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  In spite of the poor weather 

across the country, YPLF 
F e l lo ws  m ad e  i t  to 
AmeriStamp Show in Little 
Rock, Arkansas in February.  
While airports were shut 
down or closing flights, 
Fellows and their families 
became creative to find 
a l t e r n a t e  f o r m s  o f 
transportation to make it in 
time for the show.  Cassi 
Stahl and Sabrina McGill’s 
parents drove 10 hours 
coming and 14 hours going 
instead of flying to the show 
when their flight was 
postponed to Friday night.  
Owen Chun’s father found 
the only car service available 

in New York City that could 
carry them to LaGuardia for 
the last flight out on 
Thursday.  Casey Cook, Class 
of 2013, and his father were 
nervous when the flight 
before theirs was cancelled 
flying into Charlotte, NC.  
Miraculously, theirs stayed 
open and they made it to the 
show as scheduled. 

  The APS Shows Department 
was grateful for their 
initiative because the Fellows 
served as volunteers in a 
number areas during the 
show.  Look for pictures on 
page 3 of Fellows at 
AmeriStamp. 
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Stamp collecting is a major 
focus in the Chenevert family 
of Illinois.  The patriarch of 
the family, Don Chenevert, 
Jr., is a 
volunteer 
with the 
APS and, 
a m o n g 
o t h e r 
t h i n g s , 
chairs the 
YPLF Advisory Board. James 
Chenevert, Don’s oldest, was 
a Fellow in the debut class of 
2009-2010. James continues 
to be a fixture of many APS 
events.  Following up 
wholeheartedly in the family 
tradition, we now spotlight a 
2013-2014 Fellow, daughter 
Sarah Chenevert.     
Why did you choose to 

apply for the YPLF and 

what do you expect to 

accomplish?  

I applied for the Fellowship 

because I enjoy collecting 

stamps and postal history.  

Being around other young 

collectors inspires me.  

Working in the YPLF booth 

at stamp shows gave me a 

chance to experience the 

business side of stamp 

collecting.  I’ve learned so 

much about our hobby by 

interacting with the other 

Fellows, learning about their 

YPLF tracks and getting to 

know collectors at shows and 

meetings.  As I Fellow, I want 

to see some of my research 

and writing published. 

What has surprised you 

s o  f a r  i n  y o u r 

participation as a Fellow?  

I discovered that I really 

enjoy organizing, displaying 

and selling stamps and covers.  

I like interacting with people 

and it is fun to meet 

collectors from all over the 

country and help them find 

material to add to their 

collections.  We staffed the 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e s k  a t 

Ameristamp Expo in Little 

Rock, Arkansas.  Working 

the registration desk gave us a 

chance to meet many non-

APS members and to make 

them feel welcome to the 

show and our hobby. 

You chose the Author 
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Whole No. 13 

YPLF Applications 

are being accepted 

for the Class of 

2015.  

Do you know someone 

between the ages of 13 

and 25 that would make 

a good Fellow? Recom-

mend them by submit-

ting their name using an 

online form at the APS 

website. 

http://stamps.org/

Recommend-a-Fellow 

DEADLINE: April 30th  
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Track.  What’s your experience 

with writing before YPLF and 

what led you to choose that 

Track?  

I enjoy writing and learning new 

things.  When I was younger, the 

local newspaper published several 

poems that I wrote.  I really like 

history and learning about how 

people lived long ago.  Reading old 

letters is always exciting.  When I 

unfold a stampless cover I feel a 

flutter of excitement and anticipation 

inside.  I am always amazed by the 

beaut i fu l ,  handwrit ten text.  

Handling such delicate, paper artifacts 

is a treat and reading the letters 

brings you back to the time and place 

of the writer and their thoughts and 

concerns.  You are holding a piece of 

history in your hands. 

What’s your biggest challenge 

as an author?  

I am working on a series of articles 

based on wartime correspondence 

between soldiers and their families.  I 

have materials for articles on the Civil 

War, the Spanish-American War and 

World War II.  I’d like to locate 

some correspondence from the 

American Revolution and World War 

I so that I can compare and contrast 

the postal history in the different time 

periods. 

The biggest challenge so far has been 

locating background information 

about the soldiers (where they were 

born, photos of the soldiers, where 

they were stationed during the war, 

etc.).  I need photos and other 

background details to pique readers’ 

interest, write a more compelling 

article and to give color and context 

to the covers and letters I highlight in 

the articles. 

What’s your favorite part of 

writing?  

Researching the details of the 

correspondent’s life and deciphering 

the covers.  Figuring out and 

explaining the movement of the 

letters through the mail is a puzzle 

and you look for clues on the cover 

markings to guide you.  My favorite 

part of the research is trying to fill in 

the gaps between the letters and what 

was going on in the soldier’s life at 

that time. 

Who is your YPLF Mentor and 

how has he helped you?  

Wayne Youngblood is my mentor.  

We have met and talked several times 

at stamp shows.  He has helped me 

brainstorm article ideas and given me 

direction of how to find information 

for my war correspondence articles. 

What are your long-term goals 

in the hobby?  

I’ve made some great friends of all 

ages across the country.  I want to 

stay connected with them as I build 

and share my collection.  I would like 

to transform some of my wartime 

correspondence material into an 

exhibit.  I’m still working my way 

through the material; I am hopeful 

that I have sufficient detail and 

material to construct a compelling 

one-page exhibit using my World 

War II correspondence. 

What else keeps you busy?  Tell 

us about school, family, and/or 

other hobbies. 

I am a sophomore at Dunlap High 

School in central Illinois. I play 

clarinet in band and during marching 

season I am part of the flag corps.  My 

family operates an 83-acre farm near 

Dunlap, Illinois.  We raise livestock 

and grow lots of different things to 

eat and sell.  I also enjoy riding 

horses; I ride English style.  I have 

taken lessons for several years and am 

saving my money to buy and keep my 

own horse on our farm.  I hope to 

begin working with a local 

veterinarian this summer to learn 

more about large animal husbandry 

and to confirm whether working with 

animals would be a good career for 

me. 

(Continued from page 1) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

Thank you for your donations to YPLF! 
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 Since 2011, the American Philatelic 
Society has partnered with eBay and 
their Giving Works program to facili-

tate a fund raising 
opportunity for 
the YPLF.  This 
program allows 

sellers to donate between ten and one 
hundred percent of the sale price to 
this program.  A link has been pro-
vided on the YPLF page to direct visi-
tors to these listings: http://
stamps.org/Support-YPLF. 

Along with this link’s advertising for 
the sellers, buyers can purchase items 
knowing that, while adding to their 
collection, they are also helping to 
ensure the financial success of this 
great youth program.  We would like 
to encourage any supporters of the 
YPLF who sell on eBay to consider 

adding this Giving Works donation 
option on some of their listings.  
Every contribution, even just ten 
percent, is greatly appreciated. 

Since its inception, eBay sales for the 
YPLF have continued to pick up year 
after year.  According to 
the APS accounting de-
partment, in 2011 eBay 
income for the YPLF 
was a decent $865.75.  
Then in 2012 the num-
ber jumped to $1,055.64.  Amaz-
ingly, in 2013, that number nearly 
doubled to $2,045.87!  Total eBay 
sales over those three years have net-
ted nearly $4,000.  That is enough to 
sponsor one fellow for an entire year. 

Sales for 2014 appear to be off to a 
good start.  At the time of this publi-

F u n d r a i s i n g  t h r o u g h  e B a y ’ s  G i v i n g  W o r k s  g a i n s  

cation, there are over 500 listings desig-
nated for this program.  A majority of 
the listings are stamps and covers, but 
other reference books, auction catalogs, 
and general 
collectables 

are there to contribute to 
the cause.  Hopefully this 

fundraising trend continues into 2014 
and beyond. 

To the sellers who contributed and the 
buyers who purchased these items, we 
thank you.  It is making a big difference 
for the YPLF and we look forward to 
future success with this eBay partner-
ship.  Thank you. 

A m e r i S t a m p  E x p o  P h o t o s  

Alex Haimann introduces the Fellows at the APS 

General Meeting. 

Casey Cook visits with Joe Crosby.  Fellows sit 

with banquet attendees to foster collegiality. 

Sabrina & Cassi await the General 

Meeting. 

All of the Fellows after the Awards 

Banquet. 

Each Fellow meets with Gretchen Moody to re-

view their goals and assignments. 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 

Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  

Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 

Adrianne McKinney, Donor Liaison ● avmckinney@gmail.com 

James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 

Casey Cook, Alumni Coordinator ●  cjcook97@yahoo.com 

Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 

Janet Houser, YPLF Treasurer ● jehouser@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

 

See us on Facebook 

Search: 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter via 
email only, please contact 
Gretchen Moody, gretchen 

@stamps.org 

A l u m n i  n e w s  

 Alex Gill, USPCS Fellow,  
Class of 2012 
   At the mo-
ment, I am en-
rolled at the 
University of 
Wisconsin – 
Milwaukee and 
pursing my de-
gree in Archi-
tecture.  The first degree on the list is 
the five year Bachelor’s which will 
o n ly  p ut  m e  o ut  in to  th e 
field.  Eventually, I will pursue the 
two to three year Master’s degree 
which qualifies me to take the Archi-
tect Registration Exam (ARE).  That 
doesn’t include the several thousand 
hours of intern work that has to be 
done.  As one can see, I have a lot of 
work ahead of me in pursuing my 
goals.  I have always viewed the archi-
tectural profession to that of doctors 
and lawyers.  While doctors and law-
yers serve the public health through 
health and law, respectively, architects 
serve the public health through infra-
structure.  If a building collapses or is 
not up to building codes, we are held 
responsible and could lose our license 
to practice.  Therefore, all the educa-

tion and experience I have ahead of me 
i s  m a n d a t o r y . 
  I still have found time to add items to 
my collection.  I regularly go to the 
local post office to purchase new 
stamp issues.  In addition, there are a 
number of local stamp shows in the 
Milwaukee area that I have been able 
to attend.  Although, they only com-
prise of ten to fifteen dealers in a 
church basement, I still have been able 
to find material and be connected with 
the stamp world.  I have made friends 
with several local dealers and collec-
tors in southeastern Wisconsin.    

   There is no doubt in my mind that 
stamp collecting is a people 
hobby.  There is no shortage of this at 
any stamp show or event.  I have met 
numerous people in the hobby that are 
among the nicest, smartest and most 
dedicated people I have had the pleas-
ure of meeting.  The hobby is almost a 
community or a family of people that 
also has many networking opportuni-
ties.    

   In the future, I look forward to con-
tinuing to stay connected with philat-
ely and add to my growing stamp col-
lection.  My collecting interests in-
clude United States commemorative 

and definitive stamps and anything 
stamp related to architecture 

 

Tim Hodge, AAPE Fellow, Class 
of 2012 

   After graduat-
ing from the 
YPLF Exhibitor 
Track in 2012, I 
have not exhib-
ited anywhere. 
That is changing 
this summer. I 
cut my ten frame exhibit, entitled Fal-
coniformes, on birds of prey, in half. 
Preparing to exhibit internationally, 
means I have to remove all revenue 
material and cut the exhibit to five 
frames. Followed by an FIP show next 
year, I am planning on exhibiting at 
NAPEX and APS StampShow this 
summer. Outside of stamps, I am 
working for the Rockfish Valley Foun-
dation, a non-profit organization that 
runs a small natural history museum, a 
model farm and nine miles of walking 
trail. Additionally I am co-chairing a 
committee dedicated to running the 
annual Virginia Society of Ornithology 
conference in 2015. 


