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Together We Can
Accomplish More

As President Saadi mentions in his column in this issue, stamp 
collecting got a tremendous boost when APS member Bill Gross 
pledged $8 million to the Smithsonian National Postal Museum in 

October. His gift , combined with many others, will allow the NPM to expand 
to the fi rst fl oor of the former Main Washington, DC Post Offi  ce, off ering a 
street level gallery directly across from DC’s busy Union Station.

Stamp Collecting should be proud that the NPM is the only hobby-related 
Smithsonian museum. Early in his tenure, NPM Director Alan Kane took heat 
from stamp collectors who criticized the museum for its lack of attention to 
philatelists. Collectors complained that few stamps were on display and that 
the museum was oriented more toward the general public.

Alan and others have worked long and hard over several years to reach this point. Th e new gallery will 
allow for more stamps to be displayed. Th e general public will remain the focus audience but the input of 
stamp collectors is defi nitely being sought. I was privileged to be one of four guests invited to the NPM’s 
Council of Philatelists October meetings, during which preliminary input was sought. Other invited guests 
included representatives from the American Topical Association, the American Stamp Dealers Association, 
and the United States Stamp Society. Additional groups will be asked to participate in the future.

Alan, philatelic curator Cheryl Ganz, assistant curator Dan Piazza, and Blount Research Chair Tom 
Lera, are great believers that more can be accomplished together than separately. And they put this belief 
into action. Th e NPM regularly provides an exhibit for our APS StampShow and are partners with the 
APS in the annual Postal History Symposium. And how many other hobby organizations are referenced in 
Smithsonian exhibits?

Th e competitiveness of philately helps generate new ideas and approaches, but we need to celebrate 
each other’s successes. We should all hope for the circulation of Linn’s Stamp News, Scott Stamp Monthly
and Mekeel’s to grow. A successful Postage Stamp Mega Event in New York city exposes more people to the 
hobby. And successful local chapters, national affi  liates, and shows of all sizes all contribute greatly to the 
hobby.

Simply put, the APS has a stake in the success of others in the hobby. And pooling resources allows 
for more to be accomplished. For example, because of budgetary cutbacks we can no longer aff ord to send 
a staff  member to every national show. However, American Topical Association Executive Director Vera 
Felts stepped forward and off ered to staff  a table jointly for the ATA and APS at Chicagopex.

Th ank also to Westpex, the San Francisco-based World Series of Philately event scheduled for April 
23–25, 2010, for scheduling a Tiff any Fund-raising dinner to support the APS at its show. Board member 
Nick Lombardi, whose Summer Seminar presentation on the Postal Inspection Service earned him an 
invitation to speak at the National Postal Museum, will be the featured speaker. Reservation information is 
available from judyjarvis@westpex.com.

Several months ago, Rich Drews gathered together a wide variety of resources for show committees. 
Th is wonderful resource with nearly 100 diff erent fi les is available on our website. A separate but related 
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The Greater Toronto Area Philatelic Alliance made its third trip 
to visit the American Philatelic Center. In addition to spending 
time in the Library, Sales Division, and Donation Sales, attending 
several seminars, and visiting with the staff, they took a side trip to 
Gettysburg. A great time was had by all. See you next year!

Fantastic exhibits and a bourse catering to the 
classics collector were highlights at the U.S. 
Classics 2009.

Many attendees spent time browsing through 
the APS Sales Circuits.

Larry Lyons presented his paper titled “The 
Rise and Fall of the Government Carrier 
Service in New York, August 16, 1842 to 

November 28, 1846” at the 4th Annual
 Postal History Symposium.
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resource also available on the web is the latest edition 
of our Manual of Philatelic Judging produced by the 
hard-working Committee for Accreditation of National 
Exhibitions and Judges. Th e electronic version allows for 
easy updating — it has  already been modifi ed several 
times — and saves the up-front cost of a large print run. 
Because we are aware that some members do not have 
Internet access, we will print and mail a copy of the latest 
version ($10 plus postage) on request.

Our monthly e-mail bulletin is another good way 
to share. In addition to the downloadable album pages, 
most issues include a tip of the month, and recently we 
have been providing links to some suggested websites. If 
you have a recruiting idea that has worked well for your 
organization or perhaps an idea for a club program, please 
share it. We’ll try to include it on our website and mention 
it in the e-mail bulletin.

Another method the APS uses to help clubs and 
shows is providing stamps for youth activities. Th e 
stamps may be used for a youth area at shows, an open 
house, a presentation to scouts or a school class, or any 
other attempt to promote the hobby. It is only because of 
you, our generous members who donate duplicates and 
unwanted material, that we are able to do this.

National Stamp Collecting 
Month Invigorating

I enjoyed visiting with many members in October. I 
actually got started a day early by visiting the Sacramento 
Philatelic Society on the last day of September. More than 
forty of their 250 members were present for their weekly 
meeting and one more joined the APS. Earlier the same 
day I had the pleasure of meeting with former board 
member Ralph Walther and the following day enjoyed 
a visit with Gladys Clary, widow of Joe Clary, another 
former board member. Th e following day I enjoyed a brief 
visit to Winepex, a fi ne local show in the San Francisco 
area. Many thanks to Steve and Cathy Schumann who 
provided transportation and lodging to help make my 
visit to the San Francisco area possible.

I arrived back in Bellefonte a few hours before the APS 
National Stamp Collecting month open house. Although 
the number of members present was small, we had a 

nice turnout from the community and I kept busy giving 
tours, reviewing collections, and giving a presentation. 
Th e following week it was off  to New York to staff  a booth 
at the Postage Stamp Mega Event. It was my fi rst visit to 
their new venue at the New Yorker hotel and we look 
forward to working with the American Stamp Dealers 
Association and their new President Jim Lee to provide 
for competitive exhibits at the spring show.

Skip a week and we were pleased to host the Greater 
Toronto Area Philatelic Alliance for the third time in 
four years. Th ey arrived with a busload on Wednesday 
aft ernoon and used our Library, visited Circuit Sales, 
and kept busy until they departed to return to Toronto 
Saturday aft ernoon. Unfortunately, I was not present 
for their entire visit, as I had to disappear for the NPM 
Council of Philatelists meetings previously mentioned.

I could not think of a better way to bring National 
Stamp Collecting Month to an end than with the Classics 
2009 show and the 4th Annual Postal History Symposium. 
Approximately 300 attendees viewed one of the fi nest 
displays of U.S. Classic material ever. Despite competition 
from the bourse and exhibits, as many as 130 attended 
the Postal History Symposium paper  presentations. And 
we had approximately 100 attendees at both the Friday 
and Saturday evening banquets, actually having to turn 
people away as no more could be accommodated in the 
room. At the second dinner more than $8,000 was raised 
by a charity auction. Th anks to the Classics Society, the 
National Postal Museum, Th e Carriers and Locals Society, 
the 1869 Group, the Postal History Society, the exhibitors, 
the dealers; and the fi rms and individuals who donated 
the items sold at the auction.

As the year comes to a close, the staff  thanks you for 
your APS membership and extends our best wishes for the 
holiday season. We hope your stamp collection provides 
an escape from the busy season and we look forward to 
serving you in 2010. We also hope to see many of you 
at our winter show, AmeriStamp Expo in Riverside, 
California from February 19–21. It will be another 
example of cooperation with the American Association of 
Philatelic Exhibitors and many other groups to provide a 
wonderful event for the hobby.




