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USPS Tracking 
Review

In May 2013 we changed the mailing 
method for forwarding circuits from 
using Signature Confirmation to 

USPS Tracking, saving members $2.80 
per mailing. In addition, we raised the 
Insurance Fund Fee to $2 to cover an-
ticipated loss increases, because we were 
not requiring delivery signatures. After 
reviewing the effects of that change, we 
have decided to continue with the USPS 
Tracking method. We still have losses, 
with some increases coming in the form 
of moisture-damaged items, so your cost 
of mailing circuits will continue to be 
$5.80 to $5.95 for postage and $2 for the 
Insurance Fund fee. (This assumes that 
there is no USPS adjustment to postage 
rates the rest of this year.)

The Insurance Fund Fee is placed 
in a fund maintained by APS to cover 
postal losses and damages. Without this 
fund, members would be required to use 

Registered Mail with full insurance to 
forward circuits, which would cost be-
tween $16.30 and $20.95 for Registered 
with Insurance plus postage of $5.80 (to-
taling from $22.10 to as much as $26.75). 

Sign Up for Circuits
There is a postage paid business re-

ply card included in this copy of The 
American Philatelist that you may use to 
request circuits. For first time requests, 
please note that no more than three cat-
egories should be entered. We do this to 
give the first-time user the opportunity 
to become familiar with how the circuits 
work and learn what is required in time 
and financial responsibility when pro-
cessing each circuit. We would rather 
have you become comfortable with cir-
cuits than have you be overwhelmed by 
the process. You may add more catego-
ries later.

Members who are now receiving or 
have received circuits previously may 
use the card to update or add to their 
want lists. 

Which British  
Categories Are Selling?

The January, April, May and June 
editions of this column had listings of 
Far Eastern, European, Latin American, 
and U.S. categories that have good sales 
in our sales books. This month we look at 
the British categories. Here are the com-
parisons of all inventories and the Clear-
ance inventory breakout for the British 
Commonwealth areas. The statistics are 
taken from the retired book informa-
tion in 2012 and 2013. The categories are 
shown in order by the percentage sales, 
as compared to the total original values 
of the books as submitted. The percent-
age includes Clearance book amounts. 
The second column notes the percentage 

number of Clearance books that sold, as 
compared to the total number in each 
category retired from the Clearance in-
ventory in that two-year period:

Category % $ amt % # 
 material Clearance 
 sold  books sold
British Caribbean 67.0% 87.5% 
   Saints
British Channel 58.1% 75.0% 
   Islands
British West 54.9% 33.3% 
   Indies Mint
British Africa 52.2% 52.6%
British Oceania 51.8% 75.0% 
   Mint
India & States 49.4% 32.1%
British Atlantic 45.2% 55.6% 
   Islands
Malaysia 44.8% 27.3%
British Empire 44.7% 58.8% 
   Mint

Britsh Africa. Bermuda, Jamaica, St. Kitts, St. Vincent.
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British Oceania 43.3% 59.0%
   Australian States 41.0% 64.7%
British Pre- 41.0% 32.6% 
   Elizabeth
British West 39.1% 40.9% 
   Indies
Bahamas 39.0% 75.0%
British Middle 38.0% 58.8% 
   East

In the categories shown in previous 
months, there are many that sell well in 
the regular inventory but do not have 
correspondingly successful sales in the 
Clearance inventory. However, many 
of the British areas do sell well in the 
Clearance circuits. Note that nine of the 
fifteen categories shown here are doing 
very well in both systems, with strong 
sales as Clearance books.

Overall, the British categories are 
showing a strong market in both sup-
ply and demand. The Commonwealth 
is global in scope, but collecting inter-
ests can vary widely. Some concentrate 
on one region, one era that is delineated 
by the sitting monarch, or on the condi-
tion of the material (used, cancellations, 
mint, etc.). Please keep in mind that 
material that is nicely presented and is 
priced attractively and competitively 
should sell well. 

We will cover the rest of our catego-
ries in the August column and will have 
a full listing of categories that can be re-
quested by email, hard copy or accessed 
online by StampShow in later August.

Return of Retired  
Sales Books Update

We should be in the process of up-
grading the Sales Division’s program 
by the time you read this. As noted last 
month, there already is a lot of detail in 
the preparation of retired sales books 
without adding sellers’ special instruc-
tions to the mix. When talking with 
programmers, we might add some ef-
ficiency to the process or there may be 
extra steps required to make the web-
based program work. If a seller’s special 
instructions cannot be honored, we will 
call the seller and try to work on a mutu-
ally agreeable solution.

Keeping the mailing costs down is a 
priority. The packaging of the books will 

continue without much change. Hold-
ing books until a minimum number are 
retired before returning them might be 
a possibility for those who have a lot of 
books in circulation. This would save us 
time and save postage costs for the mem-
ber. Any suggestions and comments are 
welcome from current sellers. We will 
continue to look at the procedures as we 
talk with programmers about the up-
grades.

StampShow Circuits
Make your plans for StampShow in 

Hartford, Connecticut in August. The 
Sales Division will have sales books, 
both regular and Clearance, at the show 

next to the main APS booth. When 
you have walked around the show to 
check dealers’ tables, stop by the booth 
and browse through our sales books. 
More information about the show can 
be found in this issue, or visit http://
stamps.org/STAMPSHOW-SS. 

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of catego-
ries. For more information and the list of 
qualifying categories visit http://stamps.
org/Stamps-Needed or contact us to ob-
tain a hard copy of the list. [Please note: 
Single-country books usually have better 
sales.]

U.S. Coils
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Fancy Cancels
U.S. Officials
U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Precancels
Australian States
British Caribbean Saints
British Middle East
British Oceania
China
Danzig
Israel (stamps)
Japan (early)
Thailand
Vatican City

Visit the 
Sales 

Division & 
StampStore 

Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org

India and Indian States.


