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Stamp Hinge Frequently Asked Questions
The Hunt Continues for a New Peelable Hinge

Questions regularly received in the 
sales circuit area ask if the APS sells 
stamp hinges, how much they are, 

and “Do you know where I can buy some 
hinges, the peelable ones?” Unfortunately, 
no, we do not sell them. One can check on-
line sales and auction websites for them, but 
be ready to pay between $10 and $20 for one 
pack of Dennison hinges.

In 1995, we did some digging for in-
formation on the formula for the Denni-
son hinges. I spoke with a person who had 
some familiarity with the manufacturing of 
the hinges, but he could not provide any in-
formation about the ingredients that made 
them peelable. He did give us a lead to one 
of the chemists, and when I contacted him, 
he said that upon his retirement at the time 
Dennison was sold to Avery, he was told to 
destroy his files on the hinge-making pro-
cess. He could not recall exactly what made 
them peelable. This was more than 20 years 
after the last hinges were packaged at Den-
nison.

In 1997, in corresponding with Avery 
Dennison, I found that they did not have the 
patent rights for the hinges and that if any 

rights were originally secured, they would 
have expired by that time. Contact with 
another adhesive manufacturing company 
was not fruitful because the APS would have 
had to guarantee sales of a substantial num-
ber of packs of hinges before they would 
begin research and development of stamp 
hinges. This was something we could not 
and cannot afford to do, especially because 
there would be no guarantee that the hinge 
developed would be acceptable as a peelable 
hinge.

In 2005, I contacted someone who also 
stated that they were told to destroy files on 
the hinge-making process when they re-
tired, feeling a “great loss when 38 years of 
my work at Dennison was gone forever. As 
I recall it was a good product but very diffi-
cult to make.” He also noted that if Avery did 
not obtain the formula when it bought Den-
nison, then the stamp hinge formula is no 
longer available. The person did remember 
the name of an operator of the machinery 
that laid the adhesive on the paper and the 
machine that processed it to reduce curling, 
but we were not able to contact him.

Stories have circulated in the last 20 

Five different packets of stamp hinges.
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years about: someone buying and us-
ing the machines that cut these legend-
ary hinges; how the adhesive contained 
glycerin that made them peelable; how 
the adhesive was applied in two layers; 
how the light-green glassine paper was 
the factor in the peelability; and how 
the ingredients used then are not envi-
ronmentally safe and cannot be used.

As I visit stamp shows or stamp 
shops, I will buy a pack of hinges if I 
have not seen the packaging before. We 
run very simple tests on them but have 
not found peelable hinges being made 
today. The hinges we have found are se-
cure for attaching and holding stamps 
to album pages, but they just do not 
easily peel off the stamps. When using 
these hinges, we suggest using a damp-
ened cotton swab to rub the hinge part 
attached to the stamp. The hinge should 
then be carefully peeled off the stamp or 
soak it off, if it is on a used stamp.

The latest attempt on peelability is 
from those who use archival or scrap 
booking tape as a hinge. They maintain 
that the tape securely fastens the stamp 
to the page, peels easily, and does not 
leave a residue on the back of the stamp. 
When members ask us about this tape, 

we caution them to try it on an inexpen-
sive stamp, using this experiment: Set 
your oven to about 200 degrees. Apply 
the tape to the stamp and place it on an 
oven-safe baking sheet. Turn the oven 
off when it reaches temperature and 
place the baking sheet in the oven for 
about 10 minutes. Remove it from the 
oven and let it cool. Remove the hinge 
and check for residue on the back of the 
stamp. The heat of the oven imitates the 
aging process of the tape and its adhe-
sive. No residue on the stamp might 
indicate that the tape could be used for 
short-term mounting.

One member ran a rather detailed 
experiment, with different scenarios to 
reflect the aging process of the tapes he 
used. We received a copy of his write-up 
and sent it to our preservation commit-
tee for review. The following is the opin-
ion of that committee’s chair:

“I worked for Avery Dennison for 
5 years sometime ago, and I am con-
vinced that adhesive tape of any kind 
is NOT archival. Over the years adhe-
sives will age and do a variety of things.

“Think back to the last time you 
saw something taped with old-fash-
ioned cellophane tape. The adhesive 

had yellowed and become brittle. Today 
‘magic’ tape is made with acrylic resins, 
which are far better for aging qualities, 
but still they tend to migrate over time, 
primarily due to the additives used. 
Think back to the first U.S. self-adhesive 
Weather Vane stamp and how it has mi-
grated through the stamp to ruin the 
appearance.

“Also this will happen to current 
self-adhesives if left on the siliconized 
backing paper. The adhesives will mi-
grate through that very thin silicone 
coating. It is just a matter of time. In my 
opinion, the only means for long-term 
archival storage is to remove the adhe-
sive with safer solvents. Yes, it is no lon-
ger a truly mint stamp but it will retain 
the surface appearance.

“Some have suggested using a light 
dusting of talcum powder on the adhe-
sive after removal. Again, I believe that 
the talcum will eventually be absorbed 

Interesting Parcel Wrapper

Here is an interesting parcel wrapper received in 2001 when the APS 
was in State College, Pennsylvania. This wrapper was for a circuit 
sent to Japan using registered mail. When the addressee saw that 

a sizeable duty amount needed to be paid, he refused it. Japanese customs 
applied two return labels printing “Saudi Arabia” then crossing it out and 
writing “USA.” There is no evidence of it traveling through Saudi Arabia to 
get back to the United States, but the cover made the roundtrip in 75 days.

“The Miracle Hinge,” an unusual and time-intensive method of applying hinges. The directions included are dangerous 
because they suggest using the flammable chemical benzene as a tool for applying the stamp hinges.
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into the adhesive with 
that adhesive becoming 
active again.

“Note these are my 
opinions, and only years 
in the future will prove 
whether I am correct or 
not.”

As for the use of self-
adhesive hinging in the 
sales books, we encour-
age sellers to avoid them. 
We have been receiving 
correspondence from 
several buyers who say 
that they skip over any 
books that have these hinges. While 
the tape can be easily removed from 
the stamps, there are some stamps on 
which a slight residue remains. We cau-
tion anyone wanting to use the self-ad-
hesive hinges in sales books to be ready 
to expect a negative affect on sales. And 
for collectors using these hinges in their 
albums, check them periodically for ad-
hesive migration. Archival-safe mounts 
are still the safest coverings for placing 
the more valuable items in albums and 
sales books.

If you have any research on hinges 
or have discovered peelable hinges of 
recent manufacture, please let us know. 
We are interested in finding the new 
peelable hinge of consistent quality and 
performance that we can offer for sale 
along with the mounts we stock.

New Supply Prices July 1, 2015
The sales division has held the 

prices for blank sales books level for 
approximately eight years and stamp 
mounts for four years. The prices for 
these supplies will be changing on July 
1, 2015, and postage will be added for 
the heavier inventory items, the 10, 50, 
and 100 sales-book-size packages and 

for the mounts. The amount for postage 
is greatest for international orders. The 
new prices for sales books and stamp 
mounts, along with the new additional 
postage amounts, are detailed in the 
charts nearby.

USPS Tracking Adjustments
We have been contacted by a num-

ber of members about an apparent 
change in how the USPS tracking ser-
vice is applied to packages. It seems 
that the tracking labels customers could 
have on hand and apply to packages 
are not being used by postal clerks. The 
clerks are saying that the tracking num-
ber must be generated by the post of-
fice cash register and applied there. It 

is unclear whether the 
customer could obtain 
the tracking number 
on a cash register re-
ceipt if postage is not 
bought through the 
clerk and included in 
a barcode label. As I 
write this, the USPS 
tracking labels are 
still offered in pads of 
50 online at the www.
usps.com website.

We will watch for 
any changes in the 
policy and note them 

in future Sales Talk columns.

Next-Of-Kin Information
Contact information we have for 

members using the circuit system to buy 
or sell is important to update yearly. For 
sellers who died and have not given us 
next-of-kin information, any remain-
ing sales books and sales proceeds can-
not be sent to the heirs who should be 
getting the benefits of the seller’s work. 
We try to search for some connection 
to the deceased online. Most times we 
are successful at finding heirs. We en-
courage sellers to complete a form, giv-
ing us the contact information of their 
heir, so the returns will not be delayed 
and we can make the arrangements for 

What the Sales Division Offers
“Mini-Stamp Shops” delivered to your home • $8 million inventory

More than 160 collecting categories • No buying limit
$215 average value per sales book • Buyer satisfaction guaranteed

Sellers’ books insured while circulating • 40,000 books in circulation
 

Questions? Contact us via e-mail at salesdiv@stamps.org, 
by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 227, or by mail at 

APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

SALES BOOKS UPDATED ADDITIONAL POSTAGE AMOUNTS
U.S. Canada International

1 sales book $0 $1 $2
10 sales books $1 $2 $9
50 sales books $3 $30 $45
100 sales books $4 $35 $50

STAMPMOUNTS UPDATED ADDITIONAL POSTAGE AMOUNTS
U.S. Canada International

size C½  100s and 500s, 
size C1½ 100s, size C3½ 100s

$0 $1 $2

C1½ and C3½ 500s, size C90 and 
C100  100s

$1 $2 $9

SALES BOOKS UPDATED PRICES
1 10 50 100

For singles, 16-page $1.50 $10 $40 $70
For blocks, 16-page $1.50 $10 $40 $70
For covers $1.75 $13 $60 $105
For singles, 8-page $1.25 $9 $35 $55
For blocks, 8-page $1.25 $9 $35 $55

STAMPMOUNTS UPDATED PRICES
100 500

Size C½ $7 $27
Size C1½ $8 $28
Size C3½ $10 $39
Size C90 $15 ---
Size C100 $19 ---
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future checks and returns directly with 
them. The seller’s signature on the form 
gives us the authority to accept return 
instructions from the chosen heir. If 
we cannot contact the heirs, the form 
states that the remaining unsold stamps 
and the retirement check amounts will 
be considered donations to the soci-
ety. Contact us to obtain a form or go 
to the form for sellers located online at 
http://stamps.org/userfiles/file/sales/
Survive_2.pdf.

For buyers from the circuit books, 
we want to have contact information of 
their next of kin, in case the buyer has 
passed away or is not available for long 
periods of time, so we can retrieve cir-
cuits that were mailed to them and are 
sitting in their home. With up to $4,000 
value in a circuit, you can see why we 
need this information. If we are not 
able to contact the buyer or the chosen 
representative, we must take further 
actions to retrieve the circuits. Circuit 
buyers have an obligation to let their 
families know what the circuit system 
is and what must be done with circuits 

that arrive and cannot be handled in a 
timely manner. We stress that the cir-
cuit’s contents do not belong to the 
member receiving them and should not 
be counted as part of their estate. The 
web address for the form buyers should 
use to give us next-of-kin information 
is http://stamps.org/userfiles/file/sales/
Survive_1.pdf.

For both of these forms, please 
note that we will only use the contact 
information for the appropriate situa-
tion where the member is not available 
or deceased. This information is not 
given out to anyone, and no advertis-
ing mailings will be sent. But it is very 
important to let the person(s) you enter 
on the form know you are giving their 
contact information to us to avoid hav-
ing problems with packages going to or 
from the member. The wording in the 
letter section of these forms is different, 
but the information requested is the 
same. If you sell and buy through us, 
you might want to complete both forms 
and have them on file with us, updating 
them if the contact person changes.

‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. For more information and the 
list of qualifying categories visit http://
stamps.org/Stamps-Needed or contact 
us to obtain a hard copy of the list. Sin-
gle-country books usually have better 
sales.

U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Fancy Cancels
U.S. Precancels/Perfins
British Middle East
British Victorian Era (mixed colo-

nies)
Czechoslovakia
Luxembourg
Spain
China
Israel 
Ryukyus
Worldwide airmails


