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sales talk
by tom horn

Try Using Shipping  
Assistant & SAve
Several members have noted that 

they are using the USPS program 
called Shipping Assistant to mail 

circuits. A few others are using Click-
N-Ship. The latter is the USPS program 
where you print the mailing label with 
the chosen secure service and the post-
age included in the bar code, which 
means that you purchase postage on-
line from the USPS. There is no attach-
ment of stamps to the package and the 
addressee effectively receives a metered 
parcel.

For “Shipping Assistant,” you print 
the address label, including the choice of 
secure service (Signature Confirmation 
or, for mailing to APS, Delivery Con-
firmation) and apply your own postage, 
since postage cannot be purchased on-
line with this program. This also allows 
you to save money on the purchase of 
Signature or Delivery Confirmation and 
you can track the package’s travel in the 
postal system through the program. The 
shipping label can be printed on a 4-by-
6-inch self-adhesive label or on paper 
for taping to the package (tape may not 
be applied over the barcode of the label). 
The advantages of using this program 
are:

1. Having a free program to use for 
shipping packages. 

2. Having the mailing address saved in 
the program’s database for future 
use. 

3. Having your return address stored, 
as well. 

4. Having the Signature Confirmation 
number, as proof of mailing, stored 
electronically. 

5. Having easy package tracking. 
6. Paying the electronic rate for 

Signature or Delivery Confirmation 
(which in 2010 was a savings of 40 
cents for the former and a savings 
of 70 cents for the latter).

7. Allowing the use of stamps for 

mailing circuits to other 
collectors.

What we have noted in this 
column are relevant aspects 
of “Shipping Assistant” 
that we have picked 
up from the USPS 
website. The online 
operation manual for 
the program is lengthy; however, you as 
a user for mailing circuits would not be 
encountering most of the situations de-
scribed in the manual. We do know that 
the circuit members using “Click-N-
Ship” are not using stamps on the circuit 
packages and those using “Shipping As-
sistant” have to apply the postage.

We invite those who have experience 
with one or the other of these USPS pro-
gram to let us know who you are and if 
you would be willing to serve as mentors 
for those who want to try using them for 
circuit mailings. We can put you in touch 
with other members to offer advice. We 
continue to use a different USPS-ap-
proved electronic service for the USPS 
secure service designations for now. We 
do not presume to be experts on “Ship-
ping Assistant,” so to get the information 
for downloading the program free from 
the USPS, visit http://www.usps.com/
shippingassistant/. As we collect com-
ments from users of these programs, we 
will share them with you in future col-
umns. Use of these programs can help 
soften the effects of increases in postage 
rates and costs.

Volunteers
If you haven’t heard by now, last 

summer, we established a formal Volun-
teer Week to be held in July each year. 
This year it is July 25–29, 2011. We have 
projects in different departments that 
need the help of volunteers to accom-
plish. You may contact Gretchen Moody 
for information about this rewarding 
week at the American Philatelic Center.

But don’t think you have to wait for 
July! When someone volunteers to do 
some things for the Sales Division, we 
welcome them any time. The projects 
we have involve working directly with 
stamps and catalogues and with our dig-
ital camera. Last summer, we had four 
members who sorted stamps owned by 
our Insurance Fund, arranging them by 
country and catalogue number range. 
The idea was to have stamps ready for 
mounting in sales books. We now have 
envelopes of stamps that need to go to 
the next step in the sales book mount-
ing process. We have the supplies and 
resources you will need. We also have 
many more stamps that need to be sort-
ed. The digital camera work involves 
photographing new sales books that 
will be placed into circulation for the 
first time and researching discrepancies 
noted by members in existing sales book 
inventories.

All you need to do is notify us a cou-
ple of weeks in advance that you plan to 
visit and what you would like to do for 
us. We will have things set up so you can 
get to work. Any time you can give us is 
really appreciated.

Direct Circuit Offer
For February and March, we are of-

fering a one-time direct circuit of Italy 
(mint, used, early and recent), waiving 
the $5-fee for members in the U.S. and 
discounting by $5 the $20 fee for mem-
bers outside the United States in coun-
tries to which we can send approvals. 
Requests for Italian Colonies cannot 

www.usps.com/shippingassistant/
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be filled. Just send us a note saying that 
you saw this offer, provide us with your 
membership number, mailing address 
and your preference in this category. 
The other featured category is British 
West Indies. The circuit you receive will 
contain a variety of countries from the 
region and will contain mint and used 
material. We cannot accommodate re-
quests for single countries or for mint 
only or used only. The direct circuit will 
be sent to you using Priority Mail or flat-
rate Priority Mail. You will need to ob-
tain one of these boxes at your post office 
(for free) for returning the circuit to us, 
because they may not be used a second 
time. Delivery Confirmation may be 
used for sending the circuit to APS only 
from the fifty states and Puerto Rico.

Mini-Circuits
We will send a four-book mini-

circuit to members who have not used 
the Sales Division in the last five years 
or who have never used it. Each circuit 
includes an introductory information 
sheet as well. The sales books are select-
ed from the categories requested. If you 
haven’t experienced the APS sales books, 
visit www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-By-
Mail, then click Circuit Request, to com-
plete the form online or contact us at 

salesdiv@stamps.org or 814-933-3803, 
ext. 228 to have one sent to you.

‘5 for 10’ Categories (Needs) 
We need U.S. items, except U.S. First 

Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-1950, U.S. 
Used post-1950 and U.S. Plate Blocks 
post-1950. You can earn coupons for 
free blank books and mounts for every 
10 completed books containing material 
from a set list of categories. (Each group 
of 10 or more qualifying books must be 
received at the same time and worth at 
least $50 per book. The coupons are is-
sued when the qualifying books are re-
viewed soon after arriving.) Each book 
must be designed to fit one of the cat-
egories, exclusively. Details are sent with 

blank sales book orders. You may also 
visit Www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-By-
Mail/ and How to Sell. [Note: Single-
country books usually have better sales.] 
Below are categories that are in very 
short supply at this time.

U.S. Back of the Book
U.S. Revenues
British North America
Hong Kong
French Colonies (pre-independent)
German Colonies
Iran
Israel
Ships
Space (stamps, please)

Visit the 
Sales Division & 

StampStore Online!
www. stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

www.stampstore.org


