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   This past August marked a 

remarkable milestone in the 

history of the YPLF – the 

graduation of our 5th class! We 

have paved a tremendous road 

since our first class began in 

Pittsburgh at APS StampShow 

2009. Getting the YPLF to this 

point has been the result of a 

significant TEAM effort. YPLF 

Advisory Board members, 

donors, YPLF mentors, APS 

Staff, YPLF Fellows’ parents 

and of course the young 

philatelists themselves have all 

worked together to make 

every part of the YPLF a 

success. Across the past five 

years, Fellows during their 

active year-long tracks have 

produced wonderful results 

including jumping into 

building their first exhibits, 

researching and writing 

philatelic articles for the first 

time, and running full dealer 

booths at APS StampShows. 

   One of the major 
components of the YPLF’s 
success is the post-graduation 
involvement of Fellows with 
the program itself, the APS and 
the broader philatelic 
community. Some examples 
include: Casey Cook, 2013 
USPCS Fellow – has taken on a 
full board member role on the 
YPLF Advisory Board since 
graduating. Andrew Shaw, 
Class of 2011 has actively  
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S ept emb er  20 14  

Charles 

Epting is 

a Senior 

Fellow on 

the Author 

Track.   

He is a 

U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 

Fellow and is currently a senior 

at the University of Southern 

California studying geology 

and history. Following this 

year, he plans on attending 

graduate school for geology.  

How did you become a stamp 

collector? 

I began my journey into 

philately fairly late in life; I 

didn’t purchase my first stamps 

until I was a sophomore in 

college. As a history buff, 

particularly when it comes to 

the 1920s and 1930s, I was 

amazed that it was possible for 

me to hold a piece of the past 

in the palm of my hand, and—

most importantly—do it on a 

college student budget. For 

anyone wondering, the first 

stamps I bought were some 

used singles from the Series of 

1922. 

What led you to the YPLF? 

As my passion and collection 

grew, I was looking for ways to 

become more involved in the 

larger philatelic community. 

The YPLF seemed like the 

perfect way to get my foot in 

the door, as a young person, 

with such an established hobby. 

Being a newcomer to philately, 

it was somewhat imposing to 

attend shows or read philatelic 

literature, but the YPLF has 

helped to assuage any fears that 

I had. 

What has surprised you the 

most about your experience 

in the YPLF? 

So far, the biggest surprise in 

my time as a fellow has been 

the amount of hands-on 

experience I’ve gotten in such 

a short time. At this summer’s 

StampShow, I was able to meet 

with some of the most 

prominent names in the hobby, 

and they were all more than 

happy to help me with my 

collecting. 

Over the past couple of years, I 

have begun to write quite 

extensively, which eventually 

culminated in the publishing of 

several books. My first, 

released in 2013, was about 
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the history of the University Park 

neighborhood in Los Angeles, while my 

second was about President Roosevelt’s 

New Deal in Orange County, California. 

A third and a fourth, both about the 

history of Southern California during the 

19th century, are currently in the works. 

With writing being such a prominent 

passion of mine, it seemed only natural to 

choose the author track for my 

fellowship. The program has helped allow 

me to branch out into philatelic writing, 

something I never expected to 

accomplish.  

What  challenges you most about 

being a published author? 

My biggest challenge as an author is also 

my favorite part of being an author—

finding stories that have never been told 

before, and presenting them in a way that 

appeals to the widest audience. I’m 

always on the lookout for unique stories 

while exploring Southern California, and 

I’ve enjoyed applying that same 

mentality to my love for 

philately.  

Your YPLF Mentor is John 

Hotchner.  Have you had a 

chance to sit down with him? 

Yes, we talked at the 

StampShow banquet.  I am 

thrilled to have John Hotchner as 

my YPLF mentor, as he is one of the 

foremost researchers and writers on 

US philately and I am a big fan of his 

work. I have already begun crafting my 

first article as a fellow, which he is going 

to help me refine and get published. I am 

extremely excited to see what the next 

year holds, particularly with someone as 

prominent as Mr. Hotchner helping me 

along.  

What are your goals as a YPLF 

Fellow? 

My long-term goals in the hobby are to 

shed light and call attention to the postal 

history of the Roosevelt administration 

before World War II. Between the 

number of post offices built during the 

Great Depression, the charismatic 

Postmaster Farley, and other social and 

political factors of the 

era, there exists a 

great many untapped 

stories to tell. For the 

time being, I am 

researching both New 

Deal post office 

dedication cachets and 

mail to and from 

Civilian Conservation 

Corps camps, neither 

of which have been 

covered in any detail in 

the past. 

Do you have other hobbies? 

Aside from writing, I am also an avid 

concert photographer, having shot bands 

such as Fleetwood Mac, Rush, KISS, and 

Aerosmith in concert. I also am active in 

Theta Chi Fraternity at the University of 

Southern California, where I serve as the 

alumni relations chairman.  

I cannot adequately express how excited I 

am about my selection as a YPLF Fellow; 

the first few months have already 

surpassed my best expectations, and I 

have no doubt the remainder of the year 

will be just as wonderful. 

(Continued from page 1) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

Charles with other Fellows after hours at APS Stampshow in 

Hartford, CT (L to R: Autumn Hanley, Cassi Stahl (not visible), 

Charles, Ethan Chiu, and Alex Gill. 

Charles at a book signing for his book 

University Park — Los Angeles. 

Charles finds a mirror outdoors before a  

concert he is shooting. 
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A P S  S t a m p S h o w  i n  H a r t f o r d  

Owen with YPLF Mentor, Irv 

Miller at the show booth. 

Owen, right, befriends a potential 

Fellow who travelled to the show 

from his college in Atlanta. 

Intro at the APS General Meeting.  Ethan Chiu and 

Charles Epting introduce themselves.  Alumni 

attend the show. L to R: Cassi, Stahl Autumn Han-

ley, Sarah Chenevert, Casey Cook, Alex Gill. 

L to R: Charles Epting, Sarah Chenevert, Owen 

Chun, Autumn Hanley, Ethan Chiu, Cassi 

Stahl, Alex Gill. 

Ethan getting advice from Tim Bartshe & Pat 

Walker at the AAPE booth. 

participated at shows mentoring current 

Fellows as well as running a substantial 

online stamp store through Bidstart (ID – 

bastamps). Cassi Stahl & Sabrina McGill, 

Class of 2014 have been active 

participants in Indiana organized philately 

through their local club and stamp show. 

Tim Hodge, 2012 AAPE Fellow has 

continued his exhibiting success along 

with taking on additional volunteer roles 

in the hobby. Other YPLF Fellows that 

have participated as volunteers for the 

YPLF or APS following their graduation 

include 2010 Fellow James Chenevert, 

2012 USPCS Fellow Alex Gill, 2012 

Charles Shreve Fellow David McKinney, 

2013 Fellow Autumn Hanley. 

From the beginning, the most important 

person involved with the administration 

and leadership of the program has been 

APS Education Director - Gretchen 

Moody. Starting right after I gave my 

Tiffany Dinner speech at the 2008 

AmeriStamp Show in Charlotte, NC, 

Gretchen became my partner in 

developing the structure and format for 

the beginnings of the YPLF. Since our 

first class began in 2009, Gretchen has 

been a tireless staff leader, planner and 

guide for many of the most important 

elements of the program. 

On the volunteer side, the members of 

the YPLF Advisory Board and the adult 

YPLF mentors that work with individual 

Fellows throughout their year-long tracks 

have been absolutely critical in driving the 

program forward to the successful point 

it’s at now. 

The YPLF would not be where it is today 

without the support of hundreds of APS 

members that have given individual 

donations over the years, the incredible 

generosity of the professional philatelic 

dealer/auction community and the multi-

year donation support of the U.S. 

Philatelic Classics Society. More than any 

other constituency in organized philately 

– the dealer/auction community stepped 

up to support the YPLF before anyone 

else would. We owe a tremendous thanks 

to all donors that have made this program 

possible and allowed for YPLF 

participants to be a named/sponsored 

Fellow. 

Many people have asked me over the past 

several years as the YPLF has grown - 

what is the most surprising result or 

difference from what you imagined back 

in 2008? My answer is simple – the close 

friendships that would form between the 

Fellows. It seems so obvious now but at 

the time, I didn’t realize how impactful 

the program could be in facilitating young 

philatelists to meet each other and form 

lifelong bonds. I look forward to the 

grand TEAM that has assembled to grow 

the YPLF to date to grow further, and 

guide the Young Philatelic Leaders 

Fellowship for years and years to come! 

By Alex Haimann,  

YPLF Founder and APS 

Board of Vice Presidents 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 

Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  

Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 

Adrianne McKinney, Donor Liaison ● avmckinney@gmail.com 

James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 

Casey Cook, Alumni Coordinator ●  cjcook97@yahoo.com 

Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 

Janet Houser, YPLF Treasurer ● jehouser@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

 

See us on Facebook 

Search: 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter via 
email only, please contact 
Gretchen Moody, gretchen 

@stamps.org 

A l u m n i  n e w s  

The Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board is seeking candidates for the 
Board.  Submit a letter of interest to Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson 

(email below). 

Alex Gill, Class 

of 2012 USPCS 

Fellow 

     I  am cur-

rently re-

evaluating what 

I want to collect.  I used to collect 

anything U.S. with the exception of 

back of the book issues.  Recently, I 

have begun collecting stamps from 

what I like to call the “golden era” 

of stamps which includes the 1930s 

and the previous classics.  They are 

detailed, ornate and beautiful. The 

old fashioned printing presses and 

the plate details of the Bureau of 

Engraving and Printing (BEP) has 

always fascinated me.  The history of 

the BEP and the many historic and 

iconic stamp issues are also some-

thing that has become of recent in-

terest.  The Washington-Franklins 

have slowly become less confusing 

as I study the watermarks, how to 

identify, and the different processes 

that were used.  The Series of 1922-

1925 have become a favorite be-

cause they tell the story of a special 

time in our nation’s.  Unfortunately, 

this era of stamps has a tendency to 

be littered with counterfeits.  Distin-

guishing between a fake and an au-

thentic stamp from this era is one of 

the things that makes them  fun to 

collect. 

Autumn Hanley, 

Class of 2013 

William Raible 

Fellow 

    Autumn as-

sisted with Stamp 

Camp for children at the American 

Philatelic Center this summer.  Several 

of the children want to be exhibitors, so 

Autumn shared the exhibit she made 

during her year in the YPLF and helped 

them to 

assess 

their 

collec-

tions to 

find the 

story 

they can 

tell with 

an exhibit. 

    Autumn is a junior at Lock Haven 

University, situated only 30 minutes 

from the American Philatelic Center. 

Alex attends the Young Friends of the APS 

dinner with the other Fellows at APS 

StampShow 2014 in Hartford. 


