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June  2 0 1 3  

  Thi s  i s sue ,  we are 
introducing Casey Cook. 
Living near San Diego, 
California, Casey has been a 
regular at the San Diego 
Philatelic Library.  He is a 
member of the Young Stamp 
Collectors of America. 

Q. What influenced your 
decision to apply for the 
Fellowship? 

A. I had received a YPLF 
application in the mail, and 
I thought that it would be a 
great opportunity to learn 
more about the 
professional side of the 
hobby. I had never been to 
a national stamp show, and 
when I read that the 
Fellowship would not only 
allow me to go to the 
Summer and Winter APS 

stamp shows, but also that 
they would cover my 
travel expenses, I had 
decided that I definitely 
needed to apply. 

Q. What have been your 
biggest surprises so far? 

A. My biggest surprise 
was the summer APS 
StampShow itself. I was 
amazed at how many 
people attended, how 
many dealers were there, 

and how many meetings 
and seminars were offered. 
The large exhibit section 
also surprised me. Another 
big surprise was actually 
getting to meet in person 
many of the most 
influential people in the 
hobby. 

Q. Why did you choose 
the Dealer Track? 

A. I chose the Dealer 
Track because I wanted to 
learn more about what it’s 
really like to be a stamp 
dealer. I didn’t have much 
knowledge of stamp 
dealing, and I was thinking 
about making it my career 
after I graduated from 
college. 

(continued  page 2) 
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  Mike Miley, Sr. began 
collecting stamps as a Cub 
Scout in Toledo, Ohio.  
During his thirty years as a 
middle school teacher in 
Waterford, Michigan, Mike 
started a stamp club where 
he engaged students in 
numerous elements of 
stamp collecting.  Mike also 
became very involved in 
organized philately in 
Michigan including 
membership and active 
participation in the Pontiac, 
Birmingham, and Ferndale 
stamp clubs.  Mike 
established Miley Stamps 

and became a popular 
fixture on the Michigan and 
Ohio show circuits. 
  In early 2010, Mike agreed 
to be the first dealer to 
partner with YPLF and loan 
his entire stock to the 
Fellowship for the 2010 
APS StampShow in 
Richmond, Virginia.  The 
YPLF Fellows managed a 
full dealer booth stocked 
with Mike’s philatelic 
material providing an 
incredible learning 

experience.  
Mike went 
one step 

further at the end of the 
show and donated a 
significant portion of the 
booth’s sales to the YPLF.  
In 2011, Mike loaned his 
stock to the program for the 
APS StampShow in 
Columbus and once again 
donated a significant 
portion of the booth’s sales 
to the YPLF. 
  In addition to his 
generosity and material 
support of the YPLF, Mike  

(continued  page 2) 
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Q. What has been your favorite part 
of working as a dealer? What is 
your least favorite? 
 
A. My favorite part of working as a 
dealer has been helping people find 
the stamps on their want lists. I also 
enjoy pricing stamps to sell to other 
dealers at stamp shows. My least 
favorite part is when there are no 
customers at the booth, and 

therefore no one to assist in finding 
stamps for their collections. 

Q.  What are your long term goals 

relating to philately? 

A. My long term goals relating to 
philately are: 

To assemble an advanced U.S. 
collection consisting of nearly 
every major number and many 
minor numbers, especially in 
the 19th century section. 

To write articles for various stamp 
journals and magazines. 

Now, a little bit about 
you… 

Q. Besides philately, 
do you have other 
hobbies? What are 
they? 

A. Besides philately, 
I play the piano and 
the guitar. I also 
volunteer on 
Wednesday nights in 

a four and five – year old Sunday 
School classroom. Occasionally, my 
family and I go for bike rides on 
trails near our house. 

Q. What is your favorite subject in 
school? 

A. My favorite subject in school is a 
tie between Human Anatomy and 
Physiology and World Geography. 

Q. What are your plans for after 
High School? If college is in your 
plans, have you chosen what you 
major might be? 

A. After High School, I plan to 
attend college. I am unsure as to 
what my major might be, but I am 
considering a major involving 
business. 

Q. What else would people like to 
know about you? 

A. I have been collecting stamps 
since I was twelve years old, and I 
especially like the 19th century. I 
saved my money for a year to buy a 
U.S. #1, and that is my favorite 
stamp. I try to get people involved 
in philately at every available 
opportunity. 

(Continued from page 1 - Cook) 

I n t e r v i e w ,  C O N T .  

It’s time to make your 2013 donation. 
Use the enclosed SASE and form to send your contribution today.  Thank You! 

(Continued from page # - Miley) 

also provided invaluable advice and guidance to all the YPLF Fellows he interacted 
with.  He was a friend and we will all miss him dearly.  The YPLF and it’s graduates 
aspire to emulate Mike’s passion for philately and friendliness towards everyone he 
encountered. 
  Mike’s greatest philatelic legacy is the passion for the hobby he infused in his son, 
Mike, Jr., and in his grandchildren, Miranda and Max.   
  Memorial donations may be made to the American Philatelic Society in support of the 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship.  When sending a check, make it out to the APS 
and include YPLF/Miley on the memo line.   
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  James Chenevert, Class of 2010 and his 

sister Sarah Chenevert, an applicant for 
the Class of 2014 attended the St. Louis 
Stamp Expo and have this to share… 

We headed south from Dunlap, Illinois 
to St. Louis just after the school bell rang 
on Friday to participate in the St. Louis 
Stamp Expo.  This year, the Expo ran 
from Friday, March 22, 2013 through 
Sunday, March 24, 2013.  It was an ex-
citing opportunity to reunite with John 
Phillips (YPLF 2010-2011) and our 
philatelic friends including Alex Hai-
mann, James Weigant, YPLF mentor 
John Hotchner, YPLF mentor Mike Ball, 
Ron Cipolla, Mick Zais, Wade Saadi and 
others. 

St. Louis Stamp Expo was great.  The 
highlight of the show was the 34 exhibits.  
The show organizers did a great job at-

tracting some wonderful exhibitors.  
John Phillips won a Youth – 2nd Place 
award for his exhibit “Faces and Places of 

the Civil War.”  John Hotchner’s exhibit 
“20th Century U.S. Auxiliary Markings 
Documenting Delay Of, Or Inability To 
Deliver, The Mail” was part of the 
Expo’s Court of Honor. 

The Expo’s youth center is one of the 
best we have ever seen.  Volunteers 
from St. Louis stamp clubs hosted a large 
room dedicated to young collectors.  
Dozens of young people sorted through 

I t ’ s  A l l  i n  t h e  F a m i l y  

stamps and covers, completed puzzles for 
philatelic prizes and learned about philately. 
Around the room there were one page topi-
cal exhibits about lots of fun topics ranging 
from horses to space exploration.  We had a 
lot of fun talking about stamps and covers 
with the enthusiastic adult hosts.  

The awards dinner was exciting and fun.  It 
was a good time to catch up and visit with 
everyone.  We sat with Mr. Hotchner and 
two couples from the U.S. Postal Service.  
The best moment of the evening was the 
announcement that Mr. Hotchner received 
the Elizabeth C. Pope Award for Lifetime 
Contributions to Philately!  We were very 
proud of Mr. Hotchner and happy that he 
put so much time into making our hobby 
better. 

We had a great time and the St. Louis Stamp 
Expo and are looking forward to our YPLF 
reunion in Milwaukee this August. 

2 0 1 3  F i e l d  Tr i p  P h o t o s  

Touring and 
working at the 

American  
Philatelic  
Center. 

Saw special sites around D.C. 

At the National 
Postal Museum. 
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Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 
Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  
Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 
Denise Stotts, Donor Liaison and Chief Editor ● stottsjd@swbell.net 
James Weigant, FaceBook Coordinator ● jamesweigant@sbcglobal.net 
Jimmy Tian, Alumni Coordinator ●  j.tian2012@gmail.com 
Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 
Janet Houser, YPLF Treasurer ● jehouser@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 

 
See us on Facebook 

Search: 
Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 

To receive this newsletter 
 via email only, please contact 

Gretchen Moody,  
gretchen @stamps.org 

A l u m n i  n e w s  

Jimmy Tian   

  I am currently a 
declared political 
studies major and 
will be going into 
my second year at 
the University of 
Michigan in the fall. 
Recently I have writ-
ten a work on the controls of inter-
nal migration in the former Soviet 
Union, China, and the DPR Korea. 
In addition to my studies in the po-
litical studies department, which 
focuses on comparative government 
and politics in the transitioning states 
of the post-Communist world, I have 
also taken many classes on Russian 
culture and literature, including 

courses focusing on Dostoyevsky, 
Tolstoy, and the development of the 
Russian intelligentsia. I plan on ap-
plying to the Ford School of Public 
Policy, and am currently focused on 
pursuing a career in either academia 
or possibly international law. 

  While I have been not very active 
philatelically in terms of visiting 
clubs or shows, I'd like to share a 
new resource that is growing for 
philately online, which is the subred-
dit reddit.com/r/philately. It’s an 
online discussion board that, like 
other similar ones, holds a lot of po-
tential for the future of philately. 

 

John Phillips 

  This year, my 
focus has shifted 
from philately to 
academics, as I 
combine my junior 
year of high school 
with dual-credit 
college work. At the St. Louis Stamp 
Expo in March, I recently exhibited 
an older two frame display, “Faces 
and Places of the Civil War”, and 
received a Silver.  I would like to 
revamp this thematic exhibit at some 
point in the future.  I enjoyed recon-
necting with many philatelic friends 
and supporters in St Louis, and hope 
to attend StampShow in August. 

 

Look for the Fellows Look for the Fellows   

at at SSTAMPTAMPSSHOWHOW  in Milwaukeein Milwaukee  

August 8August 8––11, 201311, 2013  

http://reddit.com/r/philately�
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