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sales talk
by tom horn

Members have made some sug-
gestions in the last couple of 
months that sound like pretty 

good ideas. One common thread is the 
offering of a discount for purchasing 
the entire contents of a sales book. Sales 
Division staff member Ruth Ann Mayes 
presented a general thought on this idea 
some time ago, and APS members Roger 
Schnell and Kevin Pfannes recently pro-
vided different angles and some details of 
the same thought. By the time you read 
this, we should have a plan to implement 
the procedures for offering discounts on 
sales books rolling through our inven-
tory. — Teaser #1

Along the same lines, we are working 
on guidelines for selling sales books that 
sellers have not yet remounted after their 
retirement. This may include offering a 
special “clearance” circuit. — Teaser #2

Several members have noted that 
they use the USPS “Shipping Assistant” 
to forward circuits. This is a convenient 
way to prepare circuits for mailing while 
still applying stamps for the addressee’s 
benefit. We are looking at the require-
ments for using this USPS service and 
will let you know if it can save you mon-
ey and time. — Teaser #3

Look for more on these “Teasers” in 
the coming months, when they are even-
tually taken off the Teaser list for imple-
mentation.

APS Chapters
We have now sent letters to all APS 

chapters who are receiving scheduled 

circuits. The completed schedule forms 
need to be returned by December 1, 
2010 to assure delivery of their first cir-
cuit for 2011. If your local club is not a 
chapter member of the APS and/or if 
your local club is not receiving circuits to 
use as an occasional or monthly meeting 
program, contact us about signing on for 
these mailings. You can request circuits 
for as frequently as one each month or 
for any interval you choose. You may 
specify a number of categories for each 
circuit that would represent your club’s 
collecting interests. The contact person 
must be an APS member and chapter 
circuit insurance is available. Contact 
Bill at salesdiv@stamps.org or call 814-
933-3803, ext. 228.

2011 Dues — Why Wait?
The notices for 2011 dues are out. 

Send your payment by the end of this 
year to avoid interruption of your cir-
cuits and access to StampStore. We pull 
names off of the circuit lists at the end of 
January, after reminders are sent in mid-
January.

Tips for Using StampStore
Here is some advice: Want to 

know when new items are posted at  
StampStore.org? Sources tell us that at 5 
p.m. Eastern Time, every Monday–Fri-
day that we are open, the newly scanned 
stamps, covers, sheets, booklets, books, 
etc., are automatically posted. Up to 
1,000 items are scanned each working 
day, depending on the number of recent 

submissions. You can search for your in-
terest area in these new items by click-
ing “Search Stamps” at the Stampstore.
org homepage, selecting the search type, 
completing your search criteria, clicking 
the drop-down box under Order results 
by..., and selecting “By Newest Listings 
First.” Happy hunting!

Direct Circuit Offer
For November, we are offering a 

one-time direct circuit of France (mint, 
used, early and recent), waiving the $5-
fee for members in the U.S. and offering 
a $5 discount off the normal $20-fee for 
members outside the U.S. in countries to 
which we can send approvals. Just send 
us a note saying that you saw this offer, 
provide us with your membership num-
ber, mailing address, and your prefer-
ence in this category. The other featured 
category is Europe. Only books contain-
ing material that can only be classified as 
Europe will be included when this is re-
quested. The direct circuit will be sent to 
you using Priority Mail or flat-rate Prior-
ity Mail. You will need to obtain one of 
these (free) boxes at your post office for 
returning the circuit to us, because they 
may not be used a second time. Delivery 
Confirmation may be used for sending 
the circuit to APS only from the fifty 
states and Puerto Rico.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 

Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950 and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for 
free blank books and mounts for every 
ten completed books containing mate-
rial from a set list of categories. (Each 
group of ten or more qualifying books 
must be received at the same time and 
contain at least $50 per book. The cou-
pons are issued when the qualifying 
books are reviewed soon after arriving.) 
Each book must be designed to fit one 
of the categories, exclusively.  Details 
are sent with blank sales book orders. 

Suggestions? Anytime!
(Plus Teasers for the Coming Months)

Holiday Travel?
If you are planning vacations during the upcoming holidays and will 

not be available to handle circuits for two weeks or more, let us know. We 
will send letters to bypass your name on the circuit lists during your ab-
sence. Please give us advance notice of at least two weeks to process these 
notices. If a circuit is waiting for you after the holidays, just process it within 
the next seven days.
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You also may visit www.stamps.org/
Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail. [Note: Sin-
gle-country books usually have better 
sales.] Below are categories that are in 
very short supply at this time:

U.S. Air Mails (stamps only please)
U.S. Coils
U.S. Officials
U.S. Possessions
British Atlantic Islands
British Caribbean Saints
Egypt
India & States
Israel
Thailand
Spain
Vatican City
Any books of individual Topicals

We are currently overstocked in:
Europe (mixed books)
Global General
Great Britain
Great Britain Victorian Era
Switzerland
West Germany

The APS Sales Division approval operation is the largest of its kind in the world.

Take advantage of the multi-million-dollar inventory to add to your collection. 
An inventory this large is a powerful magnet for buyers, 

making it a natural avenue for sellers.

Join the thousands of members already buying & selling with APS!

www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail

APS Sales 
Division 
Delivers

Mini Stamp Stores 
to Your Front Door


