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.............................................................................................................................SALES TALK
BY TOM HORN

The Hinge Conversation Continues
Summer Seminar Elective Captivates Crowd

The jury is still out 
on any use of 

self-adhesive hinges.”
“

Wayne Youngblood speaking about stamp 
hinges during the 2015 APS Summer Seminar.

The Summer Seminar for 2015 
is now history. Wayne Young-
blood presented one of the 

week’s general sessions on stamp hing-
es. Youngblood has a wonderful collec-
tion of hinges and hinge containers. He 
has studied the history and progression 
of the stamp hinge and has thoughts 
on what is the most peelable hinge and 
why. One idea that intrigued me was his 
thought that the best hinges had a tex-
tured gum surface. Light application of 
moisture would wet the raised surface 
areas so that less of the hinge material 
would adhere to the stamp.

In the 1990s, about 20 years after 
the last Dennison hinges were made, 
a member in Canada was using hinges 
that peeled easily. We contacted him 
and we were able to order packets of the 
hinges at a reasonable price. When we 
contacted him again, he did not have 
any more and could not get them. These 
hinges had a very noticeable gum tex-
ture with pointed peaks. When licking 
them, you had to apply a lot of moisture 
to moisten the entire surface. With just 
these peaks adhering to the stamp, peel-
ing was a breeze.

Another point Youngblood made 
was that production of the hinges was 

such a miniscule 
portion of the Den-
nison business and 
it was not profitable. 
When I contacted 
the Avery Products 
Corporation in the 
1990s, it was not 
interested in resur-
recting the product. 
Profitability became 
a primary factor for 
why there has been 
little research on a 
peelable hinge since 
the Dennison days.

In a letter, one 
member noted that 
the switch from natu-
ral (animal or plant 
based) glues to syn-
thetic glues may be 
one of the reasons for 
the demise of peelable 
hinges.

The jury is still out on any use of 
self-adhesive hinges. Meanwhile, you 
can find all sorts of hinges online at 
auction and sales sites, but be prepared 
to pay more than the original 25 or 35 
cents for a package of 1,000 hinges.

You also can find 
Dennison and other 
brands of the peel-
able hinges in col-
lections you buy on 
occasion or at an es-
tate sale, although a 
collector who finds 
philatelic items at 
such sales might 
not have much bid-
ding competition. 
We even had a visi-
tor to the Ameri-
can Philatelic Cen-
ter come in for an 

assessment of his father’s collection and 
I had to tell him that the single most 
valuable part of the collection was the 
pack or two of Dennison hinges he had 
in the bottom of one of the boxes.

Sales Book and Mount Prices
In the June column, I noted an in-

crease in our supply prices and a cor-
responding set of additional postage 
costs, based on the items ordered and 
the address of the member. While the 
price increases noted in that column are 
correct, we are revising the postage fig-
ures. The per order handling charge is 
now $5 instead of $2, but there will be 
no postage charge for the heavier items, 
such as 50 books or 100 books.

In addition, any members who live 
in Canada or elsewhere outside the 
United States should contact us by e-
mail or phone for obtaining the postage 

Those that attended Youngblood’s hinges elective swarmed a table 
up front that had a large variety of different examples on display.
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Sales Division Details
Questions? Contact us via e-mail at salesdiv@stamps.org, 

by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 227, or by mail at 
APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

and handling amount before placing the 
order with payment. Any order placed 
through the online specialty shop will 
automatically be charged an amount 
based on the non-U.S. address, even if 
the order is for a pack of 100 mounts. A 
new order form has been printed and is 
now available on request.

APS Chapter Circuits
This month, we will be sending new 

schedule letters to chapters that cur-
rently receive circuits from us, whether 
monthly, quarterly or on demand. This 
is the opportunity for the chapters to let 
us know what their circuit schedule will 
be. For chapters that do not currently 
receive the circuits, contact us for in-
formation on how to sign up for them. 
We begin scheduling the circuits for 
the chapters’ January meetings as soon 
as we receive the new dates. We give a 
deadline of December 1 for guarantee-
ing the mailings for those meetings. As 
we get into December, filling circuits 
for a specific mailing date may be dif-
ficult.

We also offer clearance circuits for 
chapters in addition to the regularly 
scheduled circuits. These circuits of-
fer your members a great way to add 
to their new collections, but they also 
offer the chapter a way to obtain low-
cost material for chapter auctions. You 
simply buy clearance books and break 
them up into auction lots. This might 
be a good way to make money for the 
club.

 ‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. As you earn coupons for free 
blank books, the coupons can only be 
redeemed if accompanied by an order 

for sales books and/or mounts. For the 
first time in very long time, we are sup-
plying you with the complete list cat-
egories for which we need material in 
this column and note that single-coun-
try books usually have better sales:

U.S. 19th Century
U.S. Mint Only 
(pre-1950)
U.S. Used Only 
(pre-1950)
U.S. Airmails 
(stamps only)
U.S. Back of the 
Book 
U.S. Coils
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Fancy Can-
cels
U.S. 19th Century 
Covers
U.S. Officials
U.S. Plate # 
Singles
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Precancels
U.S. Revenues
Australian States
The Bahamas 
Bermuda
British Caribbean 
Saints
British Middle 
East
Br. North Ameri-
ca/Provinces
British Oceania
British Victorian 
Era
Hong Kong
India
Jamaica
Baltic States
Czechoslovakia
Danzig

German Colonies 
German States
Luxembourg
Netherlands 
Colonies
Norway
Poland
Russia (pre-1950)
Saar
San Marino
Spain
Spanish Colonies
Trieste
Vatican City
Airmails World-
wide
China (pre-1960)
Egypt
Ethiopia
Israel (single 
stamps)
Japan (pre-1960)
Korea
Liberia
Philippines
Ryukyus
Siam
Animals & Flora 
(stamps only)
Art (stamps only)
Space (stamps 
only)
Sports (stamps 
only)
Transportation 
(stamps only)
Latin America 
    (single country 
books)


