
The Art of the Exhibit Preparation:  
Start to Finish  

with Steven Zwillinger
Can stamps tell a story? Find out how to arrange,  

display and describe philatelic material in order to 
tell a coherent and engaging story. Exhibitors — from 
those developing their first exhibit to those who have 
experienced the thrill of exhibiting — will gain a deep 
understanding of the foundations of exhibiting and 
strategies for refining exhibiting skills and techniques.

Participants will learn exhibiting techniques and  
methods for improving their stamp exhibits. Participants 
will prepare or revise a one-frame exhibit or other exhibit 
pages of the participant’s choice.

Participants will need philatelic materials (or copies) 
for placing in an exhibit, copies of exhibit or exhibit pages 
already prepared, laptop computer.

Expert Buying and Selling  
with Irv Miller

Discover how to become a more knowledgeable 
buyer and seller of U.S. stamps. Can you spot a  
diamond in the rough? Learn how to determine if 
a stamp is sound or faulty and how to buy and sell 
stamps with the confidence of a seasoned dealer.

Participants will learn skills for expertizing; how to 
identify fakes, forgeries, and altered stamps; when to seek 
a Certificate of Authenticity; how to price an item for 
sale, and tips for assessing how much to pay for an item.

Participants will need a magnifying glass (prefer-
ably with a light), stamp tongs, perf gauge, watermark 
fluid w/tray, recent U.S. Scott Specialized, any favorite 
stamp tools and research books.

Expertizing Techniques  
with Rich Drews & Mercer Bristow

Would you like to be able to expertize your own 
stamps? Learn from the experts! During this course, 
participants will hear the stories behind the creators of 
fakes, forgeries, & phantoms with an emphasis on U.S. 
stamps and covers.  

Participants will learn basic expertizing techniques, 
how to use specialized catalogues, examination “look fors”,  
how to detect most repairs, and when to use reference 
materials. Participants will also gain an understanding of 
scientific techniques currently in use and when to seek  
expertizing services.

Participants will need tongs, watermark fluid w/tray, 
perf gauge, specialized catalogues, and stamps, covers & 
certificates to share and discuss. 

Stamp Technology 
with Wayne Youngblood

Covering the basics of printing technology, this 
course includes stamp design, paper, color, printing and  
processing through the use of lectures, visuals, pass-
around items and handouts. Needs and interests of 
class participants will be addressed.

Participants will learn to identify stamps 
by their printing type and differentiate 

between types of stamp separation. 
They will gain an understanding of 
how stamps are designed and how 
color is used.  

Participants will need a perf 
gauge, magnifying glass, tongs, and 

watermark fluid and tray.

Participants may select:
• ONE 4-day course
  or
• ONE 2-day course
  or
• TWO different 2-day courses

Two-Day Courses 
Monday and Tuesday, June 20–21

Four-Day Courses 
Monday thru Thursday, June 20–23

Major courses meet for 4½ hours each day. All are 
led by knowledgeable collectors — authors, exhibitors, 
expertizers, or other authorities. Courses feature 
in-class discussions, question-and-answer opportu-
nities, and hands-on workshops. For the ultimate 
learning experience, each class is limited to 15–20  
students, so early registration is recommended.

2016 Major Course Selection

Cancellation/Refund Policy
Refund policy for anyone who must cancel after the Seminar 

registration fee has been paid:
• Prior to March 15 — Full amount paid less a $50 

processing fee.
• From March 15 to May 15 — Refund will equal 50%  

of the registration fee. 
• After May 15 — no refund. 

Requests for refunds must be made in writing to Director 
of Education, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823; 
e-mail education@stamps.org. In the case of a medical emergency 
after May 15, contact the Director of Education.

Refunds will only be issued in the same form of currency used 
for the payment; i.e., if you paid with a credit card, the credit will 
be to that same card.

Accommodations
The registration fee does not include housing. Check the 

APS website for facilities with special APS rates. 

Civil War General and Private Die  
Proprietary Stamps (1862–1883)  

with Ron Lesher & Tim Wait
Why were there so many proprietary stamps issued 

during the Civil War? Explore the world of Civil War 
Era general & private die proprietary stamps. Class 
time will focus on paper varieties and press-printed 
cancelations applied by manufacturers of matches, 
medicines, playing cards, perfumes, and canned goods.

Participants will learn the reasons for the different 
proprietary stamps, the role of private die proprietary 
stamps, and skills needed to differentiate the types of paper 
used. 

Participants will need tongs, lighted magnifier.  

Introduction to Exhibiting  
with Steven Zwillinger

Learn how to arrange, display, and describe your 
philatelic material to tell a coherent and engaging 
story. This course will take collectors who are new 
to exhibiting on a step-by-step journey through the 
basics of exhibiting.

Participants will learn the main elements of a philatelic 
exhibit and the steps to follow for arranging, displaying and 
describing philatelic material.

Participants will need philatelic materials (or copies) 
for placing in an exhibit, laptop computer.

U.S. Modern and Emerging Postal History: 
Mid-20th Century to Present  

with Gerry Robbins
Postal history extends beyond the 19th Century 

as evidenced by the ongoing evolution and growth 
of the U.S. Postal Service. Explore post World War II 
rates, routes, mail distribution, laws and regulations, 
politics, and more — including a look at “robbery 
mail.”

Participants will learn to recognize examples and 
the characteristics of modern postal history, and develop 
skills and methods for researching modern postal historical 
artifacts.

Participants may bring examples of modern postal 
history.

Washington-Franklin Series 
with Dennis Gilson

Acquire the knowledge, tools and techniques used to 
properly identify the nearly 200 varieties that comprise 
the Washington-Franklin series and to differentiate 
items in the series by design and type.

Participants will learn to recognize the most common 
fakes, sort by perforations & watermarks, differentiate types 
by design, and use a computer to enhance the examina-
tion process. Participants will also develop an awareness of  
electronic resources available.

Participants will need a laptop computer (suggested but 
not required), stamp tongs, and perf gauge.

Worldwide Fakes and Forgeries  
with Bill Dixon and T.G. Rehkop

Is this stamp genuine? How can I tell? Develop the 
examination skills necessary for detecting damaged, 
repaired, or altered stamps. This course will provide 
an essential foundation from which collectors can  
continue to advance their knowledge and skills.

Participants will develop the tools and examination 
skills necessary for detecting damaged, repaired, or altered 
stamps. Participants will learn about the history of forgeries 
and forgers along with how to use the APRL & APEX reference 
collections.

Participants will need tongs, perf gauge, 10x or higher 
magnifier.
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APS Summer 
Seminar 

 on Philately
Enjoy learning and socializing while on 

a philatelic getaway in beautiful central  
Pennsylvania.

Seminar participants will experience hands-
on workshops guided by philatelic experts, as 
well as opportunities to make new friends and 
connect with old friends. 

Registration includes:
• 6 ½ hours of daily instruction time
• all learning materials
• access to the library, circuit sales, and 

the expertizing reference collection
• evening activities
• 8 meals plus daily snacks
• general sessions
• electives

Civil War Documentary Stamps  
and Their Use (1862–1883)  

with Ron Lesher & Tim Wait
Civil War Taxes! Did you know that financial 

transactions and contracts were subject to  
taxation during this time period? In this course  
you will experience an in-depth experience of the 
Civil War Era first issue adhesives and imprinted 
documentary stamps.

Participants will learn why different documenta-
ry stamps were issued; how to differentiate part-perf, 
imperf, and silk paper; why 2nd & 3rd issues were created; 
and how to evaluate auction items for altered stamps.

Participants will need tongs, lighted magnifier.

Preparing or Revising a First Exhibit
with Steven Zwillinger

Learn exhibiting techniques, guidelines, and  
methods while receiving expert advice for improving 
your exhibit. This course is tailored to meet the 
exhibiting goals of each student while providing tips  
and advice for sharpening the focus, strengthening 
the treatment, and improving the presentation. 

Participants will learn how to prepare an effective 
title page & exhibit synopsis and prepare or revise a One-
Frame Exhibit.

Participants will need philatelic materials (or copies) 
for placing in an exhibit, copies of exhibit or exhibit pages 
already prepared, laptop computer.

France (1849–1900)  
with Stan Fairchild

Experience an introduction to the stamps and  
cancellations of France’s postage stamps through 
the end of the 19th century in this two-day course.

Participants will learn about major cancellation for-
mats and usages of France and French colonies general 
issue stamp releases and how to distinguish  the differ-
ences of similar issues. Also, participants will learn to use 
literary resources to aid in stamp identification.

All class materials will be provided. No knowledge 
of French is required, instruction will be in English.

Two-Day Courses 
Wednesday and Thursday, June 22–23

Telegraph Postal History  
with Diane DeBlois & Robert Dalton Harris

Explore the geography and culture of the telegraph 
in the United States and its relationship with the postal 
system. This course will provide background on the 
telegraph pioneer companies that became Western 
Union.  It will highlight competing telegraph tech-
nologies along with ways in which the telegraph over-
lapped, supplanted or worked with the postal system.

Participants will learn to recognize the postal history 
contained in telegraph artifacts; identify pre-1870 telegraph 
stationery and markings; map major U.S. telegraph net-
works; and map the international cable system.

All class materials will be provided. 

American Philatelic Center
100 Match Factory Place 

Bellefonte, PA 16823

Seminar Costs
• 4-day course or two 2-day courses: 
    $575 for APS members ($560 prior to March 31) 
    $675 for non-members
• One 2-day course, plus food functions for the    
       remainder of Seminar week: 
    $425 for APS members ($410 prior to March 31) 
    $525 for non-members
Fee for above registrations includes dinners on Sunday, 
Monday, and Thursday; Monday thru Thursday lunches; 
Friday breakfast; and daily snacks
• One 2-day course: 
    $315 for APS members ($310 prior to March 31) 
    $415 for non-members
June 20–21 course registration fees include food  
functions for Sunday through Tuesday.  
June 22–23 course registration fees include food  
functions for Wednesday through Friday. 
Guests are welcome at food functions with 
advanced paid registration (required.)
• $35 for Sunday or Monday dinners 
• $50 for Thursday dinner 
• $20 per lunch 
• $18 for Friday breakfast

All registrations received after June 1, 2016  
will be assessed a $25 late fee.

For more information go to  
stamps.org/Summer-Seminar

American Philatelic Center
100 Match Factory Place 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 
Phone: 814-933-3803 • Fax: 814-933-6128

E-mail: education@stamps.org 
Website: stamps.org/Summer-Seminar


