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SALES TALK
BY TOM HORN circuit sales director 
twhorn@stamps.org

Circuit Sales Items at WSS-NY 2016
Items From Donated Books to be Offered for Purchase

..................................................................................................................

The APS will be well represented 
at World Stamp Show-NY 2016. 
We will have a super booth, 

sharing space with the show’s sales 
counter and the American Stamp Deal-
ers Association. Staff members from 
Bellefonte will be there every day to 
address any questions or concerns you 
might have, and we are happy to accept 
compliments, as well.

At 11 a.m. on Friday, June 3, Circuit 
Sales and StampStore will have a pre-
sentation about the two services in 
Room 1E16. Along with regular APS 
booth offerings noted elsewhere in this 
issue, we will have items from donat-
ed sales books for sale. Single pages of stamps taken from 
these donated books will be placed in glassine envelopes. The 
price noted is for the contents of each envelope and will be 
at 15 percent to 25 percent of the catalog value. The funds 
received will benefit our youth and educational programs 
and the Campaign for Philately. This is not the same arrange-
ment that we have at our August StampShow when members 
can sit down to browse through sales books. Encourage your 
friends who are not APS members to stop by, as these will 
be available to them as well; get them to join the APS at the 
show and they can take advantage of the many benefits we 
offer right away.

Driving? Then please plan to make a stop at the Match 
Factory complex in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania as part of your 
plans. With all of the APS services offered here, you can ex-
tend your philatelic enjoyment. Our new library space will 
be operational and you can buy stamps from Circuit Sales, 

StampStore, and 
the new location 
of the in-house 
Stamp and Cover 
store. Tours can be 
scheduled for first-time visitors and for those who have 
not seen the renovations. You will be impressed! (I work here 
every day, and I am impressed with how it has progressed.)

Summer Seminar Plans
If you plan to attend the APS Summer Seminar on Philat-

ely (June 19 to 24), you should register now. While you learn 
more about stamp collecting in a course, take advantage of 
the knowledge other attendees have to enrich your experi-
ence here. The atmosphere is energized the whole week. Bring 
your want list for buying from circuit books, StampStore, and 
the Stamp and Cover shop. When you visit the library, don’t 

A glassine with a single page from a donated 
sales book, like this example from Australia, 
will be available for sale at the APS booth at 
World Stamp Show-NY 2016.

WWW.MOZIANSTAMPS.COM
Or contact us at 

Lawrence J Mozian
PO Box 5774

Williamsburg, VA 23188
E-mail  lmozian@cox.net    Phone  (757) 220-2007

Serving philatelists since 1901

If you collect stamps,
you owe it to yourself to check us out at

1847–1945

Quality U.S. Stamps
Singles (mint and used), Plate Blocks, Booklet Panes 

plus Complete Booklets, Price lists $2 each category or 
free online. We also buy quality U.S. & foreign stamps.

Mountainside Stamps, Coins and Currency
P.O. Box 1116 • Mountainside, NJ 07092

Tel: 908-232-0539 or 908-419-9751
E-mail: tjacks@verizon.net • www.mountainsidestamps.com

Tom Jacks, owner; member APS, ASDA
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be surprised if you find books to purchase for your literature 
and reference collection.

Plan to arrive in Bellefonte a day of two early to attend 
our local stamp show, Scopex, organized by the Mount Nit-
tany Philatelic Society, a life chapter member of the APS. The 
show runs June 18 and 19. The Circuit Sales area will be open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. that Saturday. There is plenty to do even 
before the seminar starts.

Circuit Request Form
The Circuit Sales form for requesting circuits is online 

and appears in this magazine occasionally and this month it 
is located in the box at left. Many members use the online 
form at stamps.org/circuit-request to add categories to their 
want lists for receiving these approvals. Those who currently 
receive them need only to e-mail or call us to add or delete 
categories from your list. Anyone who has not been receiv-
ing circuits would need to contact us by e-mail, the online 
form, the printed form, or by letter for the first request. This 
is the information required to efficiently process the request: 
Name, APS number, mailing address, and the categories you 
want. We welcome additional contact information such as 
daytime phone number and e-mail address.

The form is not required. It just makes it clear to us which 
categories you want. But, a simple e-mail or note will offer 
you the opportunity to tell us what your collecting interests 
are and we can direct you to the appropriate circuit category. 
For example, your interest might be North Borneo. Malaysia 
would be your best bet for receiving material from this coun-
try. So, rather than taking a guess on the appropriate category 
let us steer you toward the one that fits your interests. You 
might also find that we do not receive very much material in 
certain interest areas and we can let you know that, as well. 
Instead, you might be better served by receiving a one-time 
only direct circuit, when enough can be amassed for you.

With the technology of today, the best way to contact us, 
with a quick response, is by e-mail at circuitsales@stamps.org.

Discrepancies in Sales Books
Members send us interesting comments about the cir-

cuits, sales books and just about anything they can think of 
related to stamps, circuit-related or not. A recent letter com-
mented on member notations she noted in her sales books 
upon their return to her with a nice check for sales. Her story 
illustrates our position exactly on buyers writing comments 
in sales books. I will not attempt to add any better wording:

I received a box of retired sales books the other day. Sales 
were pretty good. Overall I was pleased (although I will be 
sending in a damage claim for at least one stamp).

Now, here’s the amusing story. In virtually every group 
of circuits that I receive back, someone has questioned my 
ID of at least one stamp by noting it in the book. Now, I 
have to tell you that I find this frustrating, because whether 
they are right or wrong, I find that it negatively impacts 
sales from that book.

But this time took the cake. I had an item in one of my 

Circuit Selections Listing
U.S. General (Mint & Used)

U.S. Mint Only
U.S. Used Only

U.S. 1900-1940 (Mint & Used)
U.S. 19th Century*

U.S. Back of the Book*
U.S. Air Mails*
U.S. Officials*

U.S. Cut Squares*
U.S. Revenues*

U.S. Possessions*
U.S. Ryukyu Islands*

U.S. Blocks
U.S. Plate Blocks

U.S. Coils*
U.S. Plate No. Singles*

U.S. Fancy Cancels*
U.S. Precancels*

U.S. Covers
U.S. Covers (19th C.)

U.S. Covers 1900-1945
U.S. Picture Postcards
U.S. Postal Stationery
U.S. First Day Covers

British Empire
British Empire- 

Victorian Era
British Empire Mint only
British Empire Used only

British Pre-Elizabeth
British Atlantic Islands

British Africa
Southern Africa
British America

British West Indies
British West Indies Mint

Bahamas
Bermuda

Br. Caribbean Saints
Jamaica

British North America*
Canada General

Canada pre-Elizabeth
Canada Mint Only
Canada Used Only

British Asia
Hong Kong*

India & States*
Malaysia-Singapore

British Europe
Channel Islands

Great Britain
Great Britain 19th Century

Ireland
British Middle East

British Oceania
British Oceania Mint

Australia
Australia States

New Zealand
Topicals (General)

Animals & Flora
Art and Painting

Europa
Space*
Sports

Transportation
Africa

Air Mails Worldwide*
Argentina

Asia
Austria
Balkans

Baltic States*
Belgium
Benelux
Bolivia
Brazil

Central America
Central Europe

Chile
China

Colombia
Costa Rica

Cuba

Czechoslovakia
Danzig*

Denmark
East Germany

Eastern Europe
Ecuador
Egypt*

Ethiopia
Europe

Europe(1840-1940)
Far East
Finland
France

France & Colonies
France 19th Century

French Africa
French Colonies

German Colonies*
German Covers
German States

Germany
Germany Pre-1945
Global (1840-1940)

Global Covers
Global General (mint & used)

Global Used Only
Greece

Guatemala
Honduras
Hungary

Iceland-Greenland
Iran (Persia)

Israel
Italian Colonies*

Italy
Japan
Korea

Latin America
Latin West Indies*

Lebanon
Liberia

Liechtenstein
Luxembourg

Mexico
Middle East

Miniature Sheets
Monaco

Netherlands
Netherlands Colonies

Nicaragua
Norway

Panama*
Paraguay*

Peru
Philippines

Poland
Portugal

Portuguese Colonies
Romania

Russia (USSR)
Saar

Salvador
San Marino
Scandinavia

Siam (Thailand)
South America
Southeast Asia

Southern Europe
Spain

Spanish Colonies*
Sweden

Switzerland
Trieste*
Turkey

United Nations*
Uruguay
Vatican

Venezuela
West Germany

Yugoslavia

* These circuits may incur long delays 
due to frequent shortages of material. 

We urgently solicit books for these 
areas.
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books that was Scott No. 7, position 27R1E and someone 
decided to put a question mark next to the identification. 
Now, why, you may ask is this so amazing? Because the 
item had an APS certificate with it! So, not only are other 
members questioning my judgment — they’re now ques-
tioning the judgment of APS expertizers.

Now, I have to say that I had a really good laugh and 
I needed the laugh. But it occurs to me that this would 
be an EXCELLENT example to use to remind people that 
they really shouldn’t make notes in other sellers’ books, 
but rather send a note to the sales division (Circuit Sales) if 
they have a question. The sales division can then review the 
item and make a determination — not the individual who 
thinks they know more than other sellers and, in this case, 
expertizers.

Rules for Sellers Reminder
As noted last month, the Rules for Sellers had changes 

effective May 1. The new maximum per sales book will be 
$600, with the minimum remaining at $30 and the occasional 
exception as noted in the January column. This also affects 
the amount we could send in each circuit, which has been 
$4,000, and will now allow more value in circuits of certain 
categories.

The fines charged by sales examiners will now apply to 
any items removed from sales books, including misidentifi-
cations and the other reasons for removal noted in Rules for 
Sellers No. 14. The fines are $1 for items priced $10 and less 
and $2 for items with net prices of $10.01 or more. Coun-
terfeits can be sold through Circuit Sales, but they must be 
noted and priced as such and must be marked on the back of 
the stamp as such.

The Insurance Fund Fee charged on sales books when 
they are retired will change from 2 percent of the remain-

ing amount to 1 percent of the original amount of the book 
as submitted. This will go into effect when the Circuit Sales 
upgrade is operational.

‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank books for every 10 

completed books (clearance books do not qualify) containing 
material from a set list of categories. As you earn coupons for 
free blank books, the coupons can only be redeemed if ac-
companied by an order for sales books and/or mounts. Each 
month we list categories that are in particularly short supply. 
(single-country books usually have better sales.)

U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Precancels
Bahamas
Bermuda
Jamaica
Luxembourg
Poland
Vatican City
Japan
Philippines
Siam/Thailand
Latin America (all countries)

Circuit Sales Details
Questions? Contact us via e-mail at circuits@stamps.org, 

by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 227, or by mail at 
APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

Learn how to use the library to increase your enjoyment of the hobby. Search the online catalog for 
books, journals, article references, and name sales. For more information call 814-933-3803, selection 3.

The American Philatelic Research Library has resources on just about every aspect of 

stamp collecting — a subject, a place, a time, or even a person. With more than 20,000 

books and 5,000 periodicals from around the world, the APRL staff can assist you with 

your research needs.


