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Circuit Category 
Adjustments — 
It’s About Time!

It is time for another review of the 
categories we offer. Since the arrival 
of the twenty-first century, some cat-

egories associated mostly with the twen-
tieth century are now ripe for spin-offs 
into time periods. We have already done 
this with Great Britain, British Empire, 
France, Germany, Europe, and Global. 
Many members have chosen to request 
those new circuits as additions to their 
want lists, as a way to receive more selec-
tions in the same general interest areas. 
Still others have switched from the origi-
nal circuit categories to the new ones, 
because the narrower focus was better 
suited to their needs. When requesting 
these new categories, just let us know if 
they are “additions to” or “instead of ” 
the originally requested categories.

First, here are updated descriptions 
of each of the present circuits from 
which these new circuits were spun:

• U.S. General will continue as THE 
general U.S. category, and will in-
clude all eras and all types of items.

• U.S. Covers, formerly U.S. 20th 
Century Covers, becomes the gener-
al-focus category, including covers of 
any type and any period.

• Canada General will still be the 
broadest, all-inclusive category for 
Canadian material. 

The spin-offs are:

• U.S. 1900–1940, which will include 
anything and everything from that 
period.

• U.S. Covers 1900–1945, including any 
covers from that period.

• Canada pre-Elizabeth, including mint 
and used stamps and covers from the 
nineteenth century and the first half 
of the twentieth century.

The categories in bold type below 
will undergo a change of focus, while 
those in italics will be dropped:

• U.S. Blocks, originally called U.S. 
Blocks of Four. This category will 
have a general focus on multiple-
stamp items, including blocks of 
four, U.S. Zip and Mail Early blocks, 
booklets and booklet panes. U.S. 
Zip & Mail Early Blocks category 
will be dropped for lack of material 
to support this as an independent 
category. 

• Animals and Flora, which combines 
the present categories: Animals, 
Birds, and Flowers. Supply of mate-
rial and the demand associated with 
each have played parts in this deci-
sion. We will be trying to structure 
this new circuit so that all three areas 
are represented in each circuit you 
receive. Sellers will be encouraged 
to provide full books of each. Also, 
many stamps contain all elements 
from all three categories in their de-
signs.

• Stamps on Stamps does not receive 
enough material to support its own 
circuit. The last new book we re-
ceived in this category was May 2011 

and there is a total of only ten sales 
books in our system at the moment. 
We will include any books of this 
topical in the Topical General cat-
egory circuits beginning this month.

• Transportation will be combined with 
Ships, for the supply and demand 
reasons noted above. Circuits in this 
category should include ships, trains, 
cars, buses, planes, and other forms 
of travel. At the suggestion of one 
collector, we will attempt to include 
material that is related to transporta-
tion, such as railroad cancels, paque-
bot cancels, ship event covers, and 
picture postcards.

A typical circuit in one of the cat-
egories being dropped might wait two to 
four months for enough material before 
we can fill them. Consequently, mem-
bers might receive only one or two cir-
cuits of them per year. Combining them 
as noted will increase the chances for 
receiving circuits more often that may 
contain some items of interest.

Sellers
Please note the above category de-

scriptions when mounting sales books. 
There is a need to have sales books that 
specifically conform to the focus of the 
new U.S. and Canada categories. For the 
topical categories, we STRONGLY sug-
gest that each book be organized by top-
ic and then by country within each topic. 
If possible, make the focus of the entire 
sales book on one topic. For example, it 
is better to submit a book of birds only 
than to mount birds, horses, and insects 
in one book.

And speaking of topicals, the follow-
ing is the list of current categories and 
what you might find in circuits for them. 
Please make special note of these catego-
ry descriptions:

For the topical categories, we STRONGLY suggest that 
each book be organized by topic and then by country 

within each topic. If possible, make the focus of the entire 
sales book on one topic.
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• Air Mails Worldwide — while this is 
not necessarily a topical, members 
might find stamps and covers related 
to air mail flights, even though the 
stamps may be regular issues. Most 
of the items in this category are air 
mail stamps and covers, including 
first flights, and Zeppelin stamps and 
flights. We select books from vari-
ous countries to augment the mate-
rial in the general worldwide air mail 
books.

• Animals & Flora — all types of ani-
mals and plant life, including birds, 
flowers, trees, forests, farm plants, 
sea life, dinosaurs, mammals, inver-
tebrates, etc.

• Art — paintings, sculptures, pottery, fi-
ber arts, textiles, Disney and anima-
tion in general, movies, comics, jew-
elry, metal artwork, origami, archi-
tectural design, and other art forms.

• Europa — European stamps and cov-

ers with the Europa theme and com-
mon designs.

• Space — stamps, covers, and related 
items showing space vehicles, space 
travel and special events, astronomi-
cal subjects, and science fiction or 
fantasy subjects related to extrater-
restrial activity.

• Sports — Olympic, professional, ama-
teur, collegiate, scholastic and “pick-
up” sports. All sports depicted on 
stamps and covers are included, from 
stickball to baseball and cricket, from 
soapbox derbies to NASCAR, from 
marbles to basketball, from kickball 
to football, rugby and soccer, from 
sledding to bobsled, from exercise 
to Olympic track and field. Almost 
all recreational activities that lead to 
competition within those activities 
can qualify for this category.

• Transportation — buses, cars, planes, 
rickshaws, ships, trains, skateboards, 

buggies, stagecoaches, wagons, scoot-
ers, bicycles, unicycles, go-carts, soap-
box cars, sleds, and even horses and 
mules. Anything used for traveling 
might be in circuits of this category.

Possible New Categories
It is also time to put out feelers about 

other category possibilities. Many sug-
gestions are received throughout the 
year, but few can be implemented due 
either to shortages in appropriate mate-
rial or to limited demand. This is a list-
ing of possible categories that could be 
established, based solely on supply at 
this point:

• Switzerland pre-1940
• Berlin
• Italian States
• Global Mint Only

Let us know if you are interested in 
any one or more of these four categories. 
If we receive enough responses, we will 
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contact you about the projected start of 
the first circuit mailings.

Check the circuit request form on 
the back mailing wrapper of this issue 
for the complete list of offered catego-
ries, including the revisions noted here 
(but not including the four categories 
suggested in the paragraph above). If 
you have questions about the content 
of a category’s circuit, contact us at 814-
933-3803, extension 231 (Carol), by e-
mail at salesdiv@stamps.org, or visit the 
“Still have questions?” section at http://

stamps.org/How-to-Buy for a complete 
listing of category content.

Count the Books!
When you receive a circuit, the first 

item of business upon opening the box 
should be to count the number of books 
to make sure the numbers listed on the 
report sheet match the enclosed books. 
Counting them once more when you 
have already processed your purchases 
and are preparing the circuit for mailing 
is also a good idea, but if the only time 

the books are counted is in preparation 
for mailing and a book is missing, you 
may find that you need to look in your 
albums and catalogues, under piles of 
papers, on the floor, or between furni-
ture cushions for the missing book!

We have experienced a rash of miss-
ing books from circuits lately, especially 
when a member has more than one cir-
cuit at a time. This leads to extra work 
at both ends: for the member and the 
Sales Division. Each circuit should be 
processed without opening the others 
to keep from accidently switching the 
books and paperwork between circuits. 
The area where you handle the circuits 
should be clear of any other papers and 
books.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every ten completed books 
containing material from a set list of 
categories — Clearance books do not 
qualify. (Each group of ten or more qual-

ifying books must be received at the 
same time and contain at least $50 of 
material per book. The coupons are 
issued when the qualifying books are 
reviewed soon after arriving.) Each 
book must be designed to fit one 
of the categories, exclusively.  Visit 
http://stamps.org/Stamps-Needed 
for more information and the list of 
qualifying categories or contact us to 
obtain a hard copy of the list. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have 
better sales.] Below are categories 
mentioned in this column and that 
will qualify for this offer, if the con-
tents fall completely within the de-
scribed focus of each:

U.S. 1900–1940
U.S. Blocks
U.S. Covers 1900–1945
Canada pre-Elizabeth
Air Mails Worldwide
Animals & Flora
Space
Transportation
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