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Election Time

When you are planning your holiday travels, please note that the 
American Philatelic Center will be closed Monday, December 24, Tues-
day, December 25, and Tuesday, January 1.

The APS and APRL will maintain their usual hours, 8 a.m.–4:30 
p.m. EST, on the remaining days of those weeks. The American Phila-
telic Center staff wishes all APS members and their families the happiest 
of holiday seasons.

APS & APRL 
Holiday Schedule

December 1 marks the official opening of nominations for the election for 
members of the APS and APRL Boards. As part of the election two years ago 
the membership approved changing the term for board members from two to 

three years. Most nominations and seconds are made by chapters, although a group of 
ten individuals who are not members of a chapter may also make a nomination or second 
one. All the APS Board elected positions are open. This includes the President, a three-
member Board of Vice Presidents who run as a team, the Secretary, the Treasurer, and 
four Directors-at-Large.

The Board sets the policy and direction of the Society and serving is a significant 
responsibility. Meetings are regularly held at the summer and winter APS shows with 
additional meetings normally conducted by phone as frequently as monthly. APS Board 
members receive no remuneration or even reimbursement of expenses. It’s a labor of love.

A link on the right side of our front page at www.stamps.org will 
take you to complete election information including the time line, 
policies and procedures, candidate application forms, and  nomina-
tion forms. Nominees for office will be published beginning next 
month. A candidate forum, which we plan on videotaping and 
making available on the web, is scheduled for January 19 at our 
Louisville, Kentucky winter show. The election ballot will be in the 
May issue of The American Philatelist and election voting closes in 
June. Terms of those who are elected begin at the conclusion of the 
General Meeting at APS StampShow next August in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin.

In addition to the APS Board positions, APS members have tra-
ditionally elected one Library board member in each election. As-
suming bylaw changes are approved, APS members will now elect 
two Library board members in each election or in total four of the 
eight Board positions as compared to three of the nine positions in 
the past.
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Please contact us before sending any material.

PO Box 1905-A • Venice, FL 34284-1905
Ph: 941-376-5689 • Fax: 941-493-1490

qualitystamps@verizon.net
BuyingQualityStamps.com

Check out our website to learn
more about our company &
appraisals through the mail.

Quality
Stamps

Is your collection too bulky or too valuable to mail?
Contact us about our travel schedule. We travel a lot to 

buy stamps, but can’t be everywhere at once!

Th inking about Selling, but 
Feeling Isolated? Contact Us!
We do appraisals through the mail.

To:Quality
Stamps

We have over 30 years professional
experience & are members of

numerous professional philatelic
organizations & societies.

Information on the Library Bylaw changes is on pages 
1150 and you should find a prepaid blow-in card to allow 
you to vote for or against the changes. The changes have been 
approved by the APRL Board, but Pennsylvania nonprofit 
law requires changes to bylaws involving the selection of di-
rectors to be confirmed by the members (and APS members 
are automatically also APRL members).

David Straight
Philately, the APS, the St. Louis area, the National Postal 

Museum, and many others all suffered a great loss in mid-
October with the death of David Straight. An entire column 
could be written on him and I expect this issue will include 
some other remembrances. While he served on both the 
APRL and APS boards, I’ll likely remember him most for his 
significant role in the establishment of two annual events: 
The Postal History Symposium and Volunteer Work Week. 

I don’t believe either would exist if not for his efforts.

Expertizing
I’m happy to report that work on the website module for 

Expertizing has begun. By early next year we expect mem-
bers will be able to view the status of any item they have 
submitted. Also, any member will be able to view the stamp 

submitted to our service and the expert opinions. Initially, 
you may only be able to view new items for which certificates 
have been issued, but eventually we should be able to add all 
certificates back until 2004 when we began using digital im-
ages. In time, with the help of volunteers, we intend to enter 
the data for older certificates.

David straight immersed in his research in the APrl.
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Library Happenings
A special thanks to the Library 

staff who have faced several challeng-
es of late. The preparation of space for 
one tenant last year forced us to take a 
chunk of space away from our Library 
annex, which hosts about half of our 
collection. And now finishing the two 
floors above the annex has  resulted in 
the loss of additional space for a stair-
well to provide for emergency egress 
for the tenant who will move in next 
March. The finishing of space for that 
tenant has also required encapsulating the annex in plastic as 
the floor above, which serves as the annex ceiling, had to be 
completely replaced. Without the encapsulation, dust, dirt 
and anything else would fall on the Library materials.

At the same time this fall we are losing two staff.  Refer-
ence Assistant Neil Coker has moved back to St. Louis to 
work for Regency Superior and, at the end of the year, Rose-
ann Staie who has been our library receptionist for nearly 
twenty years is retiring. Neil’s replacement Scott Tiffney has 
been a volunteer in the Library the past year and a half. We’re 

delighted to have a professional librarian familiar with our 
library who can step right in, but we will also be losing a 
lot of volunteer hours! Scott had provided more than 1,250 
volunteer hours during the first nine months of 2012 and 
gave more than that last year. And these only include hours 
at the American Philatelic Center. In his spare time at home 
he has gotten about a third of the way through digitizing the 
approximate 240,000 entries in the Piper Philatelic Article 
Index.

Welcome Scott. We’ll miss you, Neil and Roseann.

neil coker, roseann staie, and scott tiffney.
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Congratulations to Librarian Tara Murray who recently 
became Division Cabinet Chair Elect for the Special Library 
Association. Something else to keep her busy when she is 
not at work or training to run marathons. I don’t want to 
overlook our final Library staff member, Betsy Gamble. I am 
unaware of any major changes involving her other than our 
construction necessitating a change in venue for her practice 
playing the bag pipes.

Award Nominations Are Wonderful Gifts
The APS staff hope you and your family have a happy and 

healthy holiday season. Gifts are often given during the holi-
days, and while the APS and APRL always welcome mon-
etary and in-kind gifts, there is another great gift that you 
can give a fellow collector — one that costs just little time 
and possibly a first class postage stamp. On the APS website 
under the Membership Tab, one of the entries is awards. A 

number of awards are listed including the Carter Volunteer 
Awards, the Kehr Award, and the Luff Awards.

The Carter Awards have categories for youth, young 
adults, and service at the local and national level. The Kehr 
Award is given annually for enduring contributions that 
help guarantee the future of the hobby. The Luff Awards are 
give for research, contributions to philately, and service to 
the Society. There are a lot of deserving collectors, but the 
number of nominations received are often relatively few. In 
some cases, we have not even received sufficient nomina-
tions for all ten local Carter Awards.

Nominations may be made at any time, but to be consid-
ered for 2013 they should be sent by December 15. Please 
help identify individuals who should be honored. If you don’t 
have Internet access let us know. and we will be happy to 
send you the award criteria and nomination forms by mail.

And thank you for all you do for the hobby!

The Gateway of the South 
Welcomes America’s Stamp Club

AmeriStamp Expo

LouisviLLe

January 18–20, 2013
Kentucky International Convention Center

Louisville, Kentucky


