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Thanks to All!
Based on previous delays, I hope I don’t have to eat my words, but our new 

and improved website should be live by the time you read this. No website 
is ever complete. There are a few  features included in our contract with 

the developer that are not being released as part of the launch and there are many 
more that we have identified as future upgrades. Nonetheless, as briefly described 
on page 1100, the new site at the same ww.stamps.org address should be a major 
step forward.

While an outside firm was hired — at a fixed price — to do the programming, 
the content and design of pages represent the tireless work of Wendy Masorti. I 
can’t thank her enough for her outstanding effort. While our focus for the next 
few months will be adding the final contracted elements, our 2012 proposed bud-
get includes funds to allow continuous improvements, and we welcome your sug-
gestions.

*****
In my last two columns I shared highlights of staff accomplishments over the past year. How-

ever, staff rely on volunteer support in many areas. Previous mention has focused on volunteers 
without formal “portfolios.” In this season of thanksgiving I want to extend special thanks to the 
APS and APRL boards and to our Committee chairs and members. 
These are all volunteers, most of whom receive no reimbursement, 
even for out-of-pocket expenses.

While the Boards primarily provide governance and direction, a 
number of Committee chairs and members provide direct services 
in addition to sharing their expertise. Before describing a few of the 
services, I want to express thanks to a few Committee members who 
have recently retired after many years of service. Alan Warren and 
Al Kugel, both of whom have served many years on numerous APS 
committees, have stepped down as Chair and member of the Luff 
Award Committee. We thank them for their long service.

Major thanks also go to six retiring members of our Finance Committee who have 
helped guide the APS and APRL to a much stronger financial footing over the past 
few years. Nearly all six have also served as board members, donors, cheerleaders and 
member recruiters. Thank you Jack Flannery, Ken Grant, Janet Klug, George Kramer, 
Steven Rod, and May Day Taylor. Two other long-serving representatives who have 
recently retired from official APS positions are past APS president John Hotchner, who 
served many years as our liaison with the United States Postal Service, and Herbert 
Trenchard, who served many years as APS/APRL Historian. Thank you both.

I don’t have space in this column to go into detail on all twenty APS Committees 
and nearly twenty other official representatives, but would like to highlight a few of 
the longest serving and a few who directly provide services to the membership. One 
of the most dependable and familiar faces is Jim McDevitt chair of the Affiliates Com-
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mittee. Our August 2011 Columbus StampShow was the 
first APS winter or summer show since 1996 that he did 
not attend and staff the Affiliates/Chapter/Beginner Booth. 
He planned to be at Columbus but unfortunately his best 
friend passed away in New Zealand just a couple days be-
fore the show. With minimal assistance, and completely at 
his own expense, Jim does his best to promote the 200+ 
national specialty societies affiliated with the APS to show 
attendees.

Another long-serving member is Tom Fortunato, Chair 
of the Chapters Activities Committee (CAC). While sig-
nificantly involved with the Ropex world series of philately 
show as well as the past Washington and upcoming New 
York international shows, Tom also has taken on many proj-
ects to support our 500 local chapter clubs. One example is 
the special pictorial cancellations he has prepared for chap-
ters nearly every year to promote October as national stamp 
collecting month. Another member of the CAC who de-
serves public thanks is Jane King Fohn. For many years she 
edited the quarterly Chapter newsletter and she continues 
to coordinate the Newsletter Exchange and Newsletter and 
Show Program contests.

One of our lesser known committees is the Committee 
for Preservation and Care of Philatelic Materials, which is 
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headed by Roger Rhoads. Roger also is actively involved 
with the Garfield Perry March Party World Series of Philat-
ely show. Under his leadership the Committee has prepared 
and maintained twenty-eight chapters of advice on the pres-
ervation and care of stamps and covers, as well as a presenta-
tion on stamps and plastics — all of which is available on the 
APS website.

An equally impressive committee chair is Bobby Liao of 
the Translation Committee. Under his leadership the Com-
mittee translates philatelic-related material for forty-two 
languages. Most of the requests that are for short transla-
tions (under 250 words) and are provided to members with-
out charge. Philatelic items such as letters, cancellations, in-
scriptions on stamps, and first day cover cachets are most 
frequently translated.

During the period from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011, 
the fifty-six members of the Translation Committee between 
them spent 192 hours translating ninety items totaling more 
than 36,000 words. Over the past year, Farsi and Malayalam 
have been added to the languages covered.

I would be remiss if I did not mention one additional 
Committee that provides direct service to APS members — 
the Stamp Theft Committee.  It was headed for many years 
by Duke Day, who passed away earlier this year, and we are 
grateful to APS Vice President Nick Lombardi for assuming 
this role.

The invaluable service provided by our various commit-
tees’ members is a great reminder of the important function 
of one final committee: the Awards Committee and its sever-
al sub-committees. While many of the members mentioned 
above are well enough known to be nominated for our 
Carter Volunteer Awards, we need your help in identifying 
and nominating lesser known individuals who provide in-
valuable service at the local level. Forms and criteria for the 
Carter awards are available from our website. Nominations 
must be submitted by December 15 to receive consideration 
for the awards to be given in 2012.

Many of our Committee chairs would love to have some 
new blood and additional hands. If you have an interest 
in becoming more involved with the APS by serving on a 
Committee, either contact the Committee chair or let me 
know. A committee of special need is our Entry Level Com-
mittee, which is currently inactive and needs both members 
and a chair. Carol Edholm chaired this committee for sever-
al years before health issues caused her to step down. More 
recently, her husband Keith has also had a health challenge 
but we are glad to hear that he appears to be on the road to 
recovery.

World Series Shows 
I want to begin by extending my apologies for an omis-

sion. Napex, the Washington, DC area World Series of Phi-
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lately show was inadvertently excluded from the list of indi-
viduals and groups who have committed $15,000 for a carrel 
in our future library space reported on in one of my recent 
columns. My sincere apologies for the oversight and thanks 
to Napex for their generosity.

I also want to thank two other World Series shows: The 
Philatelic Society of Los Angeles has subsidized one of our 
“On the Road” educational courses at Sescal the last couple 
years and has agreed to do so again in 2012. Westpex, the 
San Francisco area WSP show, is now following their lead. 
The Westpex board has approved donating $150 per stu-
dent for up to 25 students for a course on “Understanding 
and Identifying U.S. Grills,” which will be taught by Richard 
Drews and offered on April 25 and 26, 2012. APS members 
will pay only $45 for the two-day course.

Thanks also to Stanley Luft, who has long been associ-
ated with the Rocky Mountain Stamp Show in Denver, Colo-
rado. He recently informed us that he has included both the 
Rocky Mountain Philatelic Library and the American Phila-
telic Research Library in his estate plans. I also would like 
to thank American Topical Association Executive Director 
Vera Felts and new APS Board member Kristin Patterson, 

who have agreed to store and transport APS books and other 
materials to shows they attend to save us costs.

Membership Dues
Our 2012 membership reminders were mailed October 

27. We understand that for many members these are chal-
lenging economic times and we have worked hard to make 
2012 the fourth consecutive year without a dues increase. 
APS annual dues are less than most people pay for a sin-
gle month’s cable television, cell phone, or internet access. 
Please help us reduce the need to send reminders and save 
money by paying your 2012 dues now.

If you are able, we also hope that you recognize the 125 
years of the American Philatelic Society’s service to stamp 
collectors with an end-of-year birthday gift. You can become 
a 2012  Sustaining Member for a gift of $30 or a 2012 Con-
tributing Member for a gift of $80.  Of course, gifts of any 
size are appreciated and may be designated for a specific 
purpose.

*****
Our best wishes to you, your family and friends for a 

happy, healthy holiday season and a prosperous new year.




