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sales talk
by tom horn

Shopping Cart Changes for StampStore

With the revamping of the APS 
website, you will see changes 
in the searches at Stamp-

Store. Th e shopping cart details also are 
changing. When the new site goes live, 
the cart can contain items from Stamp-
Store and/or from regular APS publica-
tions and specialty items. Th e items can 
be listed in the cart indefi nitely; how-
ever, the items in the cart are not yours 
until you go through the check out pro-
cess. Th is means that if, for example, a 
book you place in your shopping cart 
sells out before you checkout of the cart, 
the book will not be available for you to 
purchase. Th e same will be true for any 
StampStore items you place in your cart. 
Placing items in your shopping cart will 
not remove the items from view of other 
APS members on StampStore. To obtain 
the items, you will need to fi nalize your 
purchase of them.

Reminder on StampStore 
Posting Fees Change

Eff ective July 1, 2009 the posting fees 
for items submitted to StampStore are 10 
cents per item. Please be sure to count
the number of sales sheets you submit 

to StampStore in each 
shipment and remit 
the appropriate post-
ing fees.

Requesting 
Circuits

Th is is your lucky 
month! Find the business reply 
card in this issue of Th e 
American Philatelist, 
check the list of cat-
egories on the back cover 
of the magazine and com-
plete the card. Drop the card in the mail 
to get started with buying stamps from 
the “mini-stamp stores” you will receive 
from the Sales Division on approval. We 
pay the postage for the card.

As a special for July, August and 
September, any member who signs up 
for this service for the fi rst time (or has 
not received circuits since December 
31, 2004) will receive a smaller version 
of our circuits as an introduction to the 
service. When this off er was made in 
January 2009, we introduced more than 
220 members to this great way to buy 
material for their collections. Many of 

them had been members 
for years and had not used 

the service. Let us help you 
add to your collection.

Book Missing, 
Book Missing!

Th is is an urgent request to 
the buyers in the Sales Divi-
sion. When you receive a cir-

cuit from the Sales Division 
or from another member, 
count the sales books as 

soon as you open the pack-
age. Th en check the route sheet or the 
report sheet for the number of books 
that should be in the circuit. If there is 
a discrepancy, contact us immediately. 
When you are ready to forward the 
circuit, count the books again. We fi nd 
that missing books are oft en discovered 
in catalogues or in albums aft er being 
used as bookmarks. Finding the book 
involves contact with several members 
on the circuit list and extra mailing costs 
to retrieve it. Th ere is a lot of detail work 
in processing each circuit, and having a 
routine in place for handling each one 
makes the processing easier.

Sales Division at STAMPSHOW
Plan to visit the APS booth area at StampShow in Pittsburgh in August to check out the sales circuits provided by 

the Sales Division. We will have many circuits in popular categories available. Aft er you visit the many dealers at the 
show, make your way to the Sales Division table to relax and browse through material in your interest areas. We hope 
to add to your StampShow experience again this year.
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Sales Division Summer 
Saturdays

Th ere are four more Saturdays left  
this summer during which the Sales Di-
vision will be open for business: July 18, 
August 1, August 15, and August 29 
from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Regular Ameri-
can Philatelic Center hours are 8 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. Stop 
by and visit.

How I Got Into Collecting
Th is is an interesting letter from 

Mary Anne Bell:
“Th ought you might want to 

hear about a female senior who just 
got into stamp collecting only two 
years ago quite by accident. Topi-
cals are a great way to begin col-
lecting.

“My husband had been a life-
long stamp collector, and my son 
sought out sports cards and now 
Star Wars memorabilia. I wanted 
to fi nd something of interest to me. 
Since my last name is Bell, I began 
to search out all types of bells and 
even joined the American Bell As-
sociation International.

“While attending my fi rst con-
vention held in Baltimore, I discov-
ered a book for sale entitled Bells on 
Stamps by J. Archibald and Yvonne 
MacPherson. What a perfect way to 
combine two hobbies!

“My husband helped to fi nd the 
bell stamps in the book from his 
stash of duplicates. Shortly aft er 
I began attending the local club 
meetings with him, a member gave 
me a copy of a checklist of bells on 
stamps, worldwide. Th e reference is 
invaluable in fi nding those stamps 
with VERY small bells.

“Two special sets of stamps in-
trigued me: Th e 1950 Holy Year 
stamps issued by the Portuguese 
Colonies and the Berlin Freedom 
sets. Th en I discovered how many 
countries had used the Liberty Bell 
on stamps and cachets and as can-
cellations.

“Soon I expanded into other 
Topicals: Lighthouses (that we visit 
on vacations), authors, poets and 
books (because I taught English), 
Pennsylvania-related items, and 
American Indians. Now my hus-

band and I scour antiques shops 
and attend many stamp shows to-
gether hoping to add to our collec-
tions.”

‘5 For 10’ Categories 
(Needs)

We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 
Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950 and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for 
free blank books and mounts for every 
ten completed books containing mate-
rial from a set list of categories. (Each 
group of ten or more qualifying books 
must be received at the same time and 
at least $50 per book. Th e coupons are 
issued when the qualifying books are re-
viewed soon aft er arriving.) Each book 
must be designed to fi t one of the cat-
egories, exclusively. Details are sent with 
blank sales book orders. You also may 
visit www.stamps.org and click Sales Di-
vision and How to Sell. [Note: Single-
country books usually have better sales.] 
Below are categories that are in very 
short supply at this time:

U.S. Air Mail (singles)
U.S. Offi  cials
U.S. Possessions
Baltic States
British Atlantic Islands
France (19th Century)
Greece
India
Th ailand
Turkey
Yugoslavia
Topicals:
Birds
Transportation

Visit
the Sales
Division &

StampStore
Online!

www. stamps.org


