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Stamps Teach  
Is Expanding

Thank you for the support of Stamps Teach. We have met the matching requirement 
and will receive the $25,000 grant from the Turning Point Foundation. Your 
generosity and the matching funding has allowed us to hire a part-time (ten 

hours per week) coordinator who will begin working with volunteers by early December. 
The goal is to grow the program from the 100 teachers that the pilot program was limited 
to during the initial two years to 1,000 teachers per year.

In addition to gifts from about 150 individuals, we appreciate the support from sev-
eral chapters that helped us meet the match. Thanks to the Evanston New-Trier Phila-
telic Society, the Great Bay Stamp Club, the Hollywood Stamp Club, the Philatelic Club 
of Will County, Portland Philatelic Exhibitions, the Roseville Stamp Club, the Wisconsin 
Federation of Stamp Clubs, the Westfield Stamp Club (and any others that arrive after 
this writing!). We were delighted to have about twenty-five members of the Westfield 
Stamp Club visit us in early October and receive their check in person from club Presi-
dent (and APS Board member) Nick Lombardi (see photo below). 

Many thanks to Director of Education Gretchen Moody and our Youth Coordinator 
Janet Houser, who have run the Stamps Teach pilot the last two years. They will super-
vise the part-time coordinator but is looking forward to having time freed up to work 
on other projects, including development of additional courses and conversion of slide 
programs to DVDs.

*****
I have been contacted by a few members concerned about our mortgage debt and 

financial viability. One member even said he wanted to resign because he was afraid that 

During a recent visit to the American Philatelic center the Westfield stamp club President and APs Board member nick lombardi presented 
APs executive Director Ken marting with a check for $500 for stamps teeach
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we would go bankrupt and he would be personally liable for 
his share of our debt. I would like to reassure our members 
that the APS is in the best financial shape it has been in for 
years. We have a balanced budget and are not on the verge of 
bankruptcy. We pay about $35,000 each month on our mort-
gages, which consists of about $19,000 interest and $16,000 
principal. The mortgage payments and maintenance of the 
facility is completely covered by monthly rent from tenants, 
which currently totals about $45,700 and should increase to 
about $51,000 next year. Our budget, independently audited 
financial statements, and IRS Form 990 are all available to 
members to review on our website.

What is true is that, while we our covering our expenses 
without having to rely on donations for operations, our bud-
get is very tight. We do have to rely on grants and donations 
to add or grow new programs such as Stamps Teach.  A few 
APS members have taken advantage of two options for mak-
ing gifts to the Society and/or the Library that have been 
more beneficial to them than simply writing a check.

Members with an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) 
who are age 70½ or older must make required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) from their accounts. They may choose 
to gift some or all of that amount, up to $100,000, to a 501(c)
(3) non-profit, such as the APS or APRL. Called a charitable 
IRA rollover, this is a temporary opportunity that expires on 

December 31. Congress may or may not elect to extend it 
to next year. The money must be transferred directly from 
a traditional or Roth IRA to a permissible organization. The 
amount of such gifts is excluded from gross income, often 
resulting in significant tax benefits to the donor.

With the stock market at record highs, a second option 
is the direct donation of appreciated stock. The donor of ap-
preciated stock avoids capital gains and can claim the full 
market value of the stock on the date of transfer as a chari-
table donation. I would be happy to talk to any members 
interested in either of these options.

*****
In the long term, our greatest budget concern is reduced 

dues income from declining membership. Arguably, helping 
with membership growth is even more important than gifts 
of money or philatelic materials. I have often talked about 
ways in which members can help us stabilize and grow APS 
membership, and beginning with this issue we are including 
a box that will run in every issue of The American Philatelist 
with ways you can help. (See page 1183.)

Our thanks go to several groups who have recently told 
us of their plans to help recruit members:

• Enclosed in the latest copy of Album Page, the newsletter 
of the [Portland] Oregon Stamp Society, was a business 
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reply card that recipients could return for a 
sample American Philatelist and membership 
application.

• Scribblings, the publication of the Rocky 
Mountain Philatelic Library, plans to include 
an APS member application in its next issue.

• Similarly, Library Trustee Peter Martin, who recently 
purchased La Posta, has agreed to provide a full-page in 
the publication including a member application.

• Finally, great thanks to Jim and Sue Dempsey of A & 
D Stamps. This year when they send holiday cards to 
more than 2,000 customers they are including a special 
offer so that any customer who is not currently an APS 
member can purchase material from them equivalent to 
the cost of their first year of APS membership.

*****
Last month I mentioned the efforts of Steve Rod to have 

a display and programs in his local public library for Nation-

al Stamp Collecting Month. Steve’s co-editor on the Encyclo-
pedia of United States Stamps, Rodney Juell, also was busy. 
At its recent annual show, the Philatelic Club of Will County 
hosted a “workshop” at which Boy Scouts could earn the 
Stamp Collecting Merit Badge (see photos above). Nineteen 
young men completed the requirements and earned their 
badge. Club members will be following up with interested 
Scouts as they cultivate a new-found hobby. 

*****
In addition to the Westfield Stamp Club, we have had 

recent visits from the Jockey Hollow Stamp Club and the 
Capital City Philatelic Society. We also were delighted to 
see Dick Winter, author of the two volumes of Understand-

ing Transatlantic Mail, who made a detour in his travels to 
visit Bellefonte and view the new compact shelving and our 
work on the Tom Alexander donation. Also thanks to Alan 
Warren for saying hello on his way home. We can count 
on a visit from Alan anytime he has a judging assignment.

While the flow of visitors normally slows over the win-
ter months, we do have a few regulars who travel to use 
our facilities over the Christmas and New Year period. 
We will maintain our regular hours except for December 
24–25, and January 1. While all departments will be open, 
a number of employees take vacation around the holidays, 
so staffing will be reduced compared to normal. If you are 
hoping to talk to a specific individual it is always better to 
call in advance.

*****
By now you should have received your annual dues no-

tice. We hope that you will continue your membership. We 
have worked hard to keep costs to a minimum and for the 
sixth straight year have no dues increase. Prompt payment 
will save the Society the cost of followup reminders. 

Best wishes for a happy, healthy holiday season and a 
prosperous new year!

Looking for a Last-minute gift?
 Give your favorite collector an APS gift card. Gift 
cards may be ordered by phone (814-933-3803) or 

online at www.stamps.org/Gift-Cards.
Please orders before December 20 for the gift card 

to arrive before Christmas (within the United 
States). If you are ordering books or specialty 

items place your order by December 13.


