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My Take on  
the Hobby

This month, I am taking a breather 
from the history of the Sales Di-
vision to comment on the future, 

which might not be much of a breather. 
With the U.S. Postal Service making cuts 
in post offices, employees, services, etc., 
collectors are concerned about the fu-
ture of the hobby, particularly if there 
are fewer new issues and fewer first-class 
mail pieces to fuel the hobby and bring 
in new collectors.

Not too long ago, collectors were 
concerned that the USPS was issuing 
too many new stamps. And, it was not 
only the U.S. stamp-issuing policy that 
brought criticism, but also that of other 
countries. Where is the balance between 
too many issues and too few? The new-
est controversy concerns who can be 
depicted on U.S. stamps. A person had 
to be dead for ten years to be consid-

ered at one point. Now, anyone living or 
dead will be eligible. This new policy is 
one effort by the USPS to increase inter-
est in collecting. An increase in the use 
of stamps to mail more first-class letters 
may also have been a consideration. An-
other innovation, the “Forever” stamps, 
was introduced and was well received by 
most people as a logical way to deal with 
the annual postage increases.

If the USPS ever decides that print-
ed stamps are obsolete (and I seriously 
doubt that will happen), the hobby does 
not need to worry. Think about this: 
countries that are no longer in existence 
and, therefore, no longer issue stamps 
still have collectors interested in their 
stamps. Danzig, Saar, Eritrea, Roman 
States, German States, and many oth-
ers are of interest to many collectors. 
Their stamps are studied, traded, sold, 
and displayed regularly. Other collec-
tors have limited their collections to 
certain periods of a country’s history, 
such as the nineteenth century, between 
the wars, pre-present day rulers, era-
specific postal history, etc. In my case, 
I stopped collecting new issues of West 
Germany in 1976 when Willy Brandt 
was voted out of the Chancellor’s of-
fice in West Germany. (Don’t ask for an 
elaboration on this.)

This hobby has so many avenues to 
follow when settling on a collection di-
rection and there are so many stamps, 
covers, and related items and ephemera 
out on the market that there is always 
something for anyone who wants to dab-
ble in it. The emphasis on history, cul-
ture, education, details, and the thrill of 
the search is what draws most collectors 
together in this hobby. The present-day 
developments in the USPS may affect the 
hobby in terms of visibility of the hobby 
to potentially new collectors. But there is 
so much to collect, to present or display, 
to use for educational advancement, to 
use for relaxation activities, and many 
other reasons, that resources and acces-
sibility will not disappear.

In comparison with other collect-
ing interests, stamps do not take a back 
seat to any, between the variety of mate-
rial to be found in the marketplace and 
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the published information about stamps 
that is available. The American Philatelic 
Research Library has three linear miles 
of publications dedicated to some form 
of philately. And that is just in the APS 
Library! Add the material in the other li-
braries around the United States and the 
world, and you have the resources that 
make the hobby easier to enjoy.

Collectors of topical material are 
prime examples of how interests outside 
of philately can affect stamp collecting 
and how philately can affect outside in-
terests. My brother has an interest in his-
torical items from America’s earlier wars. 
He now has stamps and covers from the 
Civil War and World War II arranged 
and framed on his wall at home. He does 
not collect stamps or covers, but these 
items are additions to other items from 
those wars that he has acquired. I have a 
collection of nineteenth-century covers 
from my home county in Pennsylvania. 
To this collection, I have added items 
that are not philatelic, but are related to 
the county’s history and are in support of 
information contained in and on these 
covers. Stamps, covers, books, writings, 
and ephemera become part of a larger 
collection. The crossovers between many 
collecting interests and philately are end-
less. The collecting of coins and stamps 
is probably one of the most prominent 
examples of that crossover. Collectors 
of sports memorabilia usually include 
sports on stamps in their collections.

Also, think about the cost of col-
lecting. You do not have to spend a lot 
of money to participate in this hobby. 
Recently, a member called to say that he 
had sold his collection of 140 albums a 
few years ago. He now has the collecting 

itch once more and has signed on for our 
circuits. He called to add more catego-
ries to his want list, saying that he was 
excited about collecting again. He not-
ed that he was having just as much fun 
looking for and buying the inexpensive 
items as he did when he had previously 
collected the more expensive stamps. 
And the inexpensive stamps can be very 
elusive, as well.

We tell new collectors to collect 
what and how they want to collect. It 
doesn’t help the hobby to try to force a 

specific collecting interest on a new col-
lector. However, offering advice on the 
basics does help, whether it is showing 
someone how to use stamp accessories 
or where to find items and information 
related to the chosen interest area. An 
organization can encourage people to 
collect, but I find that a one-on-one ap-
proach is one of the best ways to get and 
retain new collectors.

From my perspective, this hobby is 
healthy and not in danger of dropping 
out of sight.

If you are requesting approvals for the first time, enter no more than Six 
Categories in the box below and send to: APS Sales Division, 100 Match 
Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823

Name  ____________________________________________  APS #  _________

*Address  ________________________________________________________

City  _____________________________________________  State  _________

Zip  _______________  Daytime Phone Number  ________________________

Date  ______________  E-mail Address  _______________________________

Categories:

1.  ____________________________      2.  ____________________________

3.  ____________________________      4.  ____________________________

5.  ____________________________      6.  ____________________________

*If you wish to receive circuits at other than the address above, please list below:

Address  ________________________________________________________

City  ___________________________________________________________

State  _____________  Zip  ____________________

Please Note: If you want a category for which we do not have a specific listing, you will 
be placed on the best appropriate circuit.

Visit the APS 
Sales Division & 

StampStore Online!
www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org

Stamps, covers, books, 
writings, and ephemera 
become part of a larger 
collection. The crossovers 
between many collecting 
interests and philately are 
endless. 
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Circuit Requests
This month’s column includes a form 

that may be used for requesting our ap-
provals. You may visit our website and 
complete the form online as well at: 
http://stamps.org/Circuit-Request. And 
don’t forget the Clearance Circuits. For 
more information on these, visit http://
stamps.org/Sales-Talk-Column and click 
on the April 2011 Sales Talk column.

‘Buy and Sell’ Snippets
1. “What do I do if I want to buy one of 

the books I received on a circuit?” 
This question has been posed fre-
quently as members have found 
that they would like to purchase all 
of the items that remain in a par-
ticular sales book. If this is the case, 
the member should remove all the 
stamps and return the empty book to 
the Sales Division with their report 
sheet. If there are other members on 
the list yet to see the circuit, note on 
the pink routing sheet that the book 
number was sold out and will not be 

included with the circuit. We need 
to have the empty book as a paper 
trail for retiring it to its owner. Also, 
if someone is having a stamp exper-
tized, we need to have the book, in 
case the item is returned for a refund.

2. The “5 for 10” coupon that sellers 
receive as a result of their submis-
sions of qualifying sales books has 
been changed. The reward of blank 
sales books for the appropriate num-
ber of coupon points remains, but 
the points may not be redeemed 
for Stampmounts. If you have cou-
pon points that show the redemp-
tion amounts for mounts, we will 
honor them until June 30, 2012, 
but coupons that do not have the 
Stampmounts listed may not be add-
ed to obtain the mounts.

“5 for 10” Categories (Needs)
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every ten completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of catego-

ries. (Each group of ten or more qualify-
ing books must be received at the same 
time and contain at least $50 worth of 
material per book. The coupons are is-
sued when the qualifying books are re-
viewed soon after they arrive.) Each 
book must be designed to fit one of the 
categories, exclusively. Details are sent 
with blank sales book orders. You also 
may also visit www.stamps.org and click 
Sales Division and How to Sell. [Note: 
Single-country books usually have bet-
ter sales.] Below are categories that are 
in very short supply at this time.

U.S. 19th Century
U.S. General (coupon credit for  

pre-1940 only)
U.S. Possessions
Bahamas
British Channel Islands
British Middle East
Ships
Space
Spanish Colonies
Stamps on Stamps
Vatican City

WEST GERMANY
YEAR SETS

(Stamps + Souvenir Sheets)
Year  Mint NH  Used
1975 (46v + 1) 37.50 14.00
1976 (35v + 2) 30.00 14.00
1977 (39v + 2) 40.00 18.00
1978 (39v + 2) 42.00 19.50
1979 (33 v) 35.00 18.00
1980 (35 v) 30.00 14.00
1981 (36 v) 32.00 14.00
1982 (39v + 1) 60.00 19.50
1983 (35 v) 45.00 14.00
1984 (34v + 1) 45.00 19.50
1985 (34 v) 42.00 19.50
1986 (35v + 1) 42.00 17.00
1987 (41 v) 45.00 19.50
1988 (50 v) 52.00 22.00
1989 (47 v) 68.00 30.00
1990 (43v + 2) 68.00 39.50

WEST BERLIN YEAR SETS
(Stamps +Souvenir Sheets)

Year  Mint NH  Used
1975 (34 v) 27.50 22.50
1976 (15v + 1) 10.00 10.00
1977 (28v + 1) 19.00 17.00
1978 (28v + 1)  25.00 25.00
1979 (23 v) 19.00 17.00
1980 (23 v) 17.00 17.00
1981 (22v) 17.00 17.00

Year  Mint NH  Used
1982 (30 v) 32.00 29.00
1983 (19 v) 27.00 25.00
1984 (22 v) 27.00 25.00
1985 (20 v) 25.00 23.00
1986 (22 v) 25.00 23.00
1987 (22v + 1) 27.00 30.00
1988 (32 v) 45.00 75.00
1989 (30 v) 50.00 125.00
1990 (20 v) 32.00 42.50

WEST BERLIN
SPECIAL OFFER

Years  Mint NH  Used
1960 – 1969 $ 50.00  80.00
1970 – 1979 155.00 145.00
1980 – 1989 240.00 350.00

EAST GERMANY
YEAR SETS

(Stamps +Souvenir Sheets)
(DDR Used are CTO)

Year  Mint NH  Used
1975 (84v + 4) 22.00 22.00
1976 (83v + 4) 22.00 25.00
1977 (76v + 6) 22.00 25.00
1978 (87v + 4) 22.00 30.00
1979 (79v + 5) 22.00 28.00
1980 (83v + 6) 29.00 28.00
1981 (86v + 4) 29.00 28.00
1982 (85v + 5) 29.00 28.00

Year  Mint NH  Used
1983 (74v + 7) 29.00  28.00
1984 (62v + 5) 27.00 23.00
1985 (62v + 4) 24.00 30.00
1986 (59v + 5) 24.00 28.00
1987 (67v + 4) 22.00 28.00
1988 (66v + 8) 24.00 28.00
1989 (66v + 5) 24.00  35.00
1990 (70v + 1) 32.00 45.00

EAST GERMANY
SPECIAL OFFER

Year  Mint NH  Used
1960 – 1969 390.00 480.00
1970 – 1979 190.00 240.00
1980 – 1989 220.00 240.00

WEST GERMANY
SPECIAL OFFER

Year  Mint NH  Used
1960 – 1969 95.00 85.00
1970 – 1979 280.00 140.00
1980 – 1989 390.00 160.00
1990 – 1999 650.00 420.00

— GERMANY YEAR SETS —

www.DonSCal.com

Year Sets of Austria, France, Monaco, Liechtenstein also available.
Money-Back Guarantee • All sales subject to stock • VISA/MC/Check • Add $5.00 postage for USA & Canada

PO Box 1732 • Port Angeles, WA 98362-0089
Tel: 1 (250) 383-6211 • Fax: 1 (250) 383-6288

Dealer member APS since 1985

Don S. Cal

Mint NH or USED — Complete with All Stamps & Souvenir Sheets

• Volume Discount •
Save 5% when you buy

5 years (or more)
Save 10% when you buy

10 years (or more)
Volume Discount ONLY applies

to individual year sets.

Lists include United States 
mint, used, proofs, major 

errors and covers. 

Many items accompanied
by P.F. or P.S.E. certs.

New list is yours for the asking. 

Suburban Stamp, Inc.
P.O. Box 715

Spring� eld, MA 01101
413-785-5348

suburbanstamp@verizon.net

Full Color Net Price Lists
Are YOU on our mailing list?

Pictured are a few of the items in our current list.


