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sales talk
by tom horn

In January, we off ered a special mini-
circuit that could be sent directly to 
any APS member who has not used 

the circuits since December 2004 and 
who is interested in signing up for the 
circuits either for the fi rst time or as a re-
turning user. Th e mini-circuit contains 
three or four books in one or two of the 
requested categories, and is sent as an 
introduction to the circuit approval sys-
tem, before the member begins receiving 
the regular ten-book circuits. 

Th is off er was to expire at the end of 
March 2009, but we are extending the 
off er through April. Visit our website at 
www.stamps.org/Services/ser_Circuit
Request.htm to sign up. Just note on the 
online form that you understand that 
you will receive a mini-circuit soon aft er 
the form is submitted. Or you may mail 
or fax a circuit request form to us with 
mention of the off er. Our fax number is 
814-933-6128. 

First-time requests must be made by 
e-mail, by the online form, or sending 
the paper form by mail or fax. If you do 
not have Internet service, contact us to 
obtain a form by mail.

New Topical Circuit
A few months ago, we discussed 

sales books focused on specifi c Topicals. 
Th ose Topicals are Animals, Arts, Birds, 
Europa, Flowers, Ships, Space, Sports, 
and Stamps on Stamps. To this list, we 
now have added Transportation — 
which includes Trains, Railroads, Cars, 
and Planes, with Trucks, Ships, Bridges, 
and Waterways thrown in as well. If you 
do not see it listed on a circuit request 
form you already have, just note on one 
of the numbered lines that you would 
like to receive it.

We also are soliciting sales books 
containing material for this circuit. 
When mounting items in sales books, 
organize them fi rst by mode of transpor-
tation and then by country within each 
mode.

Philatelic 
Ramblings, or 
Is It Rumblings?

Without speaking in 
tongs, but rather, tong-in-
cheek, here are some terms that are 
used in the sales books and in the cor-
respondence we receive each day. NG
doesn’t mean “no good,” although some 
buyers might think it does. It stands for 
“no gum” and probably could be used 
in dentistry world also, as could “teeth” 
for the early Finland stamps. You also 
could say that the stamp became “un-
glued,” which sometimes describes hu-
man personalities. NH might mean “not 
here,” but it doesn’t. It is “never hinged.” 
If you see two asterisks (**), it means 
mint, never hinged, while one asterisk 
(*) usually means mint, hinged. OG
doesn’t mean “old guys” with “old gums,” 
but rather, “original gum.” RG means 
“regummed,” not “real good.”

Any guesses on HR? Possibly “hinge 
regummed”? No, it usually means “hinge 
remnant.” Th en there is the symbol of a 
circle with a dot in the middle . It does 
not mean that the stamp should be a tar-
get at the local shooting range where one 
might have recoil from fi ring the gun. It 
means the stamp is in used condition. (If 
you see two of these symbols together, 
you can probably fi gure the used stamp 
should be taken out and shot.) 

LP is not a long-playing vinyl record 
album. It is a coil line pair. Also, if you 
see “Free” in the description of a cover, 
check to see if the sender was a member 
of Congress or a former President. Don’t 
automatically assume that the seller is 
giving it to you for nothing.

Th en there are the colors of nine-
tenth-century cancels: Green (cover 
isn’t ripe yet?); Red (the letter within 
has been viewed?); and Blue (sad let-
ter within?).Orange you glad I couldn’t 
think of anything for Magenta, Purple
and Brown? [Editor’s note: About now 
we paused to get a cold cloth for our fore-
heads. Suggest readers do the same.]

Don’t gauge philatelic humor using 
this section of the Sales Talk column, just 
as the focus of your collection should not 
hinge on your use of these philatelic no-
tations.

Reminder on StampStore 
Posting Fees Change

On July 1, 2009, the posting fees for 
items submitted to StampStore will be 
uniformly 10¢ per item. When we origi-
nally established the StampStore site, we 
off ered to post items at 25¢ per item up 
to forty items, or a $10 maximum. Mem-
bers could send us forty-one items or 
1,000 items and the posting fee would 
remain $10. Th ousands of items were 
submitted to get the site up and running.

Th e posting fee structure has not 
changed since the site went live in August 
2000. And rather than have fees change 
in a convoluted manner, we are simpli-
fying them to 10¢ per item, regardless 
of the item’s value or the number of the 
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items submitted in one mailing. Other 
online selling services have step increas-
es based on the item’s value and many 
have a higher base-posting fee.

Th ere are no plans to change the 
posting fees for items that a member 
chooses to leave on the site for a third 
year. Th e present charge for these items 
is 10¢ per item.

 ‘5 For 10’ Categories 
(Needs)

We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 
Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950 and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for free 
blank books and mounts for every ten 
completed books containing material 
from a set list of categories. (Each group 
of ten or more qualifying books must be 
received at the same time and the books 

must have at least $50 per book. Th e cou-
pons are issued when the qualifying books 
are reviewed soon aft er arriving. ) 

Each book must be designed to fi t 
one of the categories, exclusively. Details 
are sent with blank sales book orders, or 
you may visit www.stamps.org/Services/
ser_Sales5for10.htm. [Note: Single-
country books usually have better sales.] 
Below are categories that are in very 
short supply at this time:

U.S. Fancy Cancels
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Precancels
British Africa
British Empire Victorian Era
British Southern Africa
French Africa
French Colonies
Yugoslavia

Global Air Mails
Transportation

Collectible Postage
It is important that circuit members 

use collectible postage when forwarding 
circuits. Th e member receiving a circuit 
likes to have some used postage to add 
to his/her collection as some payback, 
however minimal, for the cost of for-
warding each circuit. Continue to ask 
the postal clerk for a meter stamp, even 
if it is for $0, to indicate that the pack-
age was mailed through a clerk, giving it 
quicker passage through the postal sys-
tem. Postage stamps and meter stamps 
are offi  cially recognized as indicators 
that postage on a package has been pre-
paid. Th e proper mailing method must 
be used to forward circuits. Our main 
concern is for the circuit content.




