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New Circuit 
Request Form

On the back wrapper of this issue, 
 please note the circuit request 
form. A business reply card is 

also included with this issue in the “Let-
ters to the Editor” section. Review the list 
of circuit categories — which includes 
our newest additions of U.S. 1900–1940, 
U.S. Covers 1900–1945, Canada pre-
Elizabeth, and Animals & Flora — then 
use the card to request circuits in your 
areas of interest. Contact us if you have 
any questions about which categories 
might contain the material you collect. 
A list of our circuit categories with the 
countries/areas that you are likely to find 
in those categories is on our website at 
http://stamps.org/How-to-Buy. Click on 
the first question at the bottom of that 
page to view the list in pdf format.

We are presently in the process of 
preparing the first mailings for these 
new categories. The categories noted in 
the May and June issues as redefined 
will make the transitions this month as 
well. They include U.S. Blocks, Art, and 
Transportation. Existing circuits of U.S. 
Zip & Mail Early Blocks, Animals, Birds, 
Flowers, Ships, and Stamps on Stamps 
will not be sent out again when they re-
turn to us after this month.

USPS Parcel Tracking
Pictured here are two USPS forms 

that are the only ones that should be 
used for mailing circuits. Members 
sending circuits to other members must 
use Signature Confirmation. We use it 
to mail the circuits to members. Since 
we obtain our Signature Confirmation 
number electronically, however, the la-
bel we use is not the hot pink one that 
members would obtain at the post of-
fice (see above). Our label does have the 
words “Signature Tracking #” on it (see 
page 663). Delivery Confirmation, the 

lime-green form, is only to be used for 
sending a circuit back to the APS when 
you are the last member on the list or are 
mailing a direct, chapter or Clearance 
circuit to us.

There is another tracking label that 
now appears on packages. Please do not 
confuse this with the two labels noted 
above. These labels say “USPS TRACK-
ING #” followed by a twenty-two digit 
barcode. Pictured here are two examples. 
These labels are used for USPS internal 
tracking only and have nothing to do 
with delivery signatures. They are sup-
posed to be applied to packages that do 
not have some other form of tracking, 
such as the two we noted in the previous 
paragraph. For your protection, make 
sure the label applied to the package has 
the proper wording for the service you 
just purchased. You should also make 
sure that you have a postal receipt with 
the tracking number in hand before 
leaving the post office.

While this all might seem a little 
confusing, the differences in labels and 
tracking numbers are important. Please 
do not use Insured Mail or Registered 
Mail for sending circuits. Your costs will 
be much higher for both, and the receipt 

For use when mailing circuits to other members.

For use only when mailing a circuit to APs.
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numbers can only be tracked online by 
the USPS.

History 1930–1940
As noted last month, the sales report-

ed in 1930 were less than those reported 
in 1929, due primarily to the onset of the 
Great Depression. There were a couple 
of other interesting notes in J.E. Guest’s 
report that year. He suggested finding 
an American insurance company for in-
suring the Sales Department inventory 
and paying for that insurance out of the 
insurance fund. (Today, the inventory 
that exists in our office is indeed insured, 
through Hugh Wood Inc., and the In-
surance Fund does pay the premiums.) 
Guest also noted that any items removed 
from sales books by the Examiner of Sales 
Books are sent back to the owners when 
the books are retired. There were a number 
of sellers who wanted the items sent back 
to them immediately, but Guest explained 
that the extra expenses involved with that 
procedure made this impractical. (Our 
operation continued this practice until 
2002, when our new computer program 
made it possible for us to return the 
pulled items before the books in which 
they were mounted are retired.)

Substitutions in the sales books 
continued as problems for the Depart-
ment. One member confessed to doing 
this and was later found to be engaged 
in a vast stamp swindling deal for which, 
Guest said with some satisfaction, he 
“will doubtlessly be severely punished.”

At the 1930 Convention, it was an-

nounced that the U.S. Senate had passed 
a bill to make it illegal to send unsolic-
ited approvals through the U.S. mail. 
The Convention voted unanimously to 
support the bill as it entered the U.S. 
House of Representatives. (We require a 
written request or e-mail, before we will 
place a member on our approval lists for 
the first time.) It was George T. Bush of 
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania who seconded 
this resolution.

The sales for 1931 showed another 
drop of $9,000, again due to the Depres-
sion, but the Department served more 
members than it had in any year since its 
beginnings. Guest remained optimistic 
that he would receive another five-year 
appointment for his work and that the 
goal of $100,000 in annual sales could be 
attained.

The 1932 report was particularly 
bleak, as sales dropped from about 
$70,000 the previous year to $33,252. 
Again, the Great Depression was at fault 
and the buying list Guest maintained 
was reduced by 75 percent. He also had 
to curtail some clerical functions since 
the commissions were much less.

At this time, the Sales Department 
began using more than just one Exam-
iner of Sales books. The member who 
was responsible for U.S. stamps com-
mented that there was a decrease in the 
number of stamps that had been reperfed, 
regummed, repaired, or cleaned. The Ex-
aminer’s name was Ezra Cole, and he con-
tinued to check sales books for the APS 
into the 1970s. (Today, we have twenty-

five examiners who help us maintain the 
integrity of the material we handle.)

Sales in 1933 fell again, to $24,147, 
and many sales books were being sub-
mitted with lower-value stamps and 
small packet material. Guest commented 
in his report that there should be a mini-
mum commission or charge per book 
to help with the handling costs of cir-
culating books that eventually only sell 
$1 worth of material after traveling on 
six circuits. He hoped that with the new 
government programs for combating the 
Depression, the economy might pick up 
and members would return to buying 
stamps. Although the Exchange Depart-
ment continued to operate, there was 
now a movement to liquidate it. A com-
mittee was formed to study the feasibil-
ity of continuing the Exchange program 
that had served as the Sales Department’s 
springboard to success. No final decision 
was reached at the time. On their way 
home to Dallas, Texas from the Chicago 
Convention, J.E. Guest and his wife were 
involved in an automobile accident. They 
spent a week in the hospital near Mem-
phis, Tennessee. Even in an upper body 
casts, Guest and his wife continued with 
Sales Department operations.

Sales rose by $5,000 in 1934, indi-
cating to Guest that the economy was 
making the turn upward. Proposed by-
law revisions at this convention did not 
include provisions for an Exchange De-
partment and, after some discussions, 
it appeared that the committee noted 
above would be moving on liquidating 

two examples 
of labels that 
are for use 
by the UsPs 
for internal 
tracking.

electronically generated “signature tracking #” used by the sales 
Division for mailing circuits to members and chapters.
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the Department within the next year. 
The report of that committee was pre-
sented to the 1935 Convention with list-
ings of claims on the inventory. The Ex-
change was officially dropped from the 
Society at this point. Sales rose by about 
$700 from the 1934 totals and Guest 
saw that as encouraging, noting that he 
would rather be “your sales manager 
than engage in an independent stamp 
business.” This was the fiftieth conven-
tion and it was advertised as the Golden 
Jubilee of the APS. Part of the Golden Ju-
bilee Committee’s report addressed the 
Sales Department: “At every Convention 
there should be a demonstration booth 
devoted to the Department as a means 
of acquainting the members with what it 
has to offer and especially to show what 
not to put into the department.”

At the 1936 Convention, J.E. Guest 
presented a talk on mounting sales 
books: “For those that get best results 
from sales from their sales books ... have 
learned many things that make their 
stamps appeal to buyers....” After an 
expanded discussion of the points, he 
summed-up as follows:

1. Mount your stamps alphabetically 

by country and numerically by 
Scott.

2. Insert catalogue numbers and 
catalog values and mark on front 
covers year date of catalogue you 
used.

3. Put only stamps of one country 
in a book, or if more than one 
country, group with some ad-
joining country or group.

4. Eliminate damaged, repaired, 
heavily canceled and other cast-
offs from your offerings. Do not 
enter stamps you are doubtful of 
as to genuineness, etc.

5. Make books up to around $25 [$30 
now] net minimum if possible. 
Price your stamps in line with 
market prices.

6. Mount your stamps neatly and do 
not send in books of juvenile or 
greatly over-catalogueed items 
and expect to sell them at 50% of 
catalogue.

Does any of this sound familiar? 
We do not use the exact wording of that 
period in our present literature, but the 
expanded discussions and the ideas pre-
sented then are still true today.

Guest went on to report sales of 
$37,973.88, an increase of $8,000 over 

the previous year. Sales were on the rise 
again after the huge drop from 1929–
1933. His appointment was renewed for 
another five years. The 1937 Convention 
report stated another increase in sales by 
$7,000. Clearly the operation was rising 
out of the Great Depression, but would 
the increasing tensions in Europe affect 
this APS service?

To be continued....

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of catego-
ries. (Each group of 10 or more qualify-
ing books must be received at the same 
time and contain at least $50 of material 
per book. The coupons are issued when 
the qualifying books are reviewed soon 
after arriving.) Each book must be de-
signed to fit one of the categories, exclu-
sively. Visit http://stamps.org/Stamps-
Needed for more information and the 
list of qualifying categories or contact us 
to obtain a hard copy of the list. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have bet-
ter sales.] Below are categories that have 
been mentioned in this column for the 
last two months and will qualify for this 
offer until August 1, 2012, if the contents 
fall completely within the described fo-
cus of each:

U.S. 1900–1940
U.S. Blocks
U.S. Covers 1900–1945
Canada pre-Elizabeth
Air Mails Worldwide
Animals & Flora
Space
Transportation

Visit the APS 
Sales Division & 

StampStore Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org

of the
UNITED STATES

QUALITY STAMPS

GUY GASSER
P.O. Box 2320

Florissant, MO 63032
Phone (314) 330-8684

E-mail: guy@hbphilatelics.com

ATTENTION All Collectors!
You can pass the philatelic energy of your or your loved one’s 
collection on to others by sharing these collections with the 

APS as tax deductible,* “in kind,” donations.
Collections are carefully inspected, then re-offered to

APS members at special prices or free of charge
to youth stamp groups and schools, or, if unique,

added to the APS reference collection.
For further information, contact volunteer Richard Nakles,

APS In-Kind Donations, at rnakles@stamps.org.
*tax deduction, in accordance with IRS tax laws


