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Which European 
Countries Are Selling?

My column in the January 
2014 AP had a listing of Far 
Eastern categories that have 

good sales in our sales books. A member 
called and said that his club was having a 
discussion about that list and wondered 
if we had statistics on other areas of the 
world. His club members mentioned 
Europe as the next possibility for such a 
listing, so here are the comparisons of all 
inventory as well as the Clearance inven-
tory breakout for some of the European 
countries. The statistics are taken from 
the retired book information in 2012 
and 2013. Only the top fifteen selling 
categories are shown. Percentage sales 
are based on the total original values of 
the books as submitted (first column). 
The second column notes the percentage 
number of Clearance books that sold, as 
compared to the total number retired 
from the Clearance inventory in that 
two-year period.

I. Category % $ amt % # 
 material Clearance 
 sold  books sold
Balkans 38.1% 11.1%
Baltic States 50.7% 15.4%
Czechoslovakia 54.2% 26.3%
Danzig 61.4% 84.6%
Finland 39.6% 27.3%
German Covers 38.5% 5.6%
Hungary 48.4% 16.7%
Liechtenstein 48.2% 45.5%
Poland 54.4% 44.4%
Romania 45.5% 35.0%
Russia 51.4% 68.0%
Saar 44.9% 63.6%
Spain 43.3% 18.2%
Vatican 47.7% 00.0%
Yugoslavia 54.0% 21.4%

The next list shows the categories re-
lated to the colonial issues of the Euro-
pean countries, excluding Great Britain.

II. Category % $ amt % # 
 material Clearance 
 sold  books sold
French Africa 42.8% 45.0%
French Colonies 53.0% 54.2%
German Colonies 56.9% 72.2%
Italian Colonies 57.1% 31.6%
Netherlands  61.1% 6.3% 
   Colonies
Portuguese 55.8% 55.6% 
   Colonies
Spanish Colonies 54.4% 100.0%

Note that while some categories sell 
well in the regular inventory, they might 
not fare as well in the Clearance invento-
ry. An anomaly shows where Vatican has 
not sold at all on the Clearance circuits, 
because no one is asking for it. The Span-
ish Colonies category shows 100% sales, 
only because just one book has been re-
tired in this category in the last two years 
and that one book sold. So, this statistic 
is not significant.

In addition,the sales figures can be 
greatly affected by how many books are 
received from one seller in a particular 
category. For instance, 19th Century 
France only shows sales of 14.3% (in-
cluding the Clearance inventory) from 
the 173 books retired in this category 
during the last two years. One seller 
had 96 of those books and that seller’s 
sales were 7.1%. The rest of the sellers 
who submitted sales books in this cate-
gory sold 22.5%. Trieste experiences the 
same phenomenon, in that the removal 
of one seller’s books from the totals re-
sults in raising the sales from 26.5% to 
40.9%.

Please keep in mind, though, that 
material that is nicely presented and 
is priced attractively and competitively 
should sell well. Even in the European 
categories that are generally not selling 
as well, there are sellers who regularly 
sell 40% or more. They have discovered 
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the right formula for reaching those 
sales numbers, while others have not.

We have a full listing of the European 
area that we can provide on request. E-
mail me at twhorn@stamps.org for a copy. 
We will cover other areas of the world in 
the next months, after which we will place 
the complete category list online.

Circuit Handling
Missing Sales Book — Given the 

number of circuits and the number of 
members on those circuit lists, we see re-
occurring problems with circuit handling. 
The most frequent problem is the absence 
of a book or two from a circuit when it 
is mailed to the next address. When it 
happens, there are usually several circuits 
that have this same problem during the 
same two or three-week period,  and we 
have to contact more than one member 
on the circuit list to locate a missing book. 
This usually takes several phone calls, e-
mails and/or letters. Our suggestion dur-
ing these contacts is to look for the miss-
ing book in a stamp album, a catalogue, in 
a pile of papers, under a desk/table or in 
furniture cushions.

The first two “hiding places” are the 
most likely, because we find that many 
members use a sales book as a book-
mark. The missing book is not discov-
ered until the next time the member re-
ceives a circuit in the same category, or 
we ask them to look specifically in the 
album or catalogue for the country cov-
ered by the circuit. PLEASE do not use 
sales books as bookmarks. We suggest 
having a pile of paper strips as part of 
your circuit processing materials and 
use them as bookmarks instead. An-
other way to insure that the book does 
not remain with you after the circuit is 
mailed is to count the books when you 
receive them and count them when you 
are preparing the circuit for mailing. 
The cost of having a book go astray on 
your watch can be as much as $500, so it 
makes sense to make sure all books are 
sent to the next address.

Removal of Mounts — The mounts 
we sell have adhesive that generally will 
allow you to remove the mount from a 
sales book with the adhesive remaining 
on the mount. There have been times 

however, when our supplier has switched 
adhesives and the gum on the mount 
remains on the sales book page. We try 
to be aware of this for mounts that have 
been purchased recently, so we can in-
form the supplier that there is a problem. 
But, there also are sellers who are using 
mounts that were purchased some time 
ago and for which the gum stays on the 
page when removing the mounts. This 
may have to do with the aging of the 
gum, the exposure to heat, or some other 
breakdown of the gum.

We ask buyers to be aware that a 
book may have some of these mounts 
in it and that care should be taken to 
remove the mounts and cover the gum 
residue. Our suggestions include:

• slicing the mount to leave some mount 
material on the gum,

• removing the stamp leaving the mount 
intact,

• removing the mount and placing tape 
on the exposed gum, or

• rubbing the gum off with your finger.

Failure to cover the gum results in 
pages sticking together, a situation that 
causes other buyers to pass over a book 
or miss recording/marking purchases. 
Having to pull pages apart greatly reduc-
es circuit-processing efficiency and can 
lead to damage of the remaining items in 
the book.

Donations
The Sales Division would like to 

thank the members who have donated 
their unsold stamps to the Society dur-

ing 2013. Some of them placed their 
books into the Clearance inventory after 
circulating in the regular circuit system. 
When they did not sell, they donated 
the books to us. We first use some items 
for filling holes in our reference collec-
tion and then we evaluate the remaining 
items for selling to use the money for So-
ciety programs and operations. The total 
remaining in the books they donated in 
2013 was $31,283.91!

Thank you to: E. Decker Adams, 
Raymond Eiselt, Michael Emrick, Joan 
R. Hankey, Andrew Jakes, Richard Law, 
Robert L. Lebow, Yechiel M. Lehavy, J. 
Ottenberg, George Porter, Walter Roberts 

Visit the 
Sales 

Division & 
StampStore 

Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org
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(deceased), Roger Schnell (deceased), 
Felipe Toro, Carl Trueblood, Richard 
Weick, and J.D. Wigley.

Stamp Show Visit
For anyone who is planning to at-

tend the Rocky Mountain Stamp Show 
in Denver, Colorado the weekend of 
May 16–18, 2014, please stop by the APS 
booth and introduce yourself. I will be 
there to sell memberships and address 
any questions visitors might have about 
our operations. Mention that you read 
about the show in this “Sales Talk” col-
umn and I will have a special gift for 
you. Hope to see you there! Visit http://
www.rockymountainstampshow.com/ 
for more information about the societ-
ies and clubs that will be meeting at the 
show.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every ten completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. For more information and the 
list of qualifying categories visit http://
stamps.org/Stamps-Needed or con-
tact us to obtain a hard copy of the list. 
[Note: Single-country books usually 
have better sales.]
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Precancels
British Africa (pre-independent)
British Empire Victorian Era (mixed 

books)
Central America single-country books
China
German Colonies
German States
San Marino
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R651 VF Unused $2,000
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die proofs from around the World.
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advise you of suitable items we have.
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Have you visited our e-bay store?
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