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sales talksales talk
by tom horn

Endangered Circuit Categories
On our circuit request forms, we 

use an asterisk (*) to indicate: 
Th ese circuits may incur long de-

lays due to frequent shortages of material. 
We urgently solicit sales books for these 
circuits. Th ese are categories that tradi-
tionally have shortages and it is a rare 
occasion when we have an abundance of 
sales books for fi lling these circuits.

Being classifi ed as an “endangered 
circuit” usually means that we can’t send 
a given circuit out because of the short-
age of material, but it also can refer to a 
dwindling demand for that category. In 
2007 we had to drop two categories from 
our off erings — Bulgaria and Global Pic-
ture Postcards — primarily because there 
was little demand for them. Another two 
categories — Dominican Republic and 
Haiti — were dropped because of the 
prolonged extreme shortage of material. 
(Members on the single country circuits 
were encouraged to request circuit cat-
egories that focused on the regions that 
included these countries.)

“Stamps on Stamps” is one of the 
topical categories we have off ered for 
years, but lately sales books focused only 
on this area have not been sent to us for 
circulation. All three circuits we have for 
this topic are sitting in the Sales Division 
waiting for new material — the present 
sales books have been seen by all of the 
members on these three circuit lists.

Trieste, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Liberia, 
and Th ailand also are approaching the 
same shortage of material situation. Par-
aguay is not far from having the demand 
and the supply so low that the category 
may be dropped from our off erings. We 
have an abundance of members who are 
interested in buying stamps in many of 
the Central and South American coun-
tries, but our supply is not keeping up 
with the demand.

Th is is apparently the case at stamp 
shows and stamp shops everywhere, 
judging by the comments of members 
interested in these areas. For all of you 
who have considered selling Latin Amer-
ican material, our buyers could use more 
sales books of the countries listed at the 

end of this article. We have an ample 
supply of Brazil, but we welcome more 
books of it. While single-country books 
are desirable, mixed-country books of 
Latin America are acceptable.

As for the European Colonies, both 
Spanish Colonies and Italian Colonies 
are and have been in very short supply 
for several years.

If you want to request circuits in 
these categories, please note that you 
might receive only one or two circuits 
per year from each category. If you want 
to sell material from these categories, 
this is a great time to submit some sales 
books. During the months of August and 
September, for every fi ve sales books 
submitted that can be categorized within 
the categories listed at the end of this ar-
ticle, we will issue a 5-point coupon for 
free blank sales books. Th is expands the 
“5 for 10” off er we routinely make for the 
“We Need” categories. Th e $50 value per 
book minimum and having the qualify-
ing books in one package still apply.

Sales Division Summer 
and Fall Saturdays

Th ere are three (two, depending on 
when you receive this) more Saturdays 
left  this summer during which the Sales 
Division will be open for business: Au-
gust 1, August 15, and August 29, from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Regular hours are 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-

day. Stop by and visit.
During the fall, we will be open 

from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on two Satur-
days: October 3 and October 31. Th is 
year October 3 is the date of our an-
nual Open House with many activities 
for collectors. Look for more informa-
tion on our website and in this month’s 
American Philatelist. October 31 is also 
the Saturday of the U.S. Classics Society 
stamp show at the American Philatelic 
Center. You will not want to miss this 
opportunity to see some great philatelic 
items, browse through the material at 
the dealers’ booths, do research in the 
American Philatelic Research Library, 
and spend some time looking through 
APS sales circuit books. Bring your 

want list and have fun for three days. Th e 
trees in Pennsylvania are at their peak of 
color during the autumn days between 
these two dates in October.

Reminder for New 
Circuit Members

If you have never received sales cir-
cuits or have not been active on circuits 
since December 2004, sign up in August 
or September to receive a “mini-circuit” 
as an introduction or reintroduction to 
the approval service while you wait for 
arrival of the regular, multiple-name cir-
cuits. Use the business reply card from 
the July issue of Th e American Philatelist, 
visit our website at www.stamps.org/Ser-
vices/ser_CircuitRequest.htm, or con-
tact us for a circuit request form to begin 
delivery of sales circuits. Enjoy philatelic 
fun in a box.

Use of Descriptive Symbols
Sales Division buyers appreciate the 

time spent by sellers who accurately 
describe and price their stamps appro-
priately. Many use symbols to indicate 
aspects of a stamp’s condition. Th e table 
below has common symbols or abbrevia-
tions that we see in the sales books. Th e 
meanings are in the second column, but 
are not matched with the fi rst column 
entries. Take a minute to see how many 
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items you can match with their mean-
ings. Th e answers can be found in the 
front of Scott’s Catalogue and at the end 
of this article:

1. ** or NH a. souvenir sheet
2. * or OG b. regummed
3. °  c. canceled to order
4. NG d. mint, never hinged
5. RG e. line pair
6. ÷ f. quadrants of the stamp 
7. * g. position of a fault on 

    the stamp
8. LP h. overprint
9. P# i. pair
10. S.S. j. straight edge
11. CTO k. mint, original gum
12. Pr l. plate number
13. ovpt m. no gum
14. LL, LR,  n. used
   UL, UR 

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 

Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950, and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for 
free blank books and mounts for every 
ten completed books containing mate-

rial from a set list of categories. (Each 
group of ten or more qualifying books 
must be received at the same time and in-
clude material selling for at least $50 per 
book. Th e coupons are issued when the 
qualifying books are reviewed soon aft er 
arriving.) Each book must be designed 
to fi t one of the categories, exclusively. 
Details are sent with blank sales book 
orders. You may also visit www.stamps.
org and click Sales Division and How to 
Sell. [Note: Single-country books usual-
ly have better sales.] Below are categories 
that are in very short supply at this time 
and will qualify for the special “5 for 5” 
off er noted in the opening section of this 
column:

Italian Colonies
Spanish Colonies
Argentina
Bolivia
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Ecuador
Ethiopia
Guatemala
Honduras
Latin West Indies

Lebanon
Liberia
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Salvador
Th ailand
Trieste
Uruguay
Venezuela
Stamps on Stamps

(Answers: 1.d, 2.k, 3.n, 4.m, 5.b, 6.g, 7.j, 
8.e, 9.l, 10.a, 11.c, 12.i, 13.h, 14.f)

Visit
the Sales
Division &

StampStore
Online!

www. stamps.org


