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What About the  
Far East Bandwagon?

There is a lot of buzz about the 
stamp collecting craze in the 
Far East. Thousands of people 

visit stamp shows and bourses in China 
and Hong Kong. Auction houses real-
ize millions of dollars in sales. In Sep-
tember 2013, the Wall Street Journal 
published an article about the phila-
telic activity in that part of the world. It 
mentions a dealer who is also a member 
of the APS and is the son of a member 
who has been selling stamps through 
the Sales Division for more than forty 
years.

In this column, I note a list of catego-
ries that are in very short supply. China, 
Japan, Hong Kong, Thailand, and Ko-
rea are usually on our “needed” list — 
the first three categories having been 
on the list for quite some time. Here is a 
table showing the sales in the categories 

related to this area of the world in the last 
two years. Please keep in mind that the 
average sales of a book is about 32 per-
cent system-wide upon retirement. The 
percentage of the number of Clearance 
books sold is also included. The areas are 
listed in descending order of sales.

Category % $ amt % # Clearance 
 material sold books sold
Philippines 64.90% 40.00%
China 60.10% 84.20%
Japan 52.30% 57.10%
India &  48.50% 34.60% 
   States
Malaysia 44.60% 27.30%
Thailand 41.20% 37.50%
British Asia 36.40% 39.50%
Southeast Asia 36.10% 30.80%
Hong Kong 35.60% 40.00%
Ryukyus 33.10% 33.30%
Far East 32.90% 62.50%
Asia 32.30% 43.80%
Korea 26.40% 28.60%

Most of these are very good num-
bers. This should indicate to sellers that 
the Asian areas are ripe for selling (see 
the special for sellers in this column) 
and to buyers that the sales book system 
is a great venue for obtaining items for 

your collection. And you are getting the 
material at U.S. market prices. For buy-
ers, however, please note there might 
longer waits between circuits for some of 
these categories, due to available supply. 
Complete the card insert from this issue 
to request these circuits. 

Circuit Request Card
As just noted, we included a busi-

ness reply card in this issue to make it 
easier for you to request circuits. The 
list of available categories is on the back 
of this issue. If you are on circuits now, 
simply write out the categories you wish 
to add. If you are making a first-time re-
quest, please enter no more than three 
categories. This will give you a good 
look at the circuits and how they op-
erate. When you feel comfortable han-
dling them during the next six to twelve 
months, you may add more categories. 

Hong Kong Scott 492, issued 1987.

Sales page from Philippines circuit, low 
values; total page $2.20.

Bahrain page from India & mixed countries 
circuit, higher values; total page $160.30
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If you are returning to the circuits after 
a break from receiving them, just let us 
know what your current interests are 
and we will get you going again. If you 
want Clearance circuits of the catego-
ries you note, tell us that on the card. 
And, if you have any questions, we are 
happy to provide answers. 

Dues Paid?

Are your dues for 2014 paid? Later 
this month we will be sending reminder 
letters to members who have not remit-
ted their dues as of January 15, 2014. 
Then, on February 3, 2014, we remove 
names from the circuit lists. The Sales 

For your convenience, a Sales Circuit Request Form postal card has been inserted in this issue.

www.stamps.org/Buy-and-Sell-by-Mail 

Please only use this card for requesting circuit categories. Thank you!

APS No.  ______________        Date  ______________

Name  ________________________________________

Address  ______________________________________

City  __________________________________________

State  _______________  ZIP Code  ________________

E-Mail  _______________________________________

For receiving circuits at other than the address above:

Address  ______________________________________

City  _________________________________________

State  _______________  ZIP Code  _________________

Your Circuit
Category Selections
(from the list on the back

cover of this issue)

1. _______________________

2. _______________________

3. _______________________

4. _______________________

5. _______________________

6. _______________________

First-time buyers should request
no more than 3 categories.

APS Sales Circuits Request Form

Division is a member-only service used 
by about 11 percent of the APS member-
ship. Having your dues paid avoids our 
having to interrupt your participation 
on the circuits.

Specials for Sellers
We have several categories that have 

been in short supply for quite a while. 
Beginning this month and running un-
til March 31, 2014, we are offering an 
additional reward to the “5 for 10” bar-
gain noted here every month. For every 
ten books submitted for circulation in 
the categories listed here, we will dou-
ble the points you receive to get free 
blank books. This means that instead of 
the usual five free books for every ten 
submitted, we will be offering ten free 
books for ten submitted. The qualifying 
categories are:

U.S. Air Mails (stamps only)
U.S. Back of the Book 
U.S. Coils
U.S. Cut Squares
U.S. Fancy Cancels
U.S. Officials
U.S. Plate # Singles
U.S. Possessions
U.S. Precancels
Australian States
The Bahamas 
Bermuda
Hong Kong
India
Jamaica
Baltic States
Danzig
German Colonies 
Saar
Spain
Spanish Colonies
China (pre-1960)
Egypt
Ethiopia
Japan (pre-1960)
Liberia
Art (stamps only)
Space (stamps only)
Sports (stamps only)

SAMPLE


