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sales talk
by tom horn

Member Comments
The Sales Division is excited about 

new initiatives such as the Clear-
ance Circuits and the monthly 

special direct circuits. (See below for 
more “tweaks” on the Clearance pro-
gram.) Our excitement continues from 
the response we get from members who 
have not used this service in the past, but 
are now diving into the circuits. While 
there are members who have been re-
ceiving the circuits for many years and 
are still finding a lot of items for their 
collections, the newest circuit members 
are truly having a “field day” finding ma-
terial they need and are happy to let us 
know that they regret not signing on for 
them earlier.

“Even though I have been a member 
of the APS for almost thirty years I had 
never purchased stamps through the 
Sales Division until last fall and I wish I 
had started earlier since I can sit at home 
and take my time making my selections.” 
These were one member’s comments af-
ter he explained a delay in forwarding 
a circuit caused by a snowstorm. In the 
next paragraph of the letter, he asked to 
receive one of the fee-free direct circuit 
monthly specials in a category not on his 
regular circuit want list.

Another member sent us this note 
with his report sheet:

“1. (Previous member on the list)  
          cut up my report sheet

2. all address labels were missing
3. wife set a limit
BUT — still had a great time!”

Other member comments:
“These circuits are really a joy to re-

view. Makes me think I’m a kid again.”
“This is the first time I’ve used the 

sales circuit system. It’s the best way 
I’ve ever seen to obtain high value, high 
quality stamps for a small fraction of the 
price.”

“I am completely satisfied with the 
program and look forward to receiving 
the next set of books. All the fears other 
collectors told me about APS Circuit 
Books are not true! It is a wonderful pro-
gram and I will continue to support the 
Society and its efforts for this service.”

“I have enjoyed the circuits and 
Stampstore a great deal. At this time I 
am not as active as in the past, but hope 
to get back on track soon.” — Since his 
letter, this member has received sixteen 
circuits, four of which were the monthly 
special direct circuits. Didn’t take him 
long “to get back on track”!

We invite you to add the APS sales 
circuits to your list of buying venues by 
completing the Circuit Request Form 
inside the back wrapper of this issue, 
or by going online to www.stamps.org/
Circuit-Request. You may add categories 
to your present want list for circuits on 
these forms, if you currently receive cir-
cuits. Just state whether the choices are 
in addition to your existing list or a re-
vised list.

More on Clearance Circuits
In addition to the information on 

Clearance Circuits in this column in the 
March and April issues of The Ameri-
can Philatelist, we are offering tweaks to 
the program. First, the books that sell-

ers may submit for sale must be previ-
ously retired APS sales books, and pages 
where stamps were once mounted may 
not be removed. However, you may re-
move stamps as long as you cross out the 
space and the net price and then adjust 
the remaining amount figure in the last 
column on the back cover. Use a red felt 
tip pen to enter your discounted price on 
the back cover.

The special part of this program is 
that you can tell us the interest area you 
want to receive in the next mailing and 
we will tailor the circuit as much as we 
can, given the inventory on hand, to 
make the mailings worthwhile. We can-
not handle orders for individual cata-
logue numbers, but you can have a much 
narrower focus than the categories we 
offer for the regular circuits.  “Clearance” 
in the comment section of the online 
Circuit Request Form.

Seller Tweaks
1. The seller can submit his/her own 

retired books.
2. The seller who has purchased old 

sales books at an auction or 
through other venues may submit 
those books if a label is applied 
over the original seller’s name and 
APS member number. The new 
seller’s name and member number 
must be entered on each book.

3. The heirs of a member who has 
retired sales books in his/her 
collection may submit them under 
the conditions above. We must 
have contact information for the 
heirs during the circulation time, 
so that we can send a check for the 
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sales and/or the unsold books after 
twelve months. We consider this 
an extension of the Estate Advisory 
Service, helping heirs turn the 
stamps into cash.

Buyer Tweaks
1. We will sell to members on-demand 

only. The main thrust for selling 
this material will be through direct 
circuit mailings.

2. Visitors to Bellefonte may browse 
through and buy the books as well.

APS Chapters
Note that these books offer you an 

excellent opportunity to purchase mate-
rial in bulk for your club auctions and 
then break them down into bidding 
lots. With the majority of books priced 
between 30–50 percent off the original 
asking prices (which in turn might have 
been at 50 percent of catalogue values 
originally), their material sold through 
auction can actually turn a profit for the 
club. It could be a good fund-raiser for 
your chapter. Chapters may ask for these 
circuits in addition to their scheduled 
monthly circuits and, since these are 
only offered as direct-style circuits, the 
5-percent buyers fee will apply.

Dealers
Dealers are welcome to buy from this 

inventory of discounted sales books, just 
as they are from regular circuits. Dealers 
make up about 5 percent of the buyers 
who use the Sales Division and account 
for about 10 percent of the purchases. 
The reduced prices of these Clearance 
books make the material in them even 
better bargains.

Vacations
If you know your vacation schedule 

for the summer and are receiving regu-
lar circuits, let us know two weeks in 
advance and we will bypass your name 
on the circuits. Your name will automati-
cally be returned to each circuit list near 
the end of your vacation, if you supply 
us with the date of your return home. If 
you are scheduled to be away less than 
two weeks, you do not need to notify us.

Add the Match Factory to your sum-
mer vacation plans. The local Scopex 
stamp show and the annual APS Sum-
mer Seminar are happening June 18–19 
and June 19–24, 2011, respectively. Stop 
in any time, Monday through Friday  

8 a.m.–4:30 p.m., to browse through 
sales books, buy from the Clearance 
books, buy from StampStore, and do 
research at the American Philatelic Re-
search Library. 

You also may volunteer to help out in 
any of our departments and your work 
with us will most likely involve stamp-
related projects. Volunteer Week is 
scheduled for July 25–29, 2011 and there 
are many, many opportunities available 
to help the APS that week. BUT, you do 
not need to wait for that week. We can 
arrange to have stamp-handling activi-
ties for you any time.

Direct Circuit Offer
For May, we are offering a one-time 

direct circuit of Australia (mint and 
used), waiving the $5 fee for members in 
the U.S. and discounting by $5 the usual 
$20 fee for members outside the United 
States in countries to which we can send 
approvals. Requests for Australian States 
cannot be filled. Just send us a note say-
ing that you saw this offer, provide us 
with your membership number, mailing 
address and your preference in this cate-
gory. The other featured category is Brit-
ish Europe. The circuit you receive will 
contain a variety of countries from the 
region (Great Britain, Cyprus, Gibraltar, 

Clearance Circuit Request Form
Name  ________________________________________  APS No.  ___________

Address  __________________________________________________________

City  _____________________________________________________________

State  ___________  Zip Code  ___________

Categories of interest  _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Circle one:     On demand            Standing Order (when material is available)

Mail to  APS Sales Division • 100 Match Factory Place • Bellefonte, PA 16823

Sales Division, a great place to visit, an ever better place to shop.
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Ireland, Malta and Channel Islands) 
and will contain mint and used mate-
rial. We cannot accommodate requests 
for single countries or for mint only or 
used only.

The direct circuit will be sent to you 
using Priority Mail or flat-rate Priority 
Mail.  You will need to obtain one of 
these boxes at your post office (for free) 
for returning the circuit to us, because 
they may not be used a second time. 
Delivery Confirmation may be used for 
sending the circuit to APS only from 
the 50 states and Puerto Rico.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books and mounts for every ten com-
pleted books containing material from 
a set list of categories. (Each group of 
ten or more qualifying books must be 
received at the same time and contain 
at least $50 in material per book. The 
coupons are issued when the qualify-
ing books are reviewed soon after ar-
riving.) Each book must be designed 
to fit one of the categories, exclusively. 
Details are sent with blank sales book 
orders. You may also visit www.stamps.
org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail. [Note: Sin-
gle-country books usually have better 
sales.] Below are categories that are in 
very short supply at this time:

U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Possessions
Australian States
China
Cuba
Ethiopia
German States
India
Netherlands Colonies
Europe pre-1940 (one-time listing)


