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Special on 
Clearance Circuits

The Clearance Circuits are great 
for buying in bulk and for get-
ting bargains. The books in this 

part of our operation have already been 
circulated on the regular circuits, but 
now the sellers have chosen to reduce 
the remaining material by at least 20 per-
cent and most of them apply a 50 per-
cent discount. Several sellers even apply 
a 60 percent discount. Imagine opening 
a sales book to find some items you need 
that were originally offered for about 40 
percent of the catalogue values and now 
the whole book is selling for less than the 
original prices of those items. It is almost 
like winning an auction lot, then being 
able to remove the stamps you need and 
sell the rest, maybe even realizing a re-
turn of more than you paid for the lot!

Keep in mind that just because the 
books have already been circulated in 
our system for at least eighteen months, 
not all the “good stuff ” has been sold. It 
is not possible for a book to visit every 
collector who asks for the book’s catego-
ry, so the material in these books is not 
necessarily “cast-off ” material.

December is a time for giving, so we 
are giving you the opportunity to receive 
a Clearance Circuit without having to 
pay the usual 5 percent buyers fee on 

purchases from these circuits. The fol-
lowing are the conditions of this offer:

1. Request is received before January 15, 
2013.

2. The request must include reference to 
this article.

3. There is a limit of two circuits for this 
offer.

4. Each circuit must consist of one 
category from the following list of 
categories:

Australia
Austria
Belgium
Canada
Canada Mint
France
Germany
Great Britain
Italy
Sweden
Switzerland
U.S. 19th Century Covers
U.S. Covers
U.S. FDC
U.S. General
U.S. Used
West Germany

Circuits of the following categories 
will contain mixed-country books or sin-

gle-country books within the category:

Balkans
British Empire General
British Empire pre-Elizabeth
British West Indies
Eastern Europe
Global General
Latin America
Scandinavia
Topicals

We will not accept requests for mate-
rial that is more specific than the catego-
ry title implies, as we might not have the 
material. An example would be asking 
for German Occupation issues, thinking 
that since Germany is offered, we could 
focus on the Occupations for the circuit. 
Just in case, we have very little Occupa-
tion material in the Clearance books.

As always, members who are travel-
ing through Pennsylvania and stop in to 
visit us may browse through the Clear-
ance books that are in our files at the 
time. We must charge the PA sales tax of 
6 percent on purchases, but the member 
would have no postage costs if buying 
the Clearance books on the spot.
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Overstocked Inventory
In Sales Talk columns of the 1970s 

and 1980s, we would list overstocked 
circuit categories after the list of needed 
categories. In the late 1990s, we direct-
ed sellers to submit sales books in cat-
egories that were in short supply. Since 
then, we have had fewer overstocked 
categories, but we still have a few areas 
that have so many sales books in-house 
that the demand does not allow us to get 

them circulated as much as we would 
like. The following list contains these 
well-stocked categories:

Australia
Balkans
Belgium
Berlin
British Empire General
Canada
France
Global General

Independent Africa
Italy
Sweden
Switzerland
U.S. Covers
U.S. FDC
U.S. Picture Postcards
West Germany

Sellers, please note these categories 
when you are mounting sales books. You 
might consider mounting sales books of 
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material in the categories we list every 
month at the end of this column. Buy-
ers may want to request these categories 
for regular circuits. Circuits in these cat-
egories do not sit here waiting for ma-
terial. As soon as a circuit is processed, 
it is filled and sent out again. You might 
ask yourself, “I wonder if they would 
send me a direct circuit of one of these 
categories?” We do but we must charge 
an extra $5 to help with postage to mail 
a direct circuit to members. [The direct 
circuits that do not incur this charge 
are the Clearance, Chapter, Mini- (first-
time circuit requests), and Seasonal 
circuits (example would be those who 
“fly South” for the winter).] The regular, 
multiple-name circuits usually contain 
the best material we have on hand when 
it is filled.

Reasons for Change
Every day, our office receives notices 

from members to change their addresses, 
drop categories, add categories, remove 
their names from circuit lists, or begin 
receiving circuits. As a customer-orient-
ed service, we make note of the reasons 

given by members as to why they drop 
the service or change categories. This 
gives us a picture of the reasons over 
which we have some control and those 
that are beyond our control. Any of the 
controllable reasons are addressed and 
reviewed to see where we can improve 
our service to the membership. Most 
of the reasons given, however, are not 
within our control and they account for 
most of the drops. Examples are health, 
traveling too much, collection too ad-
vanced (something we may have helped 
accomplish), selling collection, and too 
busy. Unfortunately, 35 percent of the 
members who drop from the circuit lists 
do not give us a reason. It would help us 
to know if the decision to drop was a re-
sult of some aspect of our service or for 
something outside of our influence.

Along these same lines, when a 
member returns to the circuits, it would 
be nice to know what motivated them 
to resume our service. It also would be 
helpful to know why a member is mak-
ing changes to his/her category want 
list. Feel free to offers comments when 
corresponding with us. We do view and 

review any suggestions. You will be con-
tacted if we would like more information 
on your suggestion.

Holiday Hours
The Sales Division is open for visi-

tors Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. in December. As noted on our 
website, APS is closed on December 24 
and 25. We will be open on December 
31, but closed January 1, 2013. We also 
will have our annual staff Holiday lun-
cheon on December 14. On that day, 
we will be closed for a couple of hours 
beginning around noon. Visit http://
stamps.org/Visit-Us for updates to this 
information or call us at 814- 933-3803.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every ten completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. Visit http://stamps.org/Stamps-
Needed for more information and the 
list of qualifying categories or contact us 
to obtain a hard copy of the list. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have better 
sales.]

U.S. Back of the Book
U.S. Officials
British Caribbean Saints
China
Cuba
Egypt
Hong Kong
India
Spain
Spanish Colonies
Vatican
Central American single countries

WESTERN EUROPE including Andorras, Austria, 
Belgium, Europa (cept), France, Germany, Greece, 
Ireland, the Italian area, Liechtenstein, Luxemburg, 
Monaco, Netherlands, Portugal, San Marino, Spain, 

Swiss, Scandinavia, Turkey, Vatican, etc.
Low prices plus extra discount.
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