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sales talk
by tom horn

Examiners for Sales Books
Ever wonder what this 

mark means when you 
see it in the sales books? 

Well, read on.
It is the Sales Division’s 

version of stamp verification. Members 
submit sales books to sell their stamps 
and other philatelic items. When we 
come across certain stamps that typically 
could present problems for an untrained 
eye, we mark the books in which they 
are mounted for inclusion in a special 
“Examiner’s Circuit.” The Examiner is a 
very knowledgeable collector who has 
enough experience and references in his/
her collecting interest to offer opinions 
on some or all of the material we send 
them.

After photographing the sales book, 
we include it with other sales books in 
an Examiner’s Circuit, which is then sent 
to these specialists for evaluation. The 
Examiner reviews the items in his or her 
area of expertise. He/she removes items 
that are counterfeit (and not marked as 
such), misidentified or altered, and plac-
es them in an envelope with notations 
about the problem. Fines are charged for 
counterfeits, fakes, forgeries, reprints, 
and alterations that are not described 
as such by the seller. The fine amount is 
issued to the Examiner twice each year, 
but most of them donate the amounts to 
the APS. The mark shown above indi-
cates the stamp was returned to the seller 
and is not a purchase mark.

Examiners may choose to purchase 
items from these questionable books, 

but they usually already have 
examples of this material in 
their own collections. On oc-
casion, of course, they may find 
an interesting usage or cancel 

and will buy it.
More than half of the Examiners also 

receive our regular sales circuits, apart 
from those that are sent for special ex-
amination, and will notify us if they find 
spurious material in these books. In ad-
dition, more than half of our Examin-
ers are on the APS Expert Committee 
serving APEX. This is a clear indication 
that the APS sales books contain a wide 
variety of material catering to collectors 
who are novices and experts alike. The 
Examiners add to the integrity of our 
inventory. Other knowledgeable buyers 
will note discrepancies also, but they do 
not feel comfortable offering opinions as 
experts on a regular basis.

While an Examiner who is on the 
APS Expert Committee may indicate 
his/her opinion about an item on the Ex-
aminer’s envelope, it is not the same as 
obtaining a certificate from APEX. We 
have a specific process for having a pur-
chase expertized: If an item purchased 
from a sales book is to be expertized, a 
separate note to that effect must accom-
pany the report sheet. 

Any expertizing service that indel-
ibly marks its findings on the stamp or 
cover cannot be used to expertize ma-
terials from APS sales books. The item 
must be submitted to an expert service 
within fifteen days after it is purchased; 
otherwise, the buyer is accepting the 
item “as is.”

If the American Philatelic Expertiz-
ing Service (APEX) or any generally rec-
ognized expert service finds that the item 
is misidentified, the buyer will receive a 
refund of the original cost of the stamp 
or cover, upon its return to the APS Sales 
Division. The buyer is responsible for 
the cost of expertizing. However, if the 
item is sent to APEX and is found to be 
a counterfeit, a forgery, or an otherwise 
altered item, the buyer will receive a re-
fund of the expertizing fee along with 
the sales refund.

To receive a refund or to finalize the 
purchase, the buyer must notify us about 
the expert opinion within fifteen days of 
the item’s return. (Postage costs for the 
expertizing process are the responsibility 
of the buyer.)

Try a Circuit
If you have never tried our approv-

als, or have not had any sent to you 
since 2005, look for the card located in 
the Letters to the Editor section of the 
July 2010 issue of this publication, then 
check the list on the back mailing wrap-
per, complete the card and drop it in the 
mail (we pay the postage). You may also 
visit www.stamps.org/Circuit-Request to 
send the request electronically. 

Within two weeks of receiving your 
request for circuits, we will send you a 
four-sales-book “mini-circuit” as an 
introduction to our service. We will in-
clude the latest set of instructions for the 
regular multiple-name circuits you will 
receive later, along with some basic in-
formation for your consideration when 
processing the trial circuit. 

Now is the time to get your name on 
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the circuit lists for having fun with these 
“mini-stamp-stores” this fall and winter.

Summer Visits
Having just gone through another 

great Summer Seminar, we are looking 
forward to more summer activities. The 
Sales Division will have a table specifi-
cally for circuits at StampShow in Rich-
mond, Virginia, giving members the 
chance to browse through sales books 
after they have visited their favorite deal-
ers at the show. 

We will be there to answer your ques-
tions about buying and selling through 
the Sales Division and StampStore. We 
also will offer a special on blank sales 
books for those who want to sell stamps 
through us. The show runs from August 
12–15, 2010. See details of the show 
in the July issue of the AP or at www.
stamps.org/Stampshow.

While our last Summer Saturday 
hours are on August 7, from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., you can still visit us during the 
week when you are passing through this 
part of Pennsylvania — or, better yet, 
make the visit your travel destination! 
This is your chance to take advantage 
of the “buffet” of sales books that are in 
transition between circuits and make 
your own circuit for “take-out” or to buy 
here. We also have donated items avail-
able for purchase in the Sales Division 
and in our special donations salesroom. 
You will find a lot of good material at 
bargain prices. 

If you plan to visit this fall, check 
with us on the Penn State football sched-
ule, because on those weekends motels 
are booked a year in advance and are 
much more expensive. APS chapters 
may schedule a Saturday visit with a four 
weeks’ advance notice and for at least ten 
in your group.

Direct Circuit Offer
For August and September, we are 

offering a one-time direct circuit of Can-
ada (mint, used, early, recent and some 
covers), waiving the $5 fee for mem-
bers in the U.S. and discounting the $20 
fee by $5 for members outside the U.S. 
in countries to which we can send ap-
provals. Just send us a note saying that 

you saw this offer, provide us with your 
membership number, mailing address, 
and your preference in this category. The 
other featured category is Global Gener-
al. Only books containing material that 
can only be classified as Global will be 
included when this is requested.

The direct circuit will be sent to you 
using Priority Mail or flat-rate Prior-
ity Mail.  You will need to obtain one of 
these boxes at your post office (for free) 
for returning the circuit to us, because 
they may not be used a second time. 
Delivery Confirmation may be used for 
sending the circuit to APS only from the 
fifty states and Puerto Rico. 

‘5 for 10’ & ‘5 for 5’ 
Categories

You can earn coupons for free blank 
books and mounts for every ten com-
pleted books containing material from 
a set list of categories. For details, visit 
www.stamps.org/Stamps-Needed. De-
tails also are sent with blank sales book 
orders. Or you may visit www.stamps.
org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail. [Note: Sin-
gle-country books usually have better 
sales.]

Below are category areas for which 
we will issue coupon credit on a “5 for 
5” basis. For every five books submitted 
in these categories for August and Sep-

tember, you will receive a coupon for five 
free blank books. The regular rules for 
the “5 for 10” program still apply.

U.S. Coils
U.S. Officials
U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Precancels
Australian States
Baltic States
Chile
Danzig
Ethiopia
India & States
Italian Colonies
Liberia
Netherlands Colonies
Paraguay
Ryukyus Islands
Spain
Spanish Colonies
Trieste
Uruguay
ALL Central American Countries
ALL Latin West Indies Countries

Browse through Sales Circuit Books at StampShow.

Join the Thousands of Current APS Buyers & Sellers 
Sign Up Today — www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail


