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sales talk
by tom horn

Volunteer Week
The Sales Division was pleased to have 

been the recipient of a lot of work 
from several volunteers during this 

July’s APS Volunteer Week. Brian Christian, 
a local member who volunteers one day each 
month, sorted stamps and organized them 
for future selling possibilities. Dick Romig, 
another Pennsylvanian, also sorted and orga-
nized stamps belonging to the APS Insurance 
Fund to have them ready for other volunteers 
to mount in sales books. Harry Dawson (IL), 
Bill Salisbury (RI), and Ben Stauss (MD, 
PA and FL!) mounted sales books using In-
surance Fund stamps. They prepared thirty-
one sales books with a total value of $6,400 
for placing on the circuits. There were other 
tasks that we suggested to them, for a change 
of pace during the week, but they were having 
so much fun “playing” with stamps 
that they declined to take breaks. 
Their eyes looked tired later in the 
week, but it was a “good” tired. We 
all know that working with stamps 
is not really work — it is relaxation! 
They have plans to return next year. 
THANK YOU, Dick, Harry, Bill, 
Ben, and Brian for your help!

Anyone may volunteer any time, 
not just during a scheduled week. 
Let us know what dates you can 
serve and we will have tasks ready 
for you.

More Postage Savings!
Get ready to pay less for mail-

ing most circuits! In March 2010, 
we introduced the use of the new 
USPS small flat-rate Priority boxes 
to forward circuits to the next ad-
dresses. The savings amounted to a 
few cents to a dollar or two. Now the 
U.S. Postal Service has introduced a 
new Priority flat rate bubble enve-
lope, which you can order free from 
their website at www.usps.com, se-
lect “Any Rate. Any Weight.” Go to 
page 3, then look for this:
• Priority Mail Flat Rate Padded 

Envelope
• Format 9½" x 12½" 

• Minimum order: 1 pack of 5, 10,  
     or 15 envelopes 
* Maximum order: 1 pack of 15  
     envelopes

They may be ordered in lots 
of 5, 10 or 15 and are delivered to 
your home free. The flat rate post-
age for these envelopes is $4.95 and 
we have found them to be ideal for 
the circuits that fit into the small 
flat rate Priority boxes. We also 
were happy to see that many larger 
circuits that do not fit those boxes 
will fit in these envelopes. Each 
larger circuit is placed into one of 
our boxes (2 ½-inches maximum 
depth) and then easily inserted into 
the bubble envelope. One word of 
caution: do not place the circuit 
into the envelope without first in-
serting it into the box we used to 
mail it originally. Without the ri-
gidity of the box, the circuit may 
suffer damage. The savings will be 
at least 25 cents for the smaller cir-
cuits to as much as $5 for the larger 
circuits. Please note that many of 
the circuits containing all covers 
are too large to fit into these new 
envelopes. We also require the use 
of Signature Confirmation on each 

www.usps.com
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mailing of the circuits. Again, Delivery 
Confirmation may only be used when 
mailing circuits to the Sales Division.

Donations
Members who sell philatelic material 

through the regular sales circuit books, 
may donate the unsold items to the Sales 
Division upon retirement of their books. 
(We send them a check for what had 
sold.) If they choose take a tax deduction 
on the donated items, we hold the ma-
terial for three years before placing the 
items into new sales books or into our 
Clearance inventory at a discount. This 
procedure is in accordance with IRS di-
rectives. If the donor is not taking the tax 
deduction, however, we can use the ma-
terial right away.

The proceeds from these sales of do-
nated material benefit the Sales Division 
as miscellaneous income for program 
upgrades and general operations. Or the 
donor may elect to direct the proceeds to 
any other APS program or fund-raising 
effort. This donation of unsold circuit 
items has resulted in more than $25,000 
in donated sales books. Thanks for all  
your generosity.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books and mounts for every ten com-
pleted books containing material from a 
set list of categories. (Each group of ten 
or more qualifying books must be re-
ceived at the same time and contain at 
least $50 worth of material per book. The 
coupons are issued when the qualifying 
books are reviewed soon after arriving.) 
Each book must be designed to fit one 
of the categories, exclusively. Details are 
sent with blank sales book orders. You 
may also visit www.stamps.org and click 
Sales Division and How to Sell. [Note: 

Single-country books usually have bet-
ter sales.] Below are categories that are 
in very short supply at this time:

U.S. Air Mail (stamps)
U.S. Officials
U.S. Possessions
Australian States
British Atlantic Islands
China
Danzig
Egypt
German Colonies
India and States
Saar
Thailand

Visit the APS 
Sales Division & 

StampStore Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org


