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Got Expertise?
Since the beginning of the Sales Di-

vision’s history, stamp experts have 
been instrumental in preserving 

the integrity of the department’s inven-
tory. It began with sending all exchange 
books to one “examiner” for checking 
the sellers’ entries and descriptions. As 
the Sales Department overtook the Ex-
change Department in popularity and 
the Sales inventory increased, the Society 
found someone who could handle the 
examination process while running the 
Sales Department activities. That person 
was P.M. Wolsieffer. As he arranged the 
Department’s processes, it became clear 
that future Sales Superintendents might 
not have the expertise to also examine 
the sales books for counterfeits and mis-
identifications. He and J.E. Guest, the 
next Superintendent, suggested that the 
Society use more than one “examiner,” 
especially with the increases in the num-
ber of submitted sales books in many 
different collecting interests. They began 
adding members to a short list of “exam-
iners” and Ezra Cole was one of the first 
additions. In the mid-1920s, he began 
reviewing all U.S. material. Cole contin-
ued in that capacity into the late 1970s. 
He reviewed all U.S. sales books before 
they began circulating to the member-
ship.

As the costs of mailing new books to 
examiners increased, parameters were 
gradually changed for the type of mate-
rial that would be sent to the examiners. 
It was when the Sales Department was 
moved under the direct control of the 
APS Central Office in 1959 that a more 
extensive list of examiners was devel-
oped. In addition, only those sales books 
that contained material from areas that 
were known to be counterfeited, faked, 
altered, or misidentified were sent to the 
examiners. The use of microfilm to re-
cord the original submissions helped de-
velop a process whereby buyer members 
could report problems and the Central 
Office could handle the less expensive 
problems.

While we do not have the exact year 
these notable experts (all now deceased) 
were recruited, we do have the countries 
they examined for us in the 1960–2000 
period:

Adler, Sig — German States, Spain, 
Greek Hermes Heads, & any country 
pre-1871

Ball, Charles — British Colonies, Great 
Britain

Beal, James H. — Mexico
Cole, Ezra — United States (from the 

1920s on)
Denison, Ellery — China

DeVoss, James T. — Canal Zone
Facci, Domenico — Italy, Italian States 

& Colonies
Hedley, Richard — British North 

America
Houtman, Herman — German Colonies
Kronenberg, Dr. Stanley — Poland
MacPeek, Dr. Donald — Venezuela & 

the rest of South America, Central 
America

Pulver, Dale — Mexico
Rogers, Sherman — Siam
Rowell, Milo — Japanese Occupation of 

Burma & the “peacock” overprints
Schaffling, Otto — Hungary 

& Occupation overprints, 
Czechoslovakia

Sellers, F. Burton — Haiti
Stephenson, Basil D. — Greece
Theimer, Dr. Ernst — Austria, 

Bosnia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Switzerland

Torrey, Gordon — Russia, Middle East, 
Balkans, Egypt, Ethiopia (& SPA 
expert committee)

Yort, Svend — Scandinavia, Greece 
Hermes Heads, & #1s of the world

Zweifach, Ira — France, French Colonies

Most of these names were gener-
ally recognized throughout the hobby as 
experts in their collecting fields, one or 
two were considered the ONLY expert in 
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their field, and a couple of them were not 
known as experts outside the Sales Divi-
sion. There are a number of examiners 
who were recruited in the 1960–1970 era 
who are still providing this service to the 
Division.

We do still need examiners in a num-
ber of areas, as examiners drop from the 
list for various reasons. We currently 
have twenty-eight members on the Ex-
aminers list. We are happy to offer any 
member the opportunity to examine 
sales books before they go into regular 
circulation. Here are some excerpts from 
the introductory letter we send to mem-
bers who have been accepted for this 
task:

A group of sales books will be 
sent to you at intervals depending 
upon the quantity received in the 
Sales Division. You are to check the 
stamps to make sure there are no 
reprinted, reperforated, regummed, 
repaired, cleaned, fiscally used, or 
otherwise altered stamps without 
being clearly identified as such....

You may make purchases from 
any of the books sent to you.... The 
main reason for having examin-
ers is to ensure the integrity of 
the material in our inventory. Al-
though examiners may purchase 
from the books they examine, large 
purchases may cause us to discon-
tinue sending them to the exam-
iner. These books should not be 
viewed as an approval circuit. We 
would also appreciate a note when 
you find any books that appear to 
be overpriced — above the current 
market. Any comments you have 
will be appreciated.

Please note that although it might 

seem that examiners get “first crack” at 
the new sales books, we look for and find 
those experts who already have the items 
they are reviewing. Their purchases are 
usually very small. We do monitor pur-
chase amounts in this process.

The payment for providing this ser-
vice is the fine amount charged to the 
sellers. Most examiners have elected to 
donate that amount to the APS, while 
some accept the amount as payment. We 
provide stamps to pay for the return of 
the books to APS.

We ask that anyone who wants to 
sign on to be an examiner should have 
experience and knowledge in the area 
they wish to examine, and that they have 
a reference collection or literature collec-
tion to use when presenting an opinion 
on the items in the sales books. It is not 
necessary to know everything about ev-
ery stamp in the books you receive. As 
an example of specialized knowledge, 
we might have sent a book containing 
early Japan and Japanese Occupation of 
Burma to Milo Rowell. He would only 
review the Occupation issues. There was 
no assumption that the early Japan mate-
rial was also reviewed. Likewise, an ex-

aminer might look at Greek material but 
not review the Hermes Heads, since they 
would not fall in his area of expertise.

The following is a list of countries for 
which we would welcome “experts” to 
examine sales books:

• Iran 
• European countries, especially Italy & 

States (we have Germany covered 
right now)

• British Empire (we have some British 
areas covered)

• China (Imperial, ROC, & PRC)
• U.S. post-1900 (we currently have 

someone for Nineteenth Century 
and Confederate States)

Please feel free to contact us about 
your area of expertise. We can discuss 
the need for checking items within your 
specialty. The list above is not exclusive, 
but only represents a current need. We 
try to have examiners on hand for the 
occasional items that are submitted for 
sale and should be checked first. We also, 
at times, have more than one examiner 
in some areas. My contact information 
can be found opposite the table of con-
tents page of this issue.
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ALSO, please contact Mercer 
Bristow, Director of Expertizing, about 
volunteering to review items for APEX. 
He is pleased to add members to his Ex-
pert Committee who have exceptional 
knowledge of their collecting interests.

Different Holiday Suggestions
Rather than talking about holiday 

gift giving, we will make suggestions for 
our circuit buyers regarding the circuits 
they receive this time of year. People are 
so busy with preparations for the major 
holidays that they set aside the regular 
routine activities. One of these activi-
ties for our buyers is the processing of 
the circuits as they arrive. We have seen 
situations where members stash circuits 
in a drawer or a closet for safekeeping 
and eventually forget that they arrived. 
This shows that they are being careful 
not to mix the circuits with the holiday 
wrappings in the trashcan. But it also 
confirms the saying, “Out of sight, out of 
mind.”

We have three suggestions for deal-
ing with circuit arrivals in November 
and December:

1. If you know you will not have enough 
time for processing circuits, let us 

know when you think you can get 
back to the circuit routine after the 
holidays. We will set you up with a 
temporary bypass that resumes your 
circuits when that noted date passes. 
This is the same bypass procedure 
we use for those who take vacations 
every year.

2. If you have an area of your home 
where only stamp-related activities 
are handled, park the circuit there 
and try to process it as soon as you 
can. It is not “out of sight” and it is 
in your “mind” when you pass by 
and see it there.

3. Devote or schedule some time during 
the hustle and bustle preparations 
for your stamp collection. This 
hobby is relaxing, calming, and 
solitary. You have total control of 
your collecting world and it helps 
separate you from and relax you 
during the flurry of holiday activity.

The delivery of the circuits does not 
change with the arrival of the holidays 
and your handling of them should not be 
changed. But we do recognize that cir-
cuit movement can be affected by your 
activities at the end of the year and we 

remain flexible enough to consider each 
member’s situation when circuits are de-
layed. Please make sure the circuits do 
not become lost in the shuffle. After all, 
there is quite a lot of value in those “mini 
stamp stores” you receive.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

sales books for every ten completed 
books (Clearance books do not qualify) 
containing material from a set list of cat-
egories. Visit http://stamps.org/Stamps-
Needed for more information and the 
list of qualifying categories or contact us 
to obtain a hard copy of the list. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have better 
sales.]

U.S. Back of the Book
U.S. Officials
British Caribbean Saints
Central American countries
China
Cuba
Egypt
Hong Kong
India
Spain
Spanish Colonies
Vatican

ATTENTION All Collectors!
You can pass the philatelic energy of your or your loved one’s 
collection on to others by sharing these collections with the 

APS as tax deductible,* “in kind,” donations.
Collections are carefully inspected, then re-offered to

APS members at special prices or free of charge
to youth stamp groups and schools, or, if unique,

added to the APS reference collection.
For further information, contact volunteer Richard Nakles,

APS In-Kind Donations, at rnakles@stamps.org.
*tax deduction, in accordance with IRS tax laws
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