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Circuits &  
Sales Books

Once is a while, we like to define 
the terms we use and explain 
the different types of circuits 

we offer. This serves as an introduction 
to Circuit Sales for new members and as 
a reminder to established members who 
may be interested in giving us a try.

Terms
Circuit = a batch of sales books selected 

for a particular category or interest 
area with its necessary paperwork 
for the members receiving the 
circuit.

Sales Book = a book of stamps or other 
philatelic material being offered for 
sale by a member.

Report Sheet = a sheet that lists the 
sales books that are included in a 
circuit and is used for reporting 
purchases from those sales books.

Route Sheet = a listing of the members 
who are receiving a particular 
multiple-name circuit and the list of 
sales books contained in the circuit 
are printed on this form.

Remittance = is the payment sent by a 
member with the report sheet.

Mailing Instructions = are printed 
on a sheet that is included in each 
circuit to inform the buyer about the 
proper way to mail the circuit.

Types of Circuits
Multiple-name. This is our most 

common circuit book offering. The cir-
cuit is set up to circulate between mem-
bers in a particular geographic area. Ten 
or more sales books for the requested 
category are selected and sent to the first 
name on a list of members who have 
asked for them and who live within a 
particular zip code area. That first mem-
ber buys items of interest, sends us a 
report sheet and remittance, and mails 

the sales books and remaining paper-
work to the second member on the list. 
The second member does the same. The 
last member returns the circuit to APS 
along with payment for any purchases. 
The next mailing places the previously 
first member at the bottom of the new 
list and everyone else slides up one spot.

Chapter or Club. This circuit travels 
to a local APS Chapter or club for sell-
ing stamps at a meeting. The Chapter 
provides us with a list of categories re-
quested by its members and when they 
want the circuits to arrive. We schedule 
the mailing of these circuits to arrive 
ahead of their designated meeting date. 
The APS member in that Chapter who 
handles the circuit takes it to the meet-
ing and its members buy items of in-
terest. The circuit is mailed back to the 
APS within thirty days after the meeting, 
along with the report sheet and appro-
priate remittance. Many Chapters have a 
circuit mailed to them once per month 
and others less frequently. This type of 
circuit is the only one from which a non-
APS member may buy, but this is only 
because the Chapter is a member of the 
APS and the person handling the circuit 
is also an APS member. Just one more 
reason to have your Club join the APS!

Direct. This circuit travels to an in-
dividual member and then back to APS. 
We have four ways that buyers obtain the 
direct circuits:
1. Seasonal Direct Circuit. Members 

who split their time between two 
addresses during the year are 
encouraged to take advantage of 
this circuit, since receiving the 
multiple-name circuits under 
these circumstances is not feasible. 
Because these circuits are “on 
demand,” you can tell us which 

address is appropriate for you and 
which categories you want to have 
included in the circuit. Within two 
weeks, we will send you a circuit. 
You buy what you want and return 
the circuit to us with payment for 
purchases.

2. On Demand Direct Circuit. This 
circuit is for those who can be better 
served with the multiple-name 
circuits but who do not mind paying 
for an occasional direct mailing of 
sales books in a category of interest. 
There is a $5 charge for these 
circuits, since they can be more 
time-intensive to fill. Filling one 
of these depends on the category 
requested and whether there is 
enough supply.

3. Clearance Circuit. Any member or 
APS Chapter may request these. 
The sales books that are used to 
fill them are those that have been 
circulated and retired from the 
regular circuit system. In this 
instance, the sellers have chosen to 
re-enter them into our Clearance 
inventory, reducing the price of 
the remaining book value by 20 
percent or more. The buyer must 
purchase the whole book (there are 
no individual stamp sales from 
these circuit books). The buyer 
also keeps the book, sending back 
only the appropriate paper work 
and remittance. You may request 
Clearance Circuits on demand or as 
a standing order.

4. Visitor Direct. Members who travel 
through Pennsylvania and stop 
by the American Philatelic Center 
can bring their want lists to browse 
through the sales books. They can 
form their own direct circuit and (a) 
buy items here,  
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(b) take the books overnight and 
bring them back the next day, or (c) 
take them home and mail them back 
to us. These visitors include Summer 
Seminar participants, members 
taking a break from researching in 
the American Philatelic Research 
Library, Volunteer Work Week 
helpers, vacationers, Penn State 
fans stopping by before a game, 
Canadian members who cannot 
receive approvals, and many others.

Visit http://stamps.org/Circuit- 
Request to request circuits

The form at that web page is primari-
ly for the multiple-name circuits, but you 
may use the comment box at the bottom 
to ask about the other types of circuits.

Sales Books
16-page Singles. These books have 

twelve spaces per page (192 spaces total). 
The spaces are suited for definitive and 
most commemorative stamps, although 
larger items may be mounted to cover 
several spaces.

16-page Blocks. These books have 
six spaces per page (96 spaces total). 
The spaces are suited for larger stamps, 
blocks of four, and larger items covering 
several spaces.

8-page Singles. This is the thinner 
version of the 16-page book noted above 
(96 spaces total). It is meant for sell-
ers who have material that has a higher 
value per stamp and would not normally 
mount more than eight pages of stamps 
before reaching the $500/book limit.

8-page Blocks. This is the thinner 
version of the 16-page book for blocks 
noted above (48 spaces total). Again, this 
book is ideal for mounting the higher 
valued items and for a better presenta-
tion of the material.

14-page Covers. This book was pri-
marily developed for ease of mounting 

covers or larger blocks. Each page con-
tains a pocket, built into the page.

Visit http://stamps.org/Hobby-
Supplies to order 

blank books and mounts

USPS Tracking Tips
As with any change in how things 

are done, the USPS Tracking’s lower cost 
comes with its faults. Packages may be 
dropped off at the addressee’s doorstep 
without asking for a signature. Several 
members have told us that they do not 
want to receive circuits because of the 
potentially high value of each package 

example of six spaces per page books. example of covers book page with pocket.example of twelve spaces per page books.
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and the risk involved if the circuits are 
just dropped off or placed in a roadside 
mailbox. Their concern is that the USPS 
Tracking site will say the package was 
delivered, but the circuits may not be on 
their doorstep or mailbox when they re-
turn home. Others are happy that there is 
a lower cost for forwarding the circuits.

To help those with delivery con-
cerns, however, we suggest running this 
procedure by your local postmaster: See 
if they can hold all packages for you to 
pick up at the post office, whether they 
must be signed for or not. We do not 
know how they will react, but it may 
be worth a try. A second possibility is to 
obtain a post office box and all mail that 
does not fit into the box is placed on a 
shelf for you to retrieve when visiting the 
post office. A third possibility is to give us 
a work address to which we would send 
the circuits and all other Sales Division 
correspondence. This option means that 
the mail room where you work would 

accept delivery of the packages, but you 
would be responsible for its value.

With this newer delivery method, 
we now suggest that you notify us when 
you will be away from your address for 
more than seven days. We can then de-
termine if the members who would be 
sending you the circuits should bypass 
your name.

Please note that the experimental 
time for using USPS Tracking to mail 
circuits between members is one year. 
In March 2014 we will review member 
satisfaction and/or problems and deter-
mine if the number of losses warrants a 
change. The accepted mailing methods 
for circuits are Priority Mail using USPS 
Tracking or Signature Confirmation.

As for the USPS new automatic in-
clusion of $50 insurance for each Prior-
ity Mail package, we are still reviewing 
how it will be handled by the USPS if a 
Priority Mail package is lost, but shows 
delivery on their tracking site.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every ten completed books 
containing material from a set list of 
categories. (Please note that Clear-
ance books do not qualify.) Visit http://
stamps.org/Stamps-Needed for more 
information and the list of qualifying 
categories or contact us to obtain a hard 
copy of the list. Remember that single-
country books usually have better sales.

U.S. 1900–1940
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Mint
Bermuda
British Caribbean Saints
Central America (single & mixed 

country books)
Ethiopia
German States
Germany pre-1945
Jamaica

Membership includes:
• Th e fi nest club library in the US, easy 

borrowing, knowledgeable and 
friendly volunteer staff 

• New interactive website coming this 
year with fully searchable library 
database.

• Wide selection of audio-visual 
programs for your local club

• Award winning quarterly journal
• Wonderful members and annual 

events!
For more information, contact
Executive Secretary Steve Lund 

at steve88h@aol.com

Explore the great events of  the 20th century through Nordic postal 
history with a membership in the Scandinavian Collectors Club. 

Scandinavian Collectors Club
Special Deal for New Members!

$105 savings and two free gifts!
JOIN NOW with a three-year (2014–2016) prepaid

membership to receive your complimentary  FACIT 2014
Special Catalog  AND TreSkilling Yellow book in English.

U.S. Members $90 • Canadian Members $105

Take advantage of this great off er while supplies last.
Fill out application form at http://www.scconline.org

and write “FACIT DEAL.”

Payment may be made in US$ via PayPal at
sccpay@gmail.com or by check payable to SCC
in US$ drawn on a U.S. bank and remitted to:

Scandinavian Collectors Club
PO Box 16213 • St. Paul, MN 55116


