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A Little of This 
and That

Thanks to all of you who have already paid your 2015 — and in some cases 
2016 and 2017! — dues. We also appreciate your donations and suggestions 
for improvements. If your dues notice did not arrive or has been misplaced, 

please don’t hesitate to contact us. Phone numbers and e-mail addresses for all our 
staff directors appear opposite the table of contents in each issue of The American 
Philatelist.

You also can go to the MyAPS section of our website, www.stamps.org, to check 
on the status of your membership (and, if applicable, Philatelic Literature Review 
subscription). Your new expiration date should be reflected on the site within 24 
hours of the posting of your payment to our account. In addition, MyAPS can be 
used to update your contact information, to see the status of any items offered by you 
for sale on StampStore or submitted for expertization, and to check on the status of 
any books you may have ordered.

*****

The cover story of the September issue of The American Philatelist was the cold 
case of the two copies of the Inverted Jenny McCoy block that have not yet been 
recovered. As indicated in our monthly e-newsletter, Don Sundman of Mystic Stamp 
Company has generously offered a 
$50,000 reward for each of the two 
missing copies contingent upon their 
return to the APRL in good condition. 
While we have not yet received any 
significant leads, mention of the reward 
appeared in the New York Times, 
providing nice publicity for our hobby.    

If for some reason you are not 
receiving the monthly e-newsletter, 
we probably do not have your current 
e-mail address. If you access the Internet 
but do not use e-mail, the newsletter 
can still be viewed by clicking on the 
link from the newsroom at www.
stamps.org. Note that unless you are an 
officer, dealer, judge, chapter, or affiliate 
representative who has specifically 
given permission, we will not release 
your e-mail address even to other APS 
members. In addition to the monthly 
e-newsletter, we do send geographically 
targeted e-mails for national stamp 
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The holiday season is rapidly approaching. When you 
are planning your travels, please note that the American 
Philatelic Center will be closed:

• Thursday, December 25 & Friday December 26
• Thursday, January 1

The APS and APRL will maintain their usual hours, 8 
a.m.–4:30 p.m. EST, on the remaining days of those weeks.

The American Philatelic Center staff wishes all APS 
members and their families the happiest of holiday seasons.

Holiday Schedule

Pursuant to Article 3, Section 3.4 of the By-
laws, I hereby issue this official call for the 54th 
Winter Meeting of the American Philatelic Society 
for transactions of such business as may be legally 
brought before it. The convention will assemble at 
the Riverside Convention Center, 3637 Fifth Street, 
Riverside, California 92501, from February 13–15, 
2015.

All meetings of the American Philatelic Soci-
ety will be held at the Exhibition Hall. Proposed 
resolutions shall be submitted to APS National 
Headquarters at least thirty days prior to the gen-
eral membership meeting, which will be held in the 
Exhibition Hall at 9 a.m. on Saturday, February 14.

Stephen Reinhard
President, American Philatelic Society

Call for APS 
2015 Winter 
Meeting

shows and occasionally send out an e-mail for a first day 
ceremony or special event sponsored by the National 
Postal Museum or a chapter, but APS limits e-mail much 
more than many other organizations. In addition, all 
e-mails come from the APS. We do not release your e-mail 
address to third parties.

*****
Occasionally we get questions from members who 

have received mail from dealers or auctioneers who have 
sent them philatelic offers. Our privacy policy does allow 
for the release of addresses to other APS members for 
approved mailings. This also includes affinity partners, 
including Hugh Wood Insurance, as well as identity 
theft, credit card, and discount programs approved by the 
Board. Members, however, may request that their postal 
addresses never be released (and/or that their e-mails are 
not used). This may be done by phone, e-mail, written 
note, or the profile section of MyAPS.

*****
We recently learned of the passing of David Bushard, 

founding librarian of the Northern Philatelic Library in 
St. Paul, Minnesota. In a very short period of time David 
had done great work to establish a tremendous resource 
for collectors in the Minneapolis/St. Paul area. Philately 
is blessed to have far more literature than most other 
hobbies. While our Library serves collectors around the 
world, it can not completely substitute for the ability to 
browse and use philatelic literature in your local area. 

In addition to the Northern Philatelic Library, the hobby 
also benefits greatly from philatelic libraries maintained 
by the Collectors Club of Chicago; the Collectors Club 
of New York; the Smithsonian National Postal Museum 
in Washington, DC; the Northwest Philatelic Library in 
Portland, OR; the Postal History Foundation in Tucson, 
AZ; the Railway Mail Service Library in Boyce, VA; the 
Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library in Denver, CO; the 
San Diego County Library in Poway, CA; the Spellman 
Museum of Stamps and Postal History in Weston, MA; 
the Western Philatelic Library, Redwood City, CA; and the 
Wineburgh Philatelic Research Library at the University of 
Texas, Dallas. Other libraries the APRL works closely with 
include the Harry Sutherland Philatelic Library in Toronto 
and the British Library in London. Contact information 
for all of these libraries is available from the APRL or our 
website (www.stamps.org/Philatelic-Libraries).

*****
We have a challenge. Despite receiving gifts of stamps 

from more than 1,500 APS members already this year, 
we are short on stamps to fill requests from the more 
than 1,000 teachers who have signed up for our Stamps 
Teach program. While clean, off paper stamps are 
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preferred, we will gladly accept 
on paper stamps and bundleware 
to help us make more materials 
available to teachers in classrooms 
throughout the United States.

All gifts of stamps with an 
estimated value of $5 or more are acknowledged and are 
generally deductible for U.S. taxpayers. Note, however, 
that for gifts of up to $5,000 value it is up to the donor to 
determine the value and that gifts with a claimed value 
exceeding $5,000 require a qualified appraisal.

*****

Our winter show, AmeriStamp Expo, is returning to 
Riverside next February 13–15. This Southern California 
venue has proven to be popular in the past, and having 

obtained Postal Service support for a mailing 
to households in the area, we expect the show 
to be better attended than ever. The winter 
show is not as large as our August event but 
we should still have about 70 dealers and 300 
frames of exhibits, plus a number of seminars, 
participating Societies, and board and general 
meetings. As mentioned last month, we also 
will be introducing a coupon book exclusively 
for APS members with discounts offered by 
many of the show dealers.  Don’t delay, make 
your plans to attend now.

*****

Finally, some congratulations. First to the 
American Stamp Dealers Association, which 
recently celebrated its 100th anniversary with a 

special show in New York City. Second, to Tom Lera 
who has recently retired as the Winton M. Blount 
Research Chair for the Smithsonian National 
Postal Museum. Tom has done a wonderful job 
of introducing new forensic technology to the 
hobby. Also congratulations to Dan Piazza who 
has formally become the National Postal Museum’s 

Curator of Philately replacing Cheryl Ganz, another 
hobby stalwart, who retired earlier this year.

*****

Best wishes for a happy, healthy holiday season from 
all the staff of the APS and APRL. We hope you find gift 
cards to the APS/APRL in your stocking and the blessings 
of a hobby that allows you to relax and escape from the 
often frantic holiday activity.

Lawrence J Mozian
PO Box 5774

Williamsburg, VA 23188

E-mail  lmozian@cox.net
Tel  (757) 220-2007 • Fax  (757) 220-1484
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Volunteers prepare to work on 
filling teacher requests for Stamps 
Teach material.

America’s Stamp Club 
www.stamps.org


