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SALES TALK
BY TOM HORN circuit sales director 
twhorn@stamps.org

Planning a Stop in Pennsylvania?
Perusing On-site Circuit Sales Just Many Perks of Visiting Bellefonte

..................................................................................................................

A trip to the Circuit Sales division 
at the American Philatelic Cen-
ter in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, 

could be just the cure for cabin fever. It 
gets better when there are special events 
happening at the center, especially this 
year. Consider the following:

World Stamp Show-NY 2016. 
While this is not in the APC, many 
travelers to the show will stop here go-
ing to and from New York City for the 
big international show scheduled for 
Memorial Day weekend through the 
next week (May 28–June 4). We will 
have plenty of material available for 
stamp browsing.

Scopex. The annual local stamp 
show in this area, will be held June 18 
and 19. The 19th is significant in that 
the APS Summer Seminar on Philately 
begins that day, so many of the show 
attendees are seminar participants as 

well. Plan your visit to take advantage 
of what the dealers have to offer and get 
a sense of the atmosphere that develops 
as the seminar approaches. Circuit Sales 
is open on the first day of the Scopex 
show.

APS Summer Seminar on Philat-
ely. The seminar is in session from June 
19 to 24. The atmosphere at the APC is 
just plain electric and vibrant when the 
seminar starts. You have to be here to 
experience it at least once. The seminar 
schedule includes time to visit and use 
our services and many people sit and 
browse through sales books.

Volunteer Work Week (July 18 to 
22). This is a great way to help the so-
ciety and there are many tasks lined up 
for you to do. You become educated in 
what we do here and what we have here. 
The Circuit Sales department is open 
until 8 p.m. one night during this week, 
but workers take a break once in a while 
to look through sales books.

Color change. The beauty of au-
tumn leaves is something you do not 

want to miss in Pennsylvania. The high-
ways are busy from the first through the 
third weeks of October, when people 
get out to see the vistas of color in the 
mountains. Include a visit to Circuit 
Sales on your way through the Allegh-
eny Mountains.

New library. The American Phila-
telic Center will hold an open house on 
October 29 to show off the American 
Philatelic Research Library’s new loca-
tion in the Match Factory. This major 
space renovation is expected to be com-
pleted this spring and the library will be 
fully operational this summer. Come in 
for festivities and visit Circuit Sales.

A slight caution. One point we 
need to make for visits in the fall is that 
you should check the Penn State Uni-
versity football schedule (gopsusports.
com) because the lodging space around 
a 40-mile radius area is scarce and very 
expensive beginning the Friday nights 
before the games. Let us know when 
you plan to visit us. We can give you 
some recommendations for lodging, 

The owner of this circuit book has noted 
what kinds of stamps are inside and the 
book’s overall value (upper left). The red 
markings are by Circuit Sales staff.

When circuit books are not in circulation, they are available for viewing at the American 
Philatelic Center in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania. Sales book pages typically have stamps 
mounted with notes and catalog values, along with the asking price.



212   AMERICAN PHILATELIST / FEBRUARY 2016

restaurants, activities, and local places 
of interest.

New Member Special
Beginning in February, Circuit Sales 

is offering a special coupon to APS 
members who sign up for our approv-
als for the first time. The coupon waives 
the 5 percent buyer’s fee for the circuit 
purchase of the member’s choosing. If 
you are new to the society or have not 
used this service during the last five 
years, send in your completed form to 
get started. The complete list of catego-
ries we offer is on the front mailing cov-
er of January’s edition of The American 
Philatelist or check the online circuit re-
quest form at stamps.org. This special is 
applicable to all the types of circuits we 
offer: regular multiple-name, clearance, 
and direct circuits. Chapters can benefit 
from this by making your first request 
for clearance circuits.

Sales Book Example
Snowed in this month? This is a per-

fect time to spend some time mounting 
sales books to turn your stamps and 
covers into cash. We will soon have a 
sample sales book printed with pages 
of different mounting scenarios that 
should be followed to help with the 

presentation 
of the mate-
rial you want 
to sell. There 
will also be 
some clearly 
marked ex-
amples of the 
most blatant mounting mistakes we 
have seen in the books. The book will 
be displayed online and hard copies will 
be available upon request.

Dues Paid Late?
February is the month we drop for-

mer members from the circuits for not 
having their dues paid for the year. If 
you just sent your dues payment with-
in the last couple of weeks, be sure to 
update your want list for circuits. And 
thank you for your continued use of our 
Circuit Sales services.

Report Sheets
When you purchase items from the 

circuits, please send your report sheet 
and payment the same day you forward 
the circuit to the next address. Quite 
a few members are receiving circuits 
from four or more categories and they 
tend to wait for another circuit to arrive 
so they can send payment at one time 
for more than one circuit.

If the member is the last or second 

from the last name on the list, this pres-
ents a problem for processing returning 
circuits, in that the report sheet will not 
be here and the purchases not entered. 
The checkers then calculate the pur-
chases and a $5 fine is charged for the 
additional time needed to do that. We 
encourage one payment for two or more 
report sheets, but not if the payment is 
delayed, causing extra processing.

‘5 For 10’ Categories (Needs) 
You can earn coupons for free blank 

books for every 10 completed books 
(Clearance books do not qualify) con-
taining material from a set list of cat-
egories. As you earn coupons for free 
blank books, the coupons can only be 
redeemed if accompanied by an order 
for sales books and/or mounts. Each 
month we list categories that are in par-
ticularly short supply. Single-country 
books usually have better sales.

U.S. Officials
U.S. Plate Number Singles
U.S. Precancels
The Bahamas
Bermuda
Jamaica
Danzig
German Colonies
Netherlands
Netherlands Colonies
Saar
China
Israel
Thailand

Circuit Sales Details
Questions? Contact us via e-mail at circuits@stamps.org, 

by phone at 814-933-3803, ext. 227, or by mail at 
APS, 100 Match Factory Place, Bellefonte, PA 16823.

Some Circuit Sales sellers include modern 
material at relatively low prices. This seller is 
offering many modern used Swiss stamps.

Single-country circuits with stamps 
from the Bahamas are in short supply.


