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SALES TALK
BY TOM HORN circuit sales director 
twhorn@stamps.org

Maximum Value of Books Rise
Sellers Will Be Able to Send $600 Per Book; Insurance Rates Adjusted

..................................................................................................................

The Circuit Sales Rules for Sellers will have changes 
printed in each type of sales book because they are 
scheduled for printing. You will now have the oppor-

tunity to mount more value in sales books, as the maximum 
value per book (Rules for Sellers No. 9) will increase from 
$500 to $600. The minimum will remain at $30, with occa-

sional exceptions for certain catego-
ries as noted in the January 2016 
edition of this column.

You can still submit books that 
contain a single item with a cer-
tificate and priced from $600.01 to 
$1,000 and no other items can be 
mounted in the book. While we do 
not print this in the sales books, 
we have had a maximum value of 
$4,000 per circuit for about 20 years. 
We are now filling circuits of certain 
categories with more than $4,000 in 
value, dependent on the availability 
of higher-valued books. U.S. 19th 

Century, Great Britain Victorian era, 
19th-century France and others can 
regularly eclipse $4,000. These higher 
maximums, per book and per circuit, 
will allow sellers the opportunity to 
submit better items and for buyers to 
peruse those items.

The fines charged by Sales Exam-
iners will now apply to any items re-
moved from sales books, including mis-
identifications and the other reasons 

for removal noted in Rules 
for Sellers No. 14. In most 
cases, the time, effort and 
expertise required to deter-
mine an item’s genuineness 
are the same for properly 
identifying a stamp. The 
fines will remain at $1 for 
items priced $10 and less 
and $2 for items with net 
prices of $10.01 or more. 
Counterfeits can be sold 
through Circuit Sales, but 
they must be noted and 
priced as such, and must be 
marked on the back of the 
stamp as such.

The last change involves 
the Insurance Fund Fee 
charged on sales books when they are retired. Until now, the 
remaining amount of the book at retirement time was charged 
2 percent of that amount, as noted in Rules for Sellers No. 11. 
To properly cover the original book value as it arrives in the 
mail until it is retired, the Insurance Fund Fee will change 
to 1 percent of the original value of the book. All books will 
incur this charge. On average, a seller may be paying less on 
this charge. For example, the average per book sales at the 
time a book is retired is about 32 percent to 33 percent of 
the original value. A $300 book that sells 33 percent will be 
retired with $200 left in it. Until this change, the seller would 
be charged $4 ($200 times 2 percent) for the Insurance Fund 
Fee. With this change, the fee is $3 (or $300 times 1 percent).

The first two changes will go into effect on May 
1, 2016. The Insurance Fund Fee for sales books will 
be effective as the Circuit Sales upgraded program is 
installed and operational. We will send our present 
sellers an update on this change and it will be retro-
active on the books that are already in circulation.

Circuit Requests from Outside the U.S.
We occasionally receive a completed circuit re-

quest form from members outside the United States. 
Canada provides us with the lion’s share of these re-
quests. Restrictions imposed by each country’s cus-
toms laws and the value-added type taxes on incom-
ing merchandise have shut down nearly all of our 
overseas approval shipments. Great Britain was the 

A well-centered U.S. 
Andrew Jackson, 
known as the Black 
Jack, Scott 65, with a 
catalog and sales price 
of $65.

A French stamp, 
Scott 18a, with a 
value of $20 and 
sales price of $8.

The front of an 1855 Great Britain cover to France with four 2-Penny Blues. 
Catalog value $470 and an asking price of $125.

A United States 3-cent 
Washington, Scott 85, with a 
catalog value of $1,050 and an 
asking price of $250.
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Circuit Sales Details
Questions? Contact us via e-mail at circuits@stamps.org, 

by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 227, or by mail at 
APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

U.S. Back of the Book
U.S. Coils
U.S. Officials
Australian States
British Middle East
Danzig

German Colonies
German States
Russia (pre-1950 needed)
Airmails Worldwide
Israel
Korea

first to levy the value added tax (VAT). This tax was based 
on a percentage of the value of the package contents. The 
circuit might contain stamps with a total price of $1,500 
on approval. The recipient might buy $200, but the tax 
would be based on the book’s original $1,500 value. Ap-
plying for a refund of the difference became time con-
suming and frustrating for the member. In the late 1980s, 
Canada instituted the Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
mirroring the Great Britain VAT. A few of the 80 Canadian 
members receiving circuits at that time wanted to continue, 
but their dealings with applying for a refund became too 
frustrating for them to continue. The European Union ad-
opted the VAT and our approvals to Germany, Austria, Spain, 
Italy, and Scandinavia waned. Other countries have followed 
with some type of VAT.

Any mailing to Australia has to be in an envelope and 
weigh less than one pound. International postage costs have 
added to the limitations.

Our advice to any overseas member wanting to buy stamps 
from the APS is to refer them to our online StampStore for 
good bargains. The purchased items are sent anywhere and if 
there is a VAT, it is levied on the actual value of the contents 
of the mailing.

USPS Flat-Rate Packaging and Tracking Labels
Since the USPS introduction of the Priority flat-rate pad-

ded envelope, members have been contacting us about the 
lack of these items at local post offices. There have been many 
inquiries about this. If you cannot find the padded envelope, 
visit usps.com, click on Postal Store, Shipping Supplies in the 
drop-down box and Flat Rate on the left side of the page to 
order them. They are free and are delivered free in bundles 
of 10 or 15. The small Priority flat-rate boxes can be ordered 
there, as well.

Another comment we receive often is about the USPS 
Tracking labels that can be ordered online and used for for-
warding circuits. Members have applied the label and re-
tained the numbered strip for their mailing records only to 
have the postal clerk apply a barcode over it as the actual 
tracking number. We have not determined why the USPS is 
supplying packs of these labels through online ordering and 
postal clerks are ignoring them. Members should ask for an 

official record of the tracking number that will be used in the 
system and attach it to your report sheet record in case we 
need to ask for proof of mailing. The number printed on a 
post office cash register receipt is acceptable for our records.

Sales Book Donors
Since this issue of The American Philatelist recognizes 

cash and in-kind donations to APS, we want to highlight 
those sellers who have donated retired sales books to the 
society. E. Decker Adams, Edmund Alteri, Patricia Camp-
bell, Gordon Collins, Joan Hanky, Don Hargy, Richard Law, 
Robert Lebow, Yechiel M. Lehavy, Walter Roberts, George 
Russell, Irving Schneider, Roger Schnell, Felipe Toro, and 
Carl Trueblood donated their unsold material in 2015. The 
remaining value of their books is $47,577.24. The sale of the 
material from the books will benefit our youth initiatives, our 
education programs and add to our development efforts, all 
of which help the society provide services to our members 
that few societies can provide. Thank you!

‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank books for every 10 

completed books (Clearance books do not qualify) contain-
ing material from a set list of categories. Because you earn 
coupons for free blank books, the coupons can only be re-
deemed if accompanied by an order for sales books and/or 
mounts. Each month we list categories that are in particularly 
short supply. Single-country books usually have better sales.
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Tom Jacks, owner; member APS, ASDA


