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sales talk
by tom horn

As though the German area of 
stamp collecting is not al-
ready complex enough, Uni-

fied Germany has now entered the lists 
as a collecting interest. While we do not, 
at this time, have enough material to es-
tablish circuits of Unified Germany, we 
do want to solicit your suggestions for di-
recting sales books of this material to ap-
propriate circuits. These are possibilities 
for current circuit categories that would 
include Unified Germany:

• Germany — a very general category 
containing any mixed German 
area sales books.

• West Germany — contains the West 
Germany, West Berlin and Allied 
Zones.

If you were requesting circuits to buy 
the more recent German material, in 
which of these two categories would you 
expect to find it?

Another possibility might be to 
change the designation of West Germany 
to Germany post-1945, including anything 
from 1945 to the present. Send us your 
thoughts on this, and include any com-
ments you might have for any other cat-
egory designations.

Direct Circuit Offer
Speaking of Germany, we are offering 

a one-time direct circuit of Berlin mate-
rial in April and May, waiving the $5 fee 
for members in the United States and dis-
counting the $20 fee by $5 for members 
outside the United States in countries to 
which we can send approvals. Just send 
us a note saying that you saw this offer, 
provide us with your membership num-
ber, mailing address, and your choice of 
mint, used, or both. Great Britain Victo-
rian Era also may be requested with the 
fees waived or discounted for these two 

months. The direct circuit will be sent to 
you in a small flat-rate Priority box and 
you will need to obtain one of these boxes 
at your post office (the boxes themselves 
are free) for returning the circuit to us, 
because the box may not used a second 
time. Delivery Confirmation may be used 
for sending the circuit to APS only.

Postage Costs Update
Along with our research into reducing 

postage costs, we have had several sugges-
tions to switch to the small flat-rate Prior-
ity boxes supplied free by the U.S. Postal 
Service. There have been problems with 
this switch, including availability of the 
flat-rate boxes at all post offices and mem-
bers assuming they can use the same box 
twice, which is not permitted by USPS. 
However, since the USPS has been adver-
tising heavily about their flat-rate packag-
ing, we must assume that all post offices 
now have some supplies of these boxes 
and they are FREE. You also may order 
them online at www.usps.com and have 
them sent to your home, again for FREE. 
The USPS provides these specifically as a 
one-time-use product and any reuse, even 
in a padded envelope, is not permitted.

The Sales Division control of the pack-
aging is important for the safety of each 
circuit. Wrapping the provided circuit box 
in paper or placing it in a padded enve-
lope gives the contents added protection 
against moisture. The outer wrapping is 
the first defense against moisture dam-
age to the contents and also acts as a wick 
to pull moisture from the contents. We 
have had just a few instances where the 
contents have been damp when received 
by the addressee, so we know this system 
has worked well for us. The use of the flat-
rate Priority box provides one barrier to 
moisture. Wrapping the circuit itself in 
paper before placing it in the flat-rate box 

helps add the extra protection. Wrapping 
the circuit in plastic wrap works, but any 
moisture that gets into the circuit will not 
escape, possibly causing more damage. 
Resealing food storage bags might offer 
good protection against moisture and add 
padding as well.

When we send circuits in the USPS 
flat-rate boxes, a note will be placed on the 
route sheet giving the recipient instruc-
tions about the use of a new box from the 
USPS to forward the circuit. Please also 
note that there will be some circuits that 
are too thick for the small flat-rate boxes. 
Depending on your categories of interest, 
some of the circuits will come to you in 
these boxes and some will not. USPS in-
structions for the use of the small flat-rate 
Priority box include: “Contents must rea-
sonably fit within the Priority Mail pack-
aging.” This means the box should not be 
stuffed to the point of bulging the sides 
and it should be easy to seal. Thanks to all 
who offered this suggestion to help us all 
save money.

Taking a Vacation?
If the answer is “Yes,” please notify us 

at least two weeks in advance, so we can 
process a bypass for your name on your 
circuits. This ensures the smooth travel of 
each circuit without delays. Have a great 
time this summer!

Speaking of Summer
Make your plans to visit the Sales Di-

vision on selected Saturdays this summer. 
The hours on June 5 and 19, 2010 will be 
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (June 19 is the Saturday 
before the Summer Seminar begins). In 
the month of July we will be open July 17 
and July 31 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. In Au-
gust we will be open August 7 from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.; in addition, we will have sales 
circuits available at StampShow in Rich-
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mond, Virginia. (More on this later.)

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 

Day Covers, 20th Century Covers, Plate 
Blocks, U.S. Mint post-1950 and U.S. 
Used post-1950. You can earn coupons 
for free blank books and mounts for every 
ten completed books containing material 
from a set list of categories. (Each group of 
ten or more qualifying books must be re-
ceived at the same time and must contain 
at least $50 worth of material per book. 
The coupons are issued when the qualify-
ing books are reviewed soon after arriv-
ing.) Each book must be designed to fit 
one of the categories, exclusively. Details 
are sent with blank sales book orders. You 
also may visit www.stamps.org and click 
Sales Division and How to Sell. Please 
note that single-country books usually 
have better sales. Below are category areas 
that are usually in very short supply:

U.S. Coils
U.S. Plate Number Singles
India & States
German Colonies
Spanish Colonies
Any Central American countries
Any Latin West Indies countries
General Topicals
Animals
Art

Birds
Europa
Flowers
Ships
Space
Sports
Stamps on Stamps
Transportation

Two Ways 
To Buy
& Sell

with APS

Join the thousands of APS members 
who buy & sell stamps from the comfort of home

For more information call 814-933 3803 or visit www.stamps.org

Sales Circuits • StampStore


