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Resource Information 
Available Online

The Sales Division area of our 
website (www.stamps.org/Buy-
and-Sell-by-Mail) is chock-full 

of valuable information to enhance your 
sales circuit experience. This month we 
are providing the following web address-
es so you can directly access the desired 
information to help you make the ap-
propriate buying and selling decisions 
in the APS Sales Division. If any of the 
following addresses peaks your interest, 
just add them to your favorites list for 
the next time you log on. Upon request, 
we can send a hard copy of any of this 
information to you.

www.stamps.org/Circuit- 
Request-Form

With this easy-to-use form, you can 
request your circuit categories online 
for buying stamps from the APS Sales 
Division. If you are requesting circuits 
for the first time, we recommend that 
you do not check more than six cat-
egories. You may request more than six 
once you are familiar with our process. 

When you have completed the form, 
click “Submit.” Please note there is a 
comment box at the bottom of the form 
for any additional instructions, com-
ments, or questions you want to send 
us. If you would like to mail your re-
quest, you also may download a print-
able request form here.

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/
sales/Circuit_Country.pdf

Here you will find a list of the catego-
ries we offer for multiple-name circuits 
and the countries and/or regions that 
might be found in those categories. We 
do have another list of countries and en-
tities with the offered categories where 
you might find them, along with the cir-
cuit code key, but these are not online at 
the moment. If you would like a copy of 
that list please contact us.

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/
sales/sales_problems.pdf

This web address takes you to a chart 
showing countries with the stamp issues 

that have problems — such as counter-
feits, forgeries, fakes, alterations, etc. 
We have specific examiners for some of 
these areas, and three of us on the Sales 
Division staff have some familiarity 
with many of these areas. (“Familiarity” 
means that we recognize that certain is-
sues are faked, counterfeited, misidenti-
fied, or otherwise altered, but might not 
have the expertise to offer an opinion on 
an individual item.)

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/
sales/CATALOGS.pdf

This chart lists the stamp/cover 
catalogues used by our sellers to pres-
ent catalogue values for comparison to 
their prices for items offered. Scott is the 
primary catalogue, as about 90 percent 
of the material we receive is priced with 
it as the reference. Those selling British 
material sometimes use Stanley Gib-
bons and some German specialists use 
Michel. The chart was developed in the 
1990s and the use of Scott’s has not di-

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/AP/salestalk/
salestalk0210.pdf

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/AP/salestalk/salestalk1010.pdf
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the main page for the sales Division is 
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-sell-by-mail.

APs sales Division circuit request Form 
www.stamps.org/circuit-request-Form.

minished. The same catalogue use can be found for the items 
sold by Stampstore sellers.

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/AP/salestalk/
SalesTalk0210.pdf

This web address is the link to the Sales Talk column of Febru-
ary 2010, presenting suggestions on how to organize material to 
begin mounting sales books.

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/sales/Suggestions_ 
For_Sellers.pdf

This page also contains suggestions and important instruc-
tions for sellers when they are mounting sales books.

www.stamps.org/userfiles/file/AP/salestalk/
SalesTalk1010.pdf

This is the October 2010 Sales Talk column with suggestions 
on to how to organize your circuit processing space at home for 
buying items from sales books.

Frequently asked questions (FAQs) answered online
Answers to the following questions can be found online at 

www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail. 
For BUYERS, click on “How To Buy” then click on the light 

blue “Still have questions?” box:

• If I request a category for circuits, what countries or areas 
might be in the circuits I receive?

• How many times a year will I receive circuits?
• How many categories may I request?
• If I receive more than one circuit within a couple of days, can I 

have a few more days to handle them?
• What do I need to do to keep the circuits from arriving during 

my vacation?
• What are my costs of receiving these circuits?
• What is the Insurance Fund Fee and does it cover a circuit 

while in my possession?
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• How do I drop circuit categories from 
my list?

For SELLERS, click on “How To 
Sell” then click on the light blue “Still 
have questions?” box:

• I think one of the stamps in my retired 
sales book has been substituted 
or damaged on a circuit. What 
recourse do I have?

• What do the entries on the backs of 
sales books mean?

• Which catalogue should I use to price 
my stamps?

• What percentage of catalogue value 
should I charge for my stamps?

You don’t have Internet access and 
see a question of interest above? Call us 
at 814-933-3803 ext 228 (Bill), 231 (Car-
ol) or 227 (Tom).

Not Online but Accessible
Any information about your circuits, 

selling supply orders, and sales books in 
circulation can be accessed by e-mailing 
me at twhorn@stamps.org. I will reply 
with the requested information that is 
current at that time. This type of infor-
mation is not available online yet, as the 
programmers have not developed the 
upgrade that will place your activities on 
the APS website. You also can call me at 

814-933-3803 ext. 227 and I’ll field any 
additional questions, as well.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. Visit www.stamps.org/Stamps-
Needed for more information and the 
list of qualifying categories, or contact us 
to obtain a hard copy of the list. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have better 
sales.]

U.S. Air Mails
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Postal Stationery
Australian States
British Oceania
Egypt
Hong Kong
Netherlands
Netherlands Colonies
Trieste
U.N. (single stamps only)
Vatican City
Global 1840–1940

Visit the APS 
Sales Division & 

StampStore Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org

Mailing Changes that Affect Sales Circuits
Effective January 27, 2013, the USPS changed some aspects 

of Delivery Confirmation that affect the APS Sales Circuits. Most 
of the circuits are sent using Priority Flat-Rate mailers. Signature 
Confirmation is still required for circuits that are mailed from APS 
to the member and for between-member mailings. Circuits to be 
returned to the APS Sales Division previously have been sent by 
Delivery Confirmation However Delivery Confirmation is now 
called USPS Tracking and is included in the price of Priority and 
Standard Post (the old Parcel Post) mailings. You will still receive 
a receipt containing the tracking number, but it does not require 
a signature for delivery. When First-Class Parcel can be used for 
mailing packages, this USPS Tracking service will cost 90 cents. Sig-
nature Confirmation ($2.70 at the post office and $2.20 for online 
purchases) is supposed to require a delivery signature. 

The new Tracking labels are black on white labels, so the lime-green labels will no longer be used by the USPS. An image 
of the new label is shown here.


