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sales talksales talk
by tom horn

On July 1, 2009, the posting fees 
for items submitted to Stamp-
Store will become 10¢ per 

item. When we originally established 
the StampStore site, we off ered to post 
items at 25¢ per item up to forty items, 
or a $10 maximum. Members could send 
us forty-one items or 1,000 items and the 
posting fee would be $10. Th ousands of 
items were submitted to get the site up 
and running. Th e posting fee structure 
has not changed since the site went live 
in August 2000. Rather than have fees 
change in a convoluted manner, the new 
system will simplify them to 10¢ per 
item, regardless of the item’s value or the 
number of the items submitted in one 
mailing. Other online selling services 
have step increases based on the item’s 
value and many have a higher base post-
ing fee.

Th ere are no plans to change the 
posting fees for items that a member 
chooses to leave on the site for a third 
year. Th e present charge for these items 
is 10¢ per item.

Inventory of Circuit 
Possibilities

Twenty years ago, Th e Sales Division 
off ered three types of circuits: multiple 
name, chapter, and direct. Th e multi-
ple-name circuits are the most popular 

among the 3,900 buying members and 
they have the greatest sales volumes. 
Scheduled circuits are sent to 170 APS 
chapters, off ering them a wide variety of 
material for their members at club meet-
ings. 

Th e direct circuits have evolved into 
four “special case” circuits:

1. With a growing number of mem-
bers who have an address in the North 
for the summer and one in the South for 
the winter, we established the Seasonal 
Circuit. Under this arrangement, a mem-
ber receives two circuits at each location 
during the year. Each circuit contains 
sales books from the desired categories. 
Because the multiple-name circuits are 
based on zip codes, the member with 
seasonal addresses otherwise would 
bounce between two separate circuits in 
each chosen category and be placed last 
on the lists upon transferring to the oth-
er location. Regrettably, simply having 
mail forwarded from one address to the 
other is not an option, because of delays 
and extra handling. If your situation fi ts 
the “seasonal” defi nition, contact us for 
information on receiving seasonal direct 
circuits.

2. Another direct circuit is the Busy 
Person Circuit. Members in the United 
States may request a direct circuit con-
sisting of sales books from one category 

chosen from a list of available categories 
that are in good supply. Th is type of cir-
cuit was established to cater to those who 
are too busy to have the regular multiple-
name circuits delivered unannounced. 
Th ese circuits are sent on-demand only 
and will be mailed within two weeks of 
receipt of the request. Th ere is a charge of 
$5 for this special circuit. Contact us for 
a list of categories and more detailed in-
formation or you may visit www.stamps.
org/Services/images/BusyPerson.pdf.

3. Th e E-Circuit is the newest addi-
tion to our array of direct circuits and is 
available only for members at addresses 
outside the United States and Puerto 
Rico. Th is one works by placing images 
of the sales book pages on a website for 
the member to view. An order is placed 
by e-mail for the items the member 
wants. We remove the items from the 
sales books and send them in an enve-
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lope, thus eliminating the very high cost 
of registered mail. Th is circuit also allows 
us to serve members in countries where 
the approval package is not an option, be-
cause of customs and value-added taxes. 
Members at APO/FPO addresses should 
use this circuit for buying. More infor-
mation is available at www.stamps.org/
Services/ecircuitinfo.pdf.

4. Th en, there is the in-house direct 
circuit that you select in person. Th ese are 
the circuits that visitors to the American 
Philatelic Center can take with them, or 
they may buy items while they are here. 
Visitors may browse through sales books 
that are in transition between circuits 
and take a circuit home for mailing back 
to us, take it out overnight for return the 
next day, or buy items here on the day 
of their visit. Pennsylvania sales tax is 
applicable for purchases made here, and 
the circuits that do not enter the mail 
system do not incur the $1.50 insurance 
fund fee. We have members returning to 
browse through circuits once or twice 
each year — once they have been hooked 
by the adventure of searching for their 
“want list” items among the sales books. 
Make plans to visit YOUR headquarters, 
take a tour, visit the research library, and 
relax in the Sales Division while poring 
through sales books. 

We also house some of the in-kind 
donations that are being sold to benefi t 
APS programs and operations. Browse 
through boxes, albums and sales sheets 
of stamps, covers and collections at bar-
gain prices.

Useful Links at Stamps.org
Visit our website page at www.stamps.

org/Services/ser_SalesLinks.htm to ac-
cess information about:

• Th e “5 for 10” blank sales books off er
• A listing of the content of Circuit 

categories
• A reference for which catalogues are 

used for selling through us
• Th e Busy-Person circuit form
• Th e Circuit Request Form
• A list of countries (A to Z) that have 

problem stamps
• A report sheet in .pdf format
• A sales book claim form to use for 

reporting discrepancies in your 
retired sales books, and information 
about E-Circuits

‘5 for 10’ Categories 
(Needs)

We need U.S. items, except U.S. 
First Day Covers, U.S. Mint post-
1950, U.S. Used post-1950 and U.S. 
Plate Blocks post-1950. You 
can earn coupons for free 
blank books and mounts for 
every 10 completed books 
containing material from a 
set list of categories. (Each 
group of 10 or more qualify-
ing books must be received at 
the same time and at least 
$50 per book. Th e coupons 
are issued when the qualify-
ing books are reviewed soon 
aft er arriving.) Each book 
must be designed to fi t one of the cat-
egories, exclusively. Details are sent with 
blank sales book orders. You also may 
visit www.stamps.org and click Sales Di-
vision and How to Sell. [Note: Single-
country books usually have better sales.] 
Below are categories that are in very 
short supply at this time:

U.S. 19th Century Covers
U.S. Coils
U.S. Revenues
Australian States
British North America
India
Czechoslovakia
German Covers
Greece
Guatemala 
Liechtenstein
Miniature Sheets
Nicaragua
Turkey

Collectible Postage
It is important that circuit members 

use collectible postage when forwarding 
circuits. Th e member receiving a circuit 

likes to have some used postage to add 
to his/her collection as some payback, 
however minimal, for the cost of for-
warding each circuit. Continue to ask 
the postal clerk for a meter stamp, even 
if it is for $0, to indicate that the pack-
age was mailed through a clerk, giving it 
quicker passage through the postal sys-
tem. Postage stamps and meter stamps 
are offi  cially recognized as indicators 
that postage on a package has been pre-
paid. Th e proper mailing method must 
be used to forward circuits. Our main 
concern is for the circuit content.

Visit
the Sales
Division &

StampStore
Online!

www. stamps.org


