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Clearance Circuit 
Books — New Details

We have had the Clearance 
Circuit Books program in 
place for more than two 

years. With this experience under our 
belts, and after taking a look at the suc-
cess of the program and the increasing 
size of the inventory, we are making 
some changes in (a) how the circuit 
books enter the Clearance inventory and 
(b) the circulation period of the books.

Beginning with the June 2013 retire-
ment of regular sales books, sellers who 
previously had their old books placed 
directly into the Clearance inventory will 
first have to have their books formally re-
tired. They will then receive a check for 
the sales to that point, along with an ac-
count statement. The books will then be 
reprocessed as new books with new APS 
book numbers, and the remaining values 
adjusted for the seller’s chosen discounts. 
The plus to this process is that the sell-
ers will receive a check at the end of the 
book’s rounds on regular circuits. They 
also will receive an acknowledgment 
showing the new information about 
their books. We will place the notation of 
“ZH” in front of the seller’s book number 
for our computer program records.

The circulation time for Clearance 
Books will change from twelve months 
to eighteen months — the same general 

circulation time as for the regular sales 
books. This change makes our retire-
ment process for all books much more 
efficient.  At the end of eighteen months, 
the books are removed from the circuit 
and processed for retirement. There is a 
minimum commission of $2 per book 
(regular books have a minimum of $3) 
and the 2 percent insurance fund fee for 
all books that have not sold.

With these changes in mind, we 
suggest applying a generous discount 
to the remaining stamps in the book at 
the time they are placed into the Clear-
ance inventory. Selling the entire book 
means that the only charge to you is the 
20 percent APS commission. If the book 
does not sell, you will be charged the 
minimum $2 commission, the 2 percent 
insurance fund fee, and the return post-
age. The discount you select will be the 
focal point for the buyer, and we have 
observed that few buyers seem to take 
into account the seller’s original pricing. 
Here is an example:
  Revised 
Original Price Discount Pricing
50% of catalogue 50% 25%
25% of catalogue 30% 17.5%

Although the discount for the sec-
ond book does not look as generous, it 
results in a much lower asking price.

When we began this program, we 
guessed at the popularity of certain cat-
egories under the new buying venue. We 
knew the United States areas would be 
well received. However, we have found 
several categories that are rarely request-
ed:

• All of the topical areas
• U.N.
• Independent Africa
• Mixed countries of Europe, Southern 

Europe, Central Europe and 
Benelux.

• The least requested U.S. areas are First 
Day Covers and blocks (including 
blocks of four, booklets and panes, 
etc.).

This means that if we receive a lot 
of books in these categories, the seller 
might be getting them back after eigh-
teen months with little or no circulation.

Our current Clearance inventory in-
cludes 5,350 books valued at $545,000. 
From February 2011 through Febru-
ary 2013, we have sold 2,000 Clearance 
books valued at $144,000, averaging $72 
per book. Within these totals are the fol-
lowing for February 2012 through Feb-
ruary 2013: 1258 sold out sales books 
valued at $90,700, averaging about $72 
per book.
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In addition, we have several sellers 
who have asked about donating their 
unsold sales books to the APS after they 
have run through the Clearance circuits. 
We appreciate their thoughtfulness.

New Instructions  
for Mailing Circuits

As noted in last month’s column, 
we are permitting the use of the USPS 
Tracking service for mailing circuits be-
tween members, thus reducing the mail-
ing costs for members. What follows is a 
summary of the new instructions begin-
ning May 1, 2013:

1. All circuits may be sent using the USPS 
Tracking service.
Save the tracking number on a nar-

row strip from the label and/or place it 
on the cash register receipt the postal 
clerk gives you. The postage cost will 
be $5.80 for the small flat-rate Priority 
boxes or $5.95 for the flat-rate Priority 
padded envelope.

2. The Insurance Fund Fee will increase 
by 50 cents to $2.
We are increasing the Insurance 

Fund Fee to $2 (from $1.50) per circuit 
to cover possible additional losses, since 
the USPS Tracking service does not ob-
tain a delivery signature from the ad-
dressee.

3. The Sales Division will be using USPS 
Tracking on circuits sent to members 
on all circuits processed on or after 
May 1, 2013.
We will continue to allow the use of 

Signature Confirmation, the hot-pink 
barcode label. This is more secure than 
Tracking and members may still pre-
fer to use it. These two services can be 
checked online, making the tracking 
more efficient for the members and for 
APS.

The following USPS services are not 
suggested for use when forwarding cir-
cuits: 

• Certificate of Mailing
• Insured Mail
• Registered Mail
• Certified Mail
• Return Receipt for Merchandise

Calling the Sales Division
We are here to help you with your 

buying and selling experiences in the 
Sales Division. If you have questions 
concerning any part of the sales sys-
tem, mounting of sales books, activity 
as a buyer, etc., please call us at 814-
933-3803. The APS phone message 
option gives you #2 for the Sales Divi-
sion. You will be connected with Bill 
Dixon’s extension #228. If he is on that 
line, Carol Hoffman might answer your 
call. Her extension is #231. Carol has 
been with us since 1979. She has estab-
lished herself as the “go to” person for 
Washington-Franklins identifications, 
assisting in teaching the Summer Semi-
nar course on this subject, and is very 
knowledgeable about sales book con-
tent. Bill began here in 1981 and teaches 
the Fakes and Forgery classes, focusing 
on non-U.S. stamps, and has collected 
stamps since 1959. My own tenure here 
started full-time in 1980, with four 
part-time years before that. My collect-
ing habit began in 1958. My extension 

is #227. Any of the three of us are happy 
to help you.

StampStore Buyer Tips 
Search results can give you no more 

than 1,000 items; for example, if you do 
a general search for a country you will, in 
most cases, find several thousand items, 
but only the first 1,000 will be displayed. 
We suggest that you try entering an Era 
or a Scott Catalogue number range when 
conducting a search. Choosing more 
search criteria may result in fewer dis-
played results.

All new items and newly reduced 
items will be displayed with the appro-
priate icons for thirty days. These items 
can be located by using the Stamp Filter 
area and choosing to sort by New Items 
or Reduced Items. We suggest schedul-
ing your visits to StampStore at least ev-
ery 30 days, in order to check our new-
est submissions and for items that might 
have had price changes since you last 
visited the site.

We now offer new search features in-
cluding an extensive list of Stamp Types, 

New Prices for Mounts 
The prices for the mounts offered by Stampstore and the Sales Division will 

increase on May 15, 2013. The costs of buying the mounts from our supplier have 
increased every year since 2009, but our prices have remained the same.  The new 
prices will be:

Packs of 100 mounts (StampStore)
 C½ $6
 C1½ $7
 C3½ $9
 C90 $
 C100 $18

Packs of 500 mounts (Sales Division)
 C½ $26
 C1½ $27
 C3½ $38

Visit the APS 
Sales Division & 

StampStore Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org
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a choice of catalogue (if other than Scott 
and if the sellers list the information on 
their submission forms) and price range 
of available stamps.

In addition, we currently have about 
fifty members who voluntarily check 
items on the site for proper identifica-
tion and authenticity. When they notice 
a spurious or questionable item, they 
contact us to inspect it further or suggest 
that it be removed for return to its owner. 
These members are very knowledgeable 
about their own areas of collecting inter-
ests, however,  not all collecting interests 
are covered by these informal examiners. 
Many of them also serve as Sales Divi-
sion examiners and/or experts for our 
Expert Committee.

If you notice any items that might 
not be described correctly, please let us 
know by e-mailing Renee Gardner at 
renee@stamps.org, calling her at 814-
933-3803 extension 270, or by clicking 
on “Ask a Question” on the site. Your 
contact with us in this manner will help 
maintain the integrity of the site for all 
members.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. Visit www.stamps.org/Stamps-
Needed for more information and the 
list of qualifying categories, or contact us 
to obtain a hard copy of the list. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have better 
sales.]

U.S. Air Mail (stamps)
U.S. Coils
U.S. Officials
Baltic States
British Africa (colonial issues only)
British Caribbean Saints
British Middle East
Central America (single-country books)
China
Danzig
German Colonies
Hong Kong
Israel
Saar
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