
Stamp Collecting Fun: 
A Beginner’s Guide to  

Stamp Collecting 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Links to more information are in red font color.



Why Collect Stamps? 

 Colorful images 
 Real-life stories 
 Variety of topics: 

art, science, math, 
history, literature, 
geography… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The benefits of stamp collecting are endless.  It aids concentration, enlarges our understanding of the world, can be a solo hobby or one to share with family and friends, is just as enjoyable for those with a little or a lot of time and money, and has few rules on how to do it; it is up to each collector how he or she wishes to collect.

http://stamps.org/A-Hobby-for-Everyone�


Most Important Reason 
Stamp Collecting 

(philately)  
Is FUN! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most important reason to collect — it’s fun!  No matter your age, stamp collecting is an enjoyable hobby.  The Latin name for the hobby is philately [fə-`lat-l-ē] and the person who collects is a philatelist [fə-`lat-l-ist].  The adjective describing the hobby is philatelic [fil-ə-`tel-ik].  



What to Collect? 

 Topics 
 Country 
 Colors 
 Numbers 
 Shapes 
 Types 

Commemorative 

Topical 

Color 

Scott # C11 

Great Britain 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There is no right or wrong way to collect.  Some ways people have chosen include collecting stamps by the topic or illustrations, such as reptiles, by country, color, Scott number (explained in slide 23), shape, or type, such as commemorative, definitive, or coil.

http://stamps.org/What-to-Collect�


What is a postage stamp? 

 Prepays a service 
AND  

 Issued or 
approved by 
government or 
postal service 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A postage stamp is different from other stamps that do not move the mail.  Before postage stamps, the recipient of the mail would pay for the service, but that method became costly because a recipient could refuse to accept the mail.  Currently, there are more than 250 postage stamp issuing entities in the world, so there is an enormous supply of stamps for a collector to choose.

http://stamps.org/About-Stamps�


First Stamps 

Penny Black and Penny Red 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sir Rowland Hill of Great Britain had two ideas to improve the business of moving the mail.  He dreamed of paper that could be printed with a “stamp” on which people could write and then send letters.  His secondary idea was to print stamps on paper to be applied to each letter for those who might wish to use other writing paper. Such "stamps" had been used by private posts in other places from time to time but had not been widely successful, probably because they were used in very limited geographic areas and were not part of a package of general postal reform. The first two stamps made by Great Britain are the Penny Black and the Penny Red.  Each contains the profile of the monarch and the value.  To this day, Great Britain does not print its name on postage stamps, but will have the monarch’s profile in some form on its stamps — a perk of being the first country to use stamps.

http://stamps.org/History-of-Stamps�


First U.S. Stamps 
1847: Washington and Franklin 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 The United States issued its first stamps in 1847, although a private postal delivery service in New York City had done so as early as 1842. And, of course, people started collecting stamps! 



Elements of Postage 

1. Country name  
2. Denomination 
3. Topic 
4. Perforations 
5. Circular 

postmark 
6. Cancellation 
7. Color of stamp 

1 2 

3 4 5 

6 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A stamp will have the name of the issuing entity or country, a value to pay for the service, a topic or illustration, colors to help identify the stamp from others with the same illustration, and perforations or die-cut separations, unless it is an imperforate stamp requiring the user to cut the stamp away with scissors.  A used stamp on an envelope or cover normally includes the circular postmark that shows the place, town, or city of origin and date.  Usually a cancellation consists of a circular postmark plus bars or lines. 

http://stamps.org/Elements-of-a-Stamp�


Commemorative Stamps 

 Important 
person, place, 
or event  

 Limited 
quantity 

 Available less 
than 1 year 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many different types of stamps produced for a variety of reasons.  As stamp collecting became more popular, some countries decided to use their stamps to celebrate events or anniversaries of events as well as pay postage. These stamps are called "commemoratives." Other stamps were issued to show the natural beauties of a nation or call attention to its exports or its culture or its desirability as a vacation spot. 



Definitive Stamps 

 “Postal 
workhorse”  

 Printed in large 
quantities 

 Remain on sale for 
indefinite time 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Unlike commemoratives, definitives are designed for use over a prolonged period of time and they come in a variety of denominations so that they can be used to pay the cost of various types of postal service. Designs on definitives may feature some person prominent in the history of the country, a symbol, a landmark, or simply the denomination. 



Special Stamps 

 Supplemental 
issues 

 Love & Holidays 
 Semipostals, like 

Breast Cancer and 
American Heroes 
stamps 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A fund-raising issue, the semipostal reflects a postal rate fee plus an additional amount. In most countries they are easily identified by the fact that such stamps have two denominations. Thus, the value might be listed as 24+6. The first figure represents the cost of the postage. The second figure is an added charge to raise funds, typically for a charity. So far the United States has issued only three semipostals.  The first was the Breast Cancer stamp, issued in 1998.Love stamps and stamps issued for sending cards on holidays such as Christmas, Hanukkah, Eid, and Kwanzaa, look like colorful commemorative stamps, but they are issued in much larger quantities, and they may be reprinted after the initial supply runs low. 



Special Purpose 

 Particular use: 
Express, Priority, 
Official mail, Air 
mail.  

 In past, postage 
due, special 
delivery 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Express mail guarantees delivery by a specified time -- usually next day service -- and has replaced special delivery in the United States. Stamps intended for use on Priority and Express mail are available, but they also can be used for other mailing purposes.  Other stamps can be used for Express and Priority mail services as long as the correct rate is paid.Official stamps, issued by many countries, including the United States, can be used only by government agencies, and personal use would be easily noticed. Airpost or airmail stamps, as suggested by the name, pay for transporting mail by air. These are usually easy to identify since they have words meaning "air mail" on the stamp. They often feature airplanes, wings of some sort, or famous aviators in the design. Airmail has been abolished in the United States as a separate class for both domestic and international first-class mail -- it all goes by air except letters traveling a short distance. When the amount of postage on a letter is not sufficient to pay the cost of delivering it, the letter carrier is supposed to collect the difference from the recipient. Such payments formerly were acknowledged by applying postage due stamps to the letter. Now postage due is usually indicated by a rubber stamped notice on the piece of mail. Special Delivery stamps were used to pay the cost of delivery by special messenger within two hours of the letter reaching the destination post office. They often were used by business firms that needed to have mail delivered outside normal working hours. Special delivery services were eliminated in the United States in 1997, but the last special stamps for the service were issued in 1971. 



Souvenir Sheets 

 Mini-sheet 
 One or more 

stamps 
 Commemorative 

inscription or 
artwork 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some commemoratives are issued in small panes with pictures relating to the stamp design in the selvage, and these small panes are called souvenir sheets. Souvenir sheets are made to highlight commemoratives with an expansion of the stamp’s topic. When used to send mail, the sender will often apply the entire sheet to the letter or package. Recent U.S. examples are the Marvel Comics Superheroes souvenir sheet (2007) and the Alpine Tundra souvenir sheet (2007). 



Cinderellas / Labels 
 Fantasy: nonexistent 

authorities 
 Bogus: entity exists but 

did not issue 
 Facsimiles: imitations 
 Exhibition seals, local 

revenues, poster 
stamps 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Labels which look like stamps but do not pay postage are sometimes called cinderellas. These include revenue stamps. Some collectors specialize in revenue stamps -- issues that served as receipts and showed that taxes had been paid on items as diverse as photographs, wine, and matches. Duck stamps are a special form of revenue stamps that are used on hunting permits. Revenue collecting can be very interesting, but it requires specialized knowledge that it is beyond the scope of a course for beginners. 



Revenue Stamps 

 Permit 
 Documentary 
 Excise Tax 
 Transfer Tax 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Permit Stamps: for motor vehicles, boats and trailers, to hunt,Documentary: showing payment of a tax on a documentExcise: distilled spirits, beer, wineTransfer: stocks, firearms



Precancels 

 Cancellations 
applied before 
affixed to mail 

 City-State 
 Local and 

Bureau issues 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before service-inscribed stamps came into use, precanceled stamps were used by businesses. An ancillary benefit of precancels: like the service-inscribed stamps, precancels acted as a security measure to discourage employees from using business postage for personal mail. Most U.S. precancels have two horizontal black bars across the stamp, sometimes with a city name printed between the bars. 



Types of Covers 

 First day 
 Event 
 Cachet 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It may seem like a contradiction in terms, but many stamp collectors collect more than stamps. They may be more interested in various types of covers -- envelopes that have been designed for postal use or that have been postally used -- because they show how the stamps were used to carry the mail, the rates or routes of those covers, auxiliary markings, cancellations, special event illustrations, first day of a stamp's use, and more.



Other Types of Covers 

 Free frank 
 Postal 

stationery 
 Stampless 

covers 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
People interested in postal history often study the complex rates which used to be in effect in most countries, rates sometimes based on distance traveled as well as weight or number of sheets of paper. Often this involves examining the markings on stampless covers, but even fairly recent rates can be complicated enough to be interesting. One example is looking at the varying costs to send letters to or from places such as Guam or Midway Island during World War II.



Other Cancellations 
 Fancy 
 Slogan 
 Meter 
 Pictorials 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can collect the way stamps are cancelled. There are groups that share their passion for this are of collecting such as the Machine Cancel Society, the Ship Cancellation Society, and the Bullseye Cancel Collectors Club.



Unusual Terms 

 Mint (Unused) vs. 
Used 

 Perf vs. Imperf 
 Singles vs. 

Multiples 
 Tete-beche 
 Se-tenant 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mint or Used or Both: Most people eventually come to prefer either mint stamps -- stamps that have never been used and look the way they did when they were sold at the post office -- or used ones. Collectors who prefer mint stamps say they enjoy the design as the stamp designer intended it and that cancellations interfere with their enjoyment of the beauty of their stamps. Those who prefer used stamps say they like the fact that the stamps have served their intended purpose of carrying the mail. When stamps were first issued, they were not perforated, and the user had to cut the stamps apart. In the 1850s most stamp-issuing countries started using perforating machines. Some later issues, however, exist both with and without perforations. The ones without perforations are called imperforate. Multiple stamp designs that are attached: Stamps generally are sold at the post office as a pane or sheet of stamps. When stamps of different designs are next to each other on the same pane, they are said to be se-tenant; a hobby term for "joined together." The other multiple format, tete-beche, refers to two adjacent stamps whose images are upside down with respect to each other. When stamps are produced with either of these formats, collectors frequently will save an example of the attached pair. 

http://stamps.org/Glossary-of-Terms�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/Stamp_Switzerland_1910_10c_tb_pair.jpg�


Stamp Formats 

 Booklet 
 Coil 
 Sheets 
 Stationery  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Booklet panes: You will probably encounter some U.S. stamps that have straight edges along the top or bottom and one or both sides or just one side. These are usually from booklet panes from easy-to-carry booklets of stamps. Each page or pane usually contains six or more stamps, sometimes with more than one design or value. They are sold either over the counter at the post office or from vending machines. Coil stamps, as the name suggests, come in a roll. They are designed for sale from a vending machine or for use in stamp dispensers. The first coil stamps were issued in 1902.U.S. coil stamps have no perforations on two parallel sides -- either top and bottom or (less commonly) both sides. Some foreign coil stamps have perforations on all four sides, just like a sheet stamp, and they sometimes cannot be distinguished from sheet stamps of the same design. Another trend is to collect "sheets" or "panes" of stamps. Most commemoratives usually are issued as "sheet" stamps (in the United States that generally means the stamp has perforations on all sides). In everyday terms, most people use the term "sheets" to refer the panes of stamps that they buy at the post office. In real terms, four or more of those panes may comprise the original sheet of stamps as printed.Many countries, including the United States sell postal stationery as well as stamps. This category includes postal cards, stamped envelopes, and aerogrammes.



Cool Tools 

 Magnifier 
 Tongs 
 Hinges 
 Perf Gauge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you have sorted your stamps, and found out where they were from, it's time to take a really close look at them. Start with one of your older stamps, preferably one that does not have a heavy cancellation. Get a good magnifying glass. Tongs, not tweezers, are helpful because our fingers have oil and dirt that can damage the stamps.  Hinges are often used to hold a stamp on an album page.  They are small pieces of glassine paper with adhesive on only one side.  A perf gauge allows you to measure the number of perforation holes in a two centimeters, which will also help to identify a stamp.

http://stamps.org/Stamp-Tools�


Magic Marks 

 Watermarks — 
Ireland, Italy, U.S.  

 Microprinting 
 Hidden images 
 Phosphorescent ink 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Watermarks are often put in better quality paper during the manufacturing process and are places where the paper is slightly thinner than the rest of the paper. If you hold a piece of expensive stationery up to a light, you will see the watermark, which usually is the name of the company that produced the paper. Hidden images and microprinting -- are used on U.S. stamps. You'll need the U.S. Postal Service Stamp DecoderTM to view the hidden images -- what the USPS describes as "scrambled indicia.” This security measure may include combinations of letters, words, numbers, or images that cannot be duplicated by a photocopy machine. Stamp canceling equipment "finds" the stamp on a letter by detecting what is called tagging, a phosphorescent substance that is visible only under ultraviolet light. Tagging came into general use in the U.S. in the 1970’s. 



Stamp Catalogs 
Scott 
Michel 
Stanley 

Gibbons 
Zumstein 
Yvert 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stamp catalogues provide an enormous amount of information not available from any other source. In a catalogue you can find out where, when, and often why a stamp was issued, what process was used to print it, and approximately what it is worth.

http://stamps.org/How-to-Read-a-Catalog�


Catalog Listing 

 Scott no. 
 Illustration no. 
 Country 
 Denomination 
 Year of Issue 
 Mint/Used values 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Every stamp issued is listed in the Scott Catalogue and given a number within its country or issuing entity listing.  Other features of the stamp, including market value, is noted.This and the following excerpts are reproduced with permission and courtesy of Scott Publishing Company; www.scottonline.com. Note the marks SCOTT and SCOTT'S are Registered in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and are trademarks of Amos Press, Inc., doing business as (dba) Scott Publishing Co. No use may be made of these marks or of material in this publication which is reprinted from a copyrighted publication of Amos Press, Inc., without the express written permission of Amos Press, Inc., dba Scott Publishing Co., Sidney, Ohio. 



Stamp condition 

 Fine – Very Fine 
 Very Fine 
 Extremely Fine 

 
 Fine – Very Fine 
 Very Fine 
 Extremely Fine 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A stamp’s value is dependent of it condition.  Scott stamp values are based on examples of the stamps in the Fine-Very Fine category.



Stamp condition 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another stamp publication uses a different explanation of stamp grades, adding Average and Fair categories.



Gum Condition 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Prices listed in the Scott catalogue for recent mint stamps will be for stamps with all the original gum on the back. Even a slight disturbance from applying a stamp hinge may significantly lower the price of the stamp. 



Begin with Basics 

Album: 
 • 3-ring 

binder  
• archival 

paper 
• stock 

pages 
 

Learn how to preserve and care for your collection. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is not absolutely necessary to get an album immediately. You may prefer to wait until you have determined what you want to collect and then select the album that best meets your needs. Or you may wish to buy an inexpensive loose-leaf U.S. or worldwide album for your beginning collection and add other, more specialized albums later. To find dealers offering stamp collecting supplies, visit www.stamps.org and search the dealer directory.

http://stamps.org/Preservation-and-Care�


Soaking 

 Water 
 Paper 

towels 
 Wax 

paper 
 Pitcher 
 Bowls 

It’s Like Magic, an article to help in removing self-adhesives. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Often the stamps you buy will be already soaked off the envelope paper. You also can buy "on paper" stamps, and of course the envelopes you save from your own mail or that of a friend have stamps that are firmly attached to the envelope. To make these stamps easier to mount in an album or some other sort of storage container, like a stock book, they will need to be soaked off the backing paper. Modern U.S. stamps since 2004 are often difficult or impossible to soak.  Consult the APS website for an article, It’s Like Magic, to help in removing self-adhesives.For soaking tips, visit www.stamps.org.

http://stamps.org/Stamp-Tips�


Where to Find Stamps 

 Your mailbox, 
 Friends, businesses, institutions, 
 Dealers, 
 APS StampStore and Sales Division, 
 Stamp shows, local clubs, 
 Post office and postal administrations, 
 Pen pals. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a beginning stamp collector, the first thing you must do is gather some STAMPS! There are lots of places where you can get stamps.

http://stamps.org/Where-to-Get-Stamps�


 
 
 
 

100 Match Factory Place 
Bellefonte, PA 16823 

814-933-3803 
www.stamps.org 

 
Learn more about stamp collecting by taking Basic Stamp Collecting, an online course 

offered by the American Philatelic Society.  
Visit http://www.stampcampus.org 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Membership in the APS supports the hobby and brings you the services you need including The American Philatelist - the world’s premier stamp magazine written by our members for our members, APEX Expertizing Service - offers guaranteed opinions on the genuineness of all stamps by our committee of experts, American Philatelic Research Library - book loans, copy service, reference assistance, and new online catalogue, APS Stamp Insurance Plan - the best and most comprehensive coverage available -- low cost for members and quality service, too, Quick I.D. - helps identify that troubling stamp at a substantially lower cost than through the formal certification process, Education Programs - Summer Seminar, Youth Programs, Internet and Correspondence Courses, Sales Division Circuits - our most popular service -- $8,000,000 inventory awaits your requests -- mini-stamp stores delivered to your front door, and StampStore - buy/sell online via our members only Internet sales site, more than 300,000 items. New items added every business day! Learn more about stamp collecting by taking Basic Stamp Collecting, an online course offered by the American Philatelic Society. Visit http://www.stampcampus.org/edu_stampcampus_courses.htm.Call or visit our website today for more details!

http://www.stamps.org/�
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