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The list of circuit categories is on the back wrapper of 
this issue. Also included in this issue of The Ameri-
can Philatelist is a postcard to use for requesting ap-

provals, also known as circuits. The U.S. area is divided into 
categories of narrower focus, going from U.S. General to U.S. 
Officials and everything in between. The next sets of catego-
ries are the British area, the topicals, and the rest of the world 
in alphabetical order.

If you have never used the circuits to add to your col-
lection and want to try it, we ask you to select one, two or 
three categories this first time, using the mail-in postcard, 
the website or by e-mail. This gives you an introduction to 
the workings of the circuit system and what is expected for 
processing them in terms of time and money. We do not want 
you to feel overwhelmed receiving circuits. Eventually you 
will arrive at a comfort level for the number of categories 
that meet your needs for your collection. If you are asking 
for clearance circuits only, prioritize the list of categories you 
want to receive. The clearance circuits will familiarize you 
with the paperwork involved with circuit processing.

Members who are familiar with the circuit system may 
use the enclosed postcard to add categories to their want lists. 
Also, use the card to indicate which categories you want to 
receive for clearance circuits.

Supply Prices Reminder
The back wrapper also has the new prices for blank sales 

books and mounts, including 100-pack and 500-pack mounts. 
Postage charges to be added for heavier order items are also 
listed. These increases were announced in last month’s Sales 
Talk column.

StampShow at Grand Rapids
Make plans to attend StampShow at Grand Rapids, Mich-

igan, August 20 to 23. The Sales Division will have a section 
of the APS booth area to have circuit books available for buy-
ing stamps. After visiting dealers’ tables at the show, sit down 
at our table and buy from the books. In addition, we will have 
clearance circuit books for purchase. There will be no 5 per-
cent buyer’s fee assessed for the clearance book purchases. 
We typically take sales books with a total value of $250,000 to 
the show to give members a variety.

Interesting Items in Sales Books
There are many interesting items found in Sales Circuits. 

Here are a few examples.
The first is a plate block of six for the 1930 2-cent Caro-

lina-Charleston stamp (Scott 683). The stamp celebrated the 
260th anniversary of the founding of the Province of Caro-
lina and the 250th anniversary of the founding of Charleston. 
The block was signed by John G. Richards, who in 1930 was 
governor of South Carolina.

Another item is a 15-cent Abra-
ham Lincoln stamp (Scott 91), from 
1868, with a fancy cancellation.

One can also find matchbook 
covers that also served as post-
cards. The covers have lines printed 
on the backs dividing them into 
message and address sections and 
have a place designated for a stamp. 
These are of World War II vintage.

Other items include a Zeppelin 
card that was sent from Germany 

to Egypt in 1929 and a German semi-official airmail stamp 
on a 1912 card.

Changing Your Want List or Address?
APS chapters and individual members occasionally con-

tact us to make changes to their want list for circuits. The 
most effective way to notify us is to send an e-mail telling us 
what you want to drop and what to add, and then include a 
copy of that e-mail with your report sheet for the next pay-
ment you send. E-mails put actions to your requests right 
away, while sending the copy serves as a backup or double-
check on the request. Address changes can be noted using 
this same procedure. Reporting these changes quickly by e-
mail is particularly important for APS chapters who receive 
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Plate block of six Carolina-Charleston stamps that were 
autographed in 1930 by the governor of South Carolina.

Abraham Lincoln 
stamp with a fancy 
cancel.
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circuits for their meetings. There may be a circuit in process 
for the next scheduled mailing that we can intercept for mak-
ing the changes.

Please note that any changes go through a process of de-
termining whether we need to send letters to reroute circuits 
around the member. If we get the notice to the circuit mem-
ber before you in time, the circuit is usually rerouted to the 
member after you. However, many notices arrive well before 
that member receives the circuit in question and the note is 
forgotten. The circuit arrives and is sent to the member who 
did not want it. We do ask that if you receive a notice to by-
pass someone, please keep it in a prominent place where you 
process your circuits. And if you receive a notice and had 
mailed the circuit already, contact us so we will know where 
the circuit is. Since January 2011, we have processed 11,568 
circuit bypasses, and we needed to send notices for 3,358 for 
skipping members on the lists. We determined that the other 
8,210 circuit bypass notices would be too late 
for sending or that the circuits were already 
past the member.

‘5 For 10’ Coupon Use Alert
Beginning this month, the coupons we is-

sue for supplying us with sales books in needed 
categories will change slightly. 

As you earn coupons for free blank books, 
the coupons can only be redeemed if accom-
panied by an order for sales books and/or 

mounts. See the section at the end of this column for details 
on earning free sales books.

 ‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank books for every 10 

completed books (Clearance books do not qualify) contain-
ing material from a set list of categories. For more infor-
mation and the complete list of qualifying categories visit 
www.stamps.org/Stamps-Needed or contact us to obtain a 
hard copy of the list. Note that single-country books usually 
have better sales. The following list contains categories that 
are in very short supply right now:

U.S. Officials
U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Possessions
British Middle East
Hong Kong
German Colonies
Netherlands Colonies
Spanish Colonies
China 
Israel
Thailand
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Three different matchbook covers that also served as postcards.

A Zeppelin card sent from Germany to Egypt.

What the Sales Division Offers
“Mini-Stamp Shops” delivered to your home • $8 million inventory

More than 160 collecting categories • No buying limit
$215 average value per sales book • Buyer satisfaction guaranteed

Sellers’ books insured while circulating • 40,000 books in circulation 
 

Questions? Contact us via e-mail at salesdiv@stamps.org, 
by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 227, or by mail at 

APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

Both sides of a 1912 card bearing a German 
semi-official airmail stamp.


