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   Meeting and greeting was the 
primary task for new Fellows at 
AmeriStamp Expo in Charleston, 
South Carolina. Each Fellow met with 
members of our philatelic community, 
sometimes lengthy visits, to receive 
encouragement, advice, and 
instruction.   

   The APS Shows Department 
provided the YPLF with booth space 
where the Fellows worked on their 
individual track (Ryan Wellmaker, 
Author Track; Andrew Shaw, Dealer 
Track; John Phillips, Exhibitor 
Track), met with mentors and 
experts, and shared information 
about the YPLF.  

(cont’d pg. 2 AmeriStamp) 
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From  L to R, back to front: Senior Fellow Ryan Wellmaker, Tiffany 

Dinner Speaker Mick Zais, Junior Fellow Andrew Shaw, and U.S. 

Philatelic Classics Society Fellow John Phillips. 

   In this issue, we are 
featuring John Phillips, 
who has chosen the 
Exhibitor Track for his 
year as the U.S. Philatelic 
Classics Society Fellow.  
He is 15 years old and is 
home schooled.  As you 
will see from the answers 
below, he is quite an 
interesting and well-
rounded young man. 

Q. What do you find to be 
the easiest thing about 
exhibiting? 
John: Mounting and 
finalizing the exhibit. 

Q. What’s the most fun 
about exhibiting? 

John: Showing it off at 
the shows or finding 
pieces that I wasn’t 
looking for but that fit my 
story line. 

Q. What is the hardest 
part of exhibiting? 
John: Pleasing the judges. 
Q. What has been your 
best source for material? 

John: The shows I attend 
or those attended by my 
Grandmother, Carol Barr, 
who collects and exhibits, 
too. 

Q. What is your most used 

source for research for the 

philatelic aspects as well as 

the subject aspect? 

John: The internet, but I 
have gotten a lot of very 
useful information from 
talking to judges and 
dealers. 
Q. How has being involved 
with the YPLF helped you 
with your exhibiting skills? 

John: I have been able to  

(cont’d pg. 2 John Phillips) 
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From left: APS Judge, Janet Klug gives John feedback on his exhibit.  Andrew meets with YPLF Mentor and dealer, 

Dave Collins of Rainbow Philatelics.  Alex Haimann and John learn, too. 
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From page 1 AmeriStamp 

      The Fellows attended the Tiffany Dinner and met 
speaker, APS member, and South Carolina’s 
Superintendent of Education, Mick Zais.  They also 
attended the Awards Banquet Saturday evening, and 
the two First Day Ceremonies held at the show.   

      “We packed in a lot and still had fun!” said 
Andrew.  “I never knew I had so many friends,” 
commented Ryan Wellmaker, who wanted to be sure 
he had a picture with as many of them as possible.   

      Visit the APS website for more photos of the YPLF 
at the show and for other news about AmeriStamp 
Expo 2011, www.stampfellowship.com. 

John Phillips, U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 
Fellow 

       I enjoyed my trip, March 9–12, 2011,  to the Na-
tional Postal Museum with the YPLF Fellows, Alex 
Haimann, and Gretchen Moody.  Among the amazing 
things we did — seeing the $5 Columbian block of 
four, going on a private tour with the curator, Dan Pi-
azza, and eating lunch with the museum director, Allen 
Kane—my favorite was being able to go inside the mu-
seum vault and look at all the philatelic rarities.   

While in DC, I was also 
able to meet with John 
Hotchner who had been 
looking over my exhibit 
since AmeriStamp Expo 
three weeks earlier. He 
gave me many tips on 

how to improve my exhibit as well as giving me many 
mint US stamps to replace the used ones in my exhibit, 
before I entered it in St Louis Stamp Expo.  My experi-
ences in Bellefonte at the APC were amazing.  From 
exploring the library to meeting the staff to seeing an 
historic post office; it was a very cool experi-
ence.  While we were there we were able to make a 
YouTube video for the current contest.   

I was also able to begin con-
struction on a virtual exhibit on 
the National Postal Museum’s 
Arago website.  Many thanks to 
the United States Philatelic 
Classics Society for sponsoring 
me this year.  I am impressed 
with USPCS room at the APC. 

 

Andrew Shaw, Dealer Track Fellow 

I met with Tom Horn, APS Director of Circuit Sales. I 
had not heard of circuit sales, a 
service where members may 
buy and sell with other mem-
bers. I like how he explained 
the psychology of the buyer and 
the seller and what each of 
them is thinking when looking 
at a stamp. I learned how to put 
together a sales circuit book 
and how to present the stamps 
in an appealing way in the book. I appreciated how Mr. 
Horn took the time to answer my questions and edu-
cate me about the different aspects of circuit sales.  

F i e l d  t r i p  h i g h l i g h t s  

From page 1 John Phillips 
 
meet so many informed people willing to share their 
information about improvements I could make. 
Q. What are your long-term goals for your participa-
tion in philately? 
John: To become a judge within the next ten years. 
Q. Tell us about you. 
John: My favorite school subjects are Chemistry and 
American History.  My other hobbies are Lightsaber 
Swordplay, Robotics, Reading, Ping-pong, and bicy-
cling. 
Denise: Thank you, John.  The hobby’s future is in 
good hands with young people like you. 

Your support makes the Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship possible.  Please continue to support YPLF and 

the hobby’s future.  Donations can be made at www.stampfellowship.org.  Thank you ! 
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technology, to create the image of the blue 
whale depicted on the stamp.  The 
engraving is based on an illustration 
created by Canadian artist Suzanne 
Duranceau.  Canada Post incorporated 
several security features in the new $10 
stamp. The whale's scientific name, 
Balænoptera musculus, is printed in intaglio 
microprinting.  Also, the stamp tagging 
depicts a large cluster of krill (the most 
significant part of the blue whale's diet) 
and a scuba diver.  These features can only 
be seen with an ultraviolet light. 

 

James Chenevert, Class of 2010, 

remains active in the hobby.  He 

recently submitted an article for the 

Young Stamp Collectors of America 

newsletter, published March 2011.  

Here is an excerpt. 

   On October 4, 2010, Canada Post issued a 
new, high value definitive postage stamp 
featuring the blue whale.  The official first 
day city was Tadoussac, Quebec. 

The blue whale stamps are the largest 
Canadian stamps ever issued and are the 
highest value stamps ever produced by 
Canada Post.  Canadian Bank Note 
Company, Limited printed the stamps in 
panes containing two se-tenant copies of the 
stamp.  Master engraver Jorge Peral used 
new, state-of-the-art laser engraving 

A l u m n i  c o r n e r   

James Chenevert with 

his grandfather and 

fellow collector, Don J. 

Chenevert, Sr. 

Above: Normal view 
Right: Under ultraviolet light 

Ryan Wellmaker, the first Senior 
YPLF Fellow is a sophomore at Tulane 
University and originally from southern 
Illinois (near St. Louis). Ryan selected 
the Author Track for his fellowship year. 
His first article about his collecting and 
YPLF experiences will appear in an up-
coming issue of the American Stamp Dealer 
& Collector magazine. Ryan’s second arti-
cle will focus on an area of British Philat-
ely and will be published in the American 
Philatelist. Ryan will be giving a presenta-
tion on aspects of British Philately later 
this spring at the Webster Groves Stamp 
Club.  As a Senior Fellow, Ryan is an 
excellent mentor and role model for 
younger Fellows. 

Andrew Shaw, a 10th grade student 
from northern Virginia, chose the Dealer 
Track for his yearlong fellowship. An-
drew has collected United States plate 
blocks for several years. Since starting his 
YPLF year last August, Andrew has 
worked alongside his dealer mentors, 
Dave and Deborah Collins of Rainbow 
Stamp Company at several Northern 
Virginia-area stamp shows. Andrew has 
also tackled a valuation-pricing project to 
begin learning the ins and outs of assess-
ing a given philatelic item’s value and 
pricing it accordingly. Andrew will con-
tinue working on these skills in the lead 
up to his running the YPLF Dealer Booth 
at the APS StampShow in Columbus.  

   John Phillips, U.S. Philatelic Clas-
sics Society Fellow is a 9th grade stu-
dent from southern Illinois (near St. 
Louis). John embarked upon the Exhibi-
tor Track deciding to greatly improve an 
existing exhibit, America By Water.  The 
highlights of John’s exhibit center around 
his 19th century steamboat & inland wa-
terway covers. To fulfill the require-
ments of this track, John has connected 
with more than a dozen national exhibi-
tors, judges and other important figures 
in the philatelic world including USPCS 
Vice President John Barwis, Janet Klug, 
John Hotchner, Tom Lera, Dr. Elizabeth 
Nettles, David Eeles, Ada Prill and Van 
Siegling for guidance and other critical 
assistance in the further development of 
his exhibit. 
   In mid-February, John gave a presenta-
tion at theWebster Groves Stamp Club 
about his experiences. You can view a 
video of John’s presentation by going to 
www.youtube.com and search by “John 
Phillips APS.” John began composing an 
online exhibit for eventual publication on 
the Smithsonian National Postal Mu-
seum’s Arago website. 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Class of 2011 

Ryan, John, and Andrew in the US 

Philatelic Classics Society Room of 

the American Philatelic Center during 

their Field Trip to Bellefonte, PA. 

http://www.youtube.com
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Applications are being accepted for the Class of 2012.  Please 

share YPLF with stamp collectors between  

the ages of 13 and 25.   

Applications are accepted until April 30, 2011. 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship 
100 Match Factory Place 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

Young Philatelic Leaders Fellowship Advisory Board: 

Don Chenevert, Jr., Advisory Board Chairperson ● Chenevert.Illinois@gmail.com  

Alex Haimann, YPLF Founder ● bretalex1@aol.com 

Denise Stotts, Donor Liaison ● stottsjd@swbell.net 

Gretchen Moody, APS Director of Education ● gretchen@stamps.org/814-933-3810 

Please contact us if you have questions or comments about the YPLF. 

L to R: John, David Eeles, Ryan 

after AmeriStamp Awards Banquet. 

L to R: John, Allen Kane, NPM Director, 

Ryan at lunch during YPLF Field Trip. 

Tel: 814-933-3803 

E-mail: gretchen@stamps.org 

www.stampfellowship.org 
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See us on 
Facebook 

 

Search by Young 
Philatelic Leaders 

To receive this newsletter 

via email only, please 

contact Gretchen Moody, 

gretchen @stamps.org 


