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Through the years, we have encountered the occasion-
al problem with stamps submitted for sales through 
Circuit Sales. Certain stamps are regularly misiden-

tified and others are counterfeited, forged, faked, or altered 
to make them appear to be the more valuable items. A list-
ing was compiled showing the problems that can exist with 
these stamps. The list is online via stamps.org/How-to-Sell. 
Click on “Problem Areas” under “Helpful Information” on 
the right side of that web page. For Belgium, the online listing 
indicates that forgeries and fake overprints are problems in 
relation to these Scott catalog numbers: 1–75, 222–224, B1–
B47, O1–O25, P1–P40.

Don’t have Internet access? We can also send the list by 
regular mail upon request. Please note the disclaimer accom-
panying the list, saying that it is not intended to be complete, 
nor are the problems applicable to all stamps within the cata-
log range.

There are resources for studying problem stamps at the 
American Philatelic Research Library (APRL). Some of the 
titles you might want to check are shown here. Again, this list 
of resources is not complete. Some include information about 
many countries and others focus on one country or on a nar-
rower focus within a country. Internet searches will provide 
you with more resources than we can include here and most 
resources are available for borrowing from the American 
Philatelic Research Library (stamplibrary.org).

You might also check the following website for the APRL’s 
“Index of Literature in the English Language that Describes 
Postal Stamp Forgeries, Fakes, Reprints, Fraudulent Postal 
Markings and Other Obliterations and Bibliography” (stamps.
org/userfiles/file/library/TedescoIndex.pdf). You will want to 
bookmark the site rather than print the index, because it is 

quite lengthy. Visit the online card catalog 
for the APRL to search for and obtain cop-
ies of needed information.

Mounting Expensive Stamps
It is economical to use hinges for 

mounting stamps in the sales books, but 
we all know the associated 
problems when trying to re-
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Fakes, Forgeries, Counterfeits?
Occasional Issues With Circuit Sales Stamps

Straits Settlements stamp (Scott 
199d) that was checked to 
authenticate its overprint. The 
stamp received an APEX certificate 
stating it is “unused, original gum, 
hinge remnant, genuine.”

Stamp Research Resources for Fakes, 
Forgeries, and Counterfeits

Frank Aretz. Know Your Stamps. Volumes I, II, III and 
IV, Toronto 1941

E. D. Bacon. Reprints of 19th Century Postal Adhesive 
Stamps. United Kingdom 1899

John Barefoot. Forgery & Reprint Guide. York (UK) 
1983–87, 20 volumes, each specialized to a single country

Billig’s grosses Handbuch der Fälschungen. 44 volumes, 
Otto E. Stiedl (text) & Fritz Billig, Vienna 1933–38 

Alan Blunt. Poland? Forgery? Alnis Guide 11 (Glass Slip-
per), York (UK) 1990

Dr. Werner M. Bohne, ed. Reference Manual of Forger-
ies, The Germany Philatelic Society, Arnold, MD 1975-2000

H. Bynof-Smith. Forged Postage Stamps. Volumes I – V, 
Sydney (AUS) 1990-1993

R. J. Ceresa. The Postage Stamps of Russia. Volume I - V, 
England 1977-2002

R. J. Ceresa. Russian Postage Stamps 1917–1923 Forgery 
Guide. Beginning in 2004

J. Dorn. The Forged Stamps of All Countries. London c. 
1935. Reprinted in the 1950’s. 

R. B. Earée. Album Weeds. How to Detect Forged Stamps. 
3rd edition, United Kingdom 1906.

Rienk M. Feenstra. Greece. A Collection of Forgeries. 
Ridderkerk 1993 and supplement 1997

H. G. Leslie Fletcher. Postal Forgeries of the World. Bat-
ley United Kingdom 1977

International Society for Japanese Philately, Japan. The 
CD Forgeries of the Dragon, Cherry Blossom and Koban 
Postage Stamps of Japan, 2nd edition, Haddonfield NJ 2002 
(1st edition 1997)

Alden Johnson. Forgeries Old and New, I and II. To-
ronto 1941 and 1945

G. Kock. World Forgery Catalogue. Helsinki 1998
Larry Lyons. The Identifier for Carriers, Locals, Fakes, 

Forgeries and Bogus Posts of the United States. I, II, III. Ver-
mont 1998

Micarelli: Micarelli Identification Guide to U.S. Regular 
Issues 1847-1934, Scott Publishing Co., Sidney, OH 1979-
2001

Kenneth W. Pugh. Reference Manual of BNA Fakes 
Forgeries & Counterfeits. Canada. 1977–81

Fernand Serrane. The Serrane Guide. Stamp Forgeries of 
the World to 1926. APS 1998

Varro E. Tyler. Focus on Forgeries: A Guide to Forgeries 
of Common Stamps. Publ. Linn’s, 1993 and 2000

Varro E. Tyler. Philatelic Forgers: Their Lives and Works. 
Publ. Linn’s 1991

The Yucatan Affair: The Work of Raoul Ch. de Thuin, 
Philatelic Counterfeiter. APS 1974 and reprinted 1980
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move them from the stamps after making a purchase. For 
this reason, we suggest using mounts for the items priced $15 
(suggested minimum) or more. However, how the mounts 
are attached can cause another set of problems. Recently, a 
very expensive stamp was found to be missing from a sales 
book. The stamp had been placed in one of our mounts with 
the open side at the top, as per one of our recommended 
methods for attaching them. The stamp fell out anyway.

The best method to use for attaching our mounts is to 
turn the mount upside-down with the opening facing the 
bottom of the page and apply the gummed strip to the top.

Place the stamp into the mount upside-down and with 
the design facing the page. Then fold the mount down so it 
fills the space and crease the fold at the top of the mount just 
above the gummed strip. This seals the stamp into the mount 
by closing off the open side and the crease above the gummed 
strip makes the mount lay flat against the page, because only 
one layer of the mount sheeting is at the crease point.

Please do not apply tape to the mount to hold it down to 
the page, as the accessibility to the stamp for inspection be-
comes a problem. If using the black, split-back type mounts, 
attach only one of the backing sections to the page, and make 
sure the size of the mount you use is appropriate for the size of 
the item. A mount that is much larger than the item will allow 
it to shift and fall out, while one that is too small will dam-
age the item’s perforations. Sales books containing mounts 

that are open on three sides will not be accepted. They are 
not secure, nor are large items mounted with narrow strips or 
partial mounts, so that most of the item is outside the mount.

Clearance Special for November and December
Provide us with a list of up to three categories and we 

will send you one clearance circuit of material from only one 
of the categories and there will be no 5 percent buyers fee 
charged. We will most likely choose the category with ample 
supply in our inventory. Please note that requests for U.S. sin-
gle-stamp categories might not be chosen, because of supply. 
However, U.S. blocks and the U.S. cover categories are fair 
game. We need your name, mailing address, APS number, 
phone number, e-mail address, and the three categories. This 
is a one-circuit-per-member special.

‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank books for every 10 

completed books (Clearance books do not qualify) contain-
ing material from a set list of categories. As you earn coupons 
for free blank books, the coupons can only be redeemed if ac-
companied by an order for sales books and/or mounts. Cat-
egories that are in particularly short supply include:

U.S. Coils, U.S. Cut Squares, U.S. Officials, U.S. Posses-
sions, U.S. Precancels, British Oceania, Jamaica, German 
States, Netherlands Colonies, Vatican City, Ethiopia, Israel, 
and Worldwide Airmails.




