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sales talksales talk
by tom horn

Sales Division, StampStore, 
& the New Website 
We are very close, at the writing 

of this column, to having our 
new website operational. Th e 

Sales Division side will include a num-
ber of features that have not before been 
available to users of this service. Aft er 
registering online by creating a login and 
password, you will be able to:

• check the status of each of your sales 
books, 

• check the status of each of your 
circuits and where they are at that 
moment,

• request a bypass for your circuits,
• request automatic notifi cation that a 

circuit is on its way to you,
• note circuit discrepancies online, and
• pay for circuit purchases online.

StampStore also will have improved 
search features, including searches in 
price ranges and in more types and cate-
gories. A “want/wish list” section allows 
you to place items you see at StampStore 
into a personal “folder” for future refer-
ence. Th ere will be a “stamp compare” 
feature that allows you to compare two 
items by overlaying one on the other — 
with rotation, fading, and sizing capa-
bilities. Th is is a good way to compare a 
possible fake with the genuine item. You 
even can import your own images for 
comparison. Th e shopping cart process 
will change as well. Please be aware that 
placing an item in your cart no longer 
will remove it from availability to other 
buyers, who may view it in their searches 
and may purchase it. Placing an item in 
your shopping cart will not take it out of 
circulation unless you hie “Purchase.”

Members will have a “My APS” area 
where any transactions with the Society 
will appear. Th is would include discrep-
ancies from the processing of returning 
circuits. Th e workings of this feature will 
be explained in future columns.

About Sales 
Division Specials

From time to time, we develop 
some special off erings to help encour-
age members to participate in the APS 
Sales Division as a seller or as a buyer. 
Past off erings have included free blank 
books for supplying us with books in 
particular categories (“5 for 10”), a free 
blank book for each sold-out book (until 
this column, an unadvertised reward), 
StampShow specials for purchasing 
blank books (buy 10, get an extra 5 free), 
a quantity discount on blank sales books, 
an introductory “mini-circuit” of four 
sales books for new buyers, and Busy-
Person circuits free of the regular $5 fee 
for requesting certain categories. Each 
of these specials has a set of qualifying 
requirements and not all are off ered all 
of the time.

Th e requirements may be changed 
without notifi cation, but we do allow for 
a transition period from the old require-
ments to the new. As an example, our “5 
for 10” off er has a list of categories that 
qualify for the “5 free books” coupon. 

As we receive ample material to satisfy 
demand in a listed category, we remove 
it from the list and it is not possible to 
notify all sellers of this in a timely man-
ner. So, we continue to send the coupons 
for about a month or two as rewards for 
sending sales books containing the now-
removed category. On the fl ip side, we 
have some temporary shortages in a few 
categories and will count submitted sales 
books in those categories as qualifying 
for the free blank books, even though 
they are not on the list.

Sales Division Saturdays
Mark your calendars: We will be 

open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, October 31. Th e U.S. Classics Soci-
ety stamp show will be at the American 
Philatelic Center. You will not want to 
miss this opportunity to see some great 
philatelic items, check out the material 
at the dealers booths, do research in the 
American Philatelic Research Library, 
and browse through APS sales circuit 
books. Bring your want list and have fun 
for three days.
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2010 Dues Coming Up
Later this month, the notices to pay 

your dues for 2010 will be sent out. We 
encourage you to send your payment by 
the end of this year to avoid interruption 
of your circuits and access to StampStore. 
In the past, we have waited until the third 
dues notices were sent in March to drop 
names from both services. In 2010, we 
will be doing this at the end of January. 
Th e Sales Division and StampStore will 
send reminders in mid-January.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 

Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950, and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for 
free blank books and mounts for every 
10 completed books containing material 
from a set list of categories. (Each group 
of 10 or more qualifying books must be 
received at the same time and at least 
$50 per book. Th e coupons are issued 
when the qualifying books are reviewed 
soon aft er arriving.) Each book must 
be designed to fi t one of the categories, 
exclusively. Details are sent with blank 
sales book orders. You also may visit 
www.stamps.org and click Sales Division 
and How to Sell. [Note: Single-country 

books usually have better sales.] Below 
are categories that are in very short sup-
ply at this time.

U.S. Fancy Cancels
U.S. Mint (pre-1950 only)
U.S. Precancels
U.S. Used (pre-1950 only)
Australian States
British Africa (colonial period)
China
Greece
India & States
Iran
Japan
Lebanon
Portugal
Portuguese Colonies
Any books of individual Topicals

Stamps, Meter Stamps, 
& ‘Click-N-Ship’

Members on the circuit lists have 
written to us, hoping that we can do 
something about the previous member’s 
use of meter stamps and “Click-N-Ship” 
labels when forwarding circuits. We can 
only encourage members to use post-
age stamps, especially for U.S.-related 
circuits. It gives the next member some 
modern, used stamps for his/her collec-
tion. 

Th e Society’s primary concern is 
with the contents of each circuit and the 
use of Signature Confi rmation forward-
ing them. (Media Mail cannot be used 
for the circuits, a policy set by the USPS, 
not by the APS.) Meter stamps have de-
veloped into a collectible area (Meter 
Stamp Society, APS Affi  liate #AF0193) 
and the “Click-N-Ship” option can be a 
money saver for Priority Mail. Th e USPS 
is concerned to see that prepayment of 
postage is indicated on the package. For 
security reasons, they also want to see a 
meter stamp on it, even if for $0.00, to 
indicate that it was mailed through a 
postal clerk.

Visit
the Sales
Division &

StampStore
Online!

www. stamps.org


