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sales talk
by tom horn

If you haven’t yet made plans for trav-
eling this summer, let us off er some 
possibilities. 
While driving through central Penn-

sylvania, take a short detour south of 
Interstate 80 to visit us at the Match Fac-
tory. Spend some time in the Sales Divi-
sion, browsing through sales books and 
through the donations that have been 
prepared by our volunteers for selling at 
low, low prices. We will be open for busi-
ness on six Saturdays this summer: June 
6, June 20, July 18, August 1, August 15, 
and August 29 from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Our regular hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.

Sign up for our annual Summer 
Seminar in June to learn more about var-
ious areas of stamp collecting. You will 
have time available for browsing through 

sales books during that week.
Also, plan to attend our convention 

in Pittsburgh in August. We will have 
some circuits available for browsing and 
for purchasing stamps and covers at the 
show. Th en, aft er the show is over, you 
can take a bus directly to the Match Fac-
tory for a day. In addition to looking at 
sales books, you can enroll in one of the 
two short courses we will be off ering 
then.

Th ere are many 
other events coming 
up at the Match Fac-
tory the rest of this 
year, so visit our web-
site at www.stamps.
org for details.

Whatever your plans are for travel 
this summer, please let us know when 
you will be away from home, so we can 
route the circuits around your name 
on each circuit list while you are gone. 
Advance notice of two weeks or more is 
ideal.

Postage Rate Increase
Th is month’s column is a series of re-

minders for everyone using the Sales Di-
vision and StampStore. Th e fi rst remind-
er is that most postage rates will increase 

on May 11, 2009, aft er seeing the rates 
for Priority Mail rise in January. Th e 
rates that may have relevance to mailing 
circuits and other correspondence are 
shown in the accompanying table.

Please note that we did not list Me-
dia Mail above, since it cannot, by USPS 
policy, be used for our circuits. As is the 
case every year when there is an increase 
in postal rates, we will be looking at ways 
to keep the costs down for our members. 

Our approvals continue to be an inex-
pensive evening’s entertainment, espe-
cially when compared to other venues 
for buying stamps and the costs associ-
ated with using those venues.

StampStore Talk
Last summer, we implemented new 

rules for material submitted through 
StampStore:
• Catalogue/comparison values 

enhance sales. Items without 
these values will be reviewed for 
reasonable pricing.

• Graded items will not be accepted 
unless accompanied by a certifi cate.

• All sets must be fully displayed and 
the stamps cannot overlap.

• For items priced between $500–
$1,000, we strongly recommend 
including a certifi cate.

• Any item priced at $1,000 or more 
requires a certifi cate of authenticity.

Reminder on StampStore 
Posting Fees Change

Eff ective July 1, 2009 the posting 
fees for items submitted to StampStore 
will be 10 cents per item. When origi-
nally established, the StampStore off ered 
to post items at 25 cents per item up to 
forty items or a $10 maximum and this 
has not changed since September 2000. 
Rather than have fees change in a convo-
luted manner, we are simplifying them 
to 10 cents per item, regardless of the 
item value or the number of items sub-
mitted in one shipment.

 ‘5 For 10’ Categories 
(Needs)

We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 
Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950 and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for 

 United   Other 
 States Canada Mexico Countries
1st class letter to 1 oz. $0.44 $0.75 $0.79 $0.98
1st class large envelope to 1 oz. $0.88 $1.03 $1.03 $1.24
1st class parcels to 1 oz. $1.22 $1.23 $1.23 $1.44
Additional ounces $0.17            Varies according to classifi cation
Postcard $0.28 $0.75 $0.79 $0.98
Priority Mail (minimum) $4.95 $19.00 $19.00 $25.00
Parcel Post (minimum) $4.90           Not Available
Signature Confi rmation $2.35           Not Available
Registered Mail $10.60 $11.50 $11.50 $11.50
Flat-rate envelope or small box $4.95 $10.95 $10.95 $12.95
Flat-rate regular box $10.35 $25.95 $25.95 $41.95
Flat-rate large box $13.95 $32.95 $32.95 $53.95

Postage Rate
Increases

Vacation Planning
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Join the thousands of satisfi ed buyers & sellers — 
Sign Up for Sales Circuits Today!

free blank books and mounts for every 
ten completed books containing mate-
rial from a set list of categories. (Each 
group of ten or more qualifying books 
must be received at the same time and the 
books must have at least $50 per book. 
Th e coupons are issued when the quali-
fying books are reviewed soon aft er ar-
riving.) Each book must be designed to 
fi t one of the categories, exclusively. De-
tails are sent with blank sales book or-
ders. You also may visit www.stamps.org/
Services/ser_Sales5for10.htm or www.
stamps.org. [Note: Single-country 
books usually have better sales.] Below 
are categories that are in very short sup-
ply at this time:

U.S. 19th Century
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Postal Stationery
U.S. Revenue (stamps)
Australian States
British Atlantic Islands
Czechoslovakia
Egypt

Europe pre-1940
Iran
Miniature Sheets
Trieste

Collectible Postage
It is important that circuit members 

use collectible postage when forward-
ing circuits. Th e member receiving a 
circuit likes to have the used postage to 
add to his/her collection as some pay-
back, however minimal, for the cost of 
forwarding each circuit. Continue to ask 
the postal clerk for a meter stamp, even 
if it is for $0, to indicate that the pack-
age was mailed through a clerk, giving it 
quicker passage through the postal sys-
tem. Postage stamps and meter stamps 
are offi  cially recognized as indicators 
that postage on a package has been pre-
paid. Th e proper mailing method must 
be used to forward circuits. As always, 
our main concern is for safe, prompt 
transport of the circuit content.


