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A Time 
for Thanks

I hope you had a wonderful National Stamp Collecting Month in October. Now 
would be a great time to thank some of the many individuals who serve the hobby 
as volunteers. Past APS president Nick Carter showed his appreciation for the many 

unsung heroes of the hobby by establishing awards for volunteers who have provided five 
or more years of service to the hobby. First given in 2008, the awards are offered in four 
categories: National Promotion/Service (up to five awardees), Local Promotion/Service 
(up to ten awardees), Outstanding Young Adult (ages 25–40, and Outstanding Youth 
(under age 25, three years service minimum). Call, e-mail or visit our website (stamps.
org/volunteer-recognition-awards) for the nomination form.

Dues Notice Information
The 2015 dues notices are scheduled to be sent a few days after this issue is placed in 

the mail. For the eighth year in a row there will be no dues increase for 2015. Please note 
that you will receive this mailing even if you are a life member or your dues are prepaid 
for 2015 you will receive this mailing. It is the least expensive way we can send every 
member our latest publication brochure and list of 2015 educational offerings. The Publications bro-
chure now includes about fifteen American Air Mail Society books, four APS digital publications, and 
recent years of The American Philatelist and Philatelic Literature Review on CDs.

This year, for the first time, we have included a Learning Opportunities brochure. In addition to our 
week-long Summer Seminar, during 2015 we will offer four two-day “On the Road Courses,” six Inter-
net-based StampCampus courses, and ten “Collecting Connections” Internet-based courses for which 
individuals may choose specific sessions for as little as $20 each. We also will continue to offer free, live 
Internet tutorials on the APS and APRL about how to use our services.

As in past years, the dues notice includes the opportunity to subscribe or renew to the Library’s quar-
terly Philatelic Literature Review. You also can use the opportunity to provide extra financial support to 
the APS as a sustaining or contributing member or with a designated donation.

We encourage prompt renewals to save us the cost of mailing reminders. You can pay online on our 
website by credit card or from funds in your APS account, mail back your renewal, or pay by a phone call to 
814-933-3803. If calling, please note that our offices will be closed on the Thursday and Friday of Thanks-
giving and the Thursday and Friday of Christmas week. Also, please note that since last year we have begun 
accepting payment by Discover, in addition to MasterCard and Visa.

Membership Growth
We appreciate the efforts by many of you that have resulted in increased 

membership applications for five consecutive months. Combined with a 91.0% 
retention rate, which is the highest in more than ten years, our 12-month paid 
member loss has dropped to under 500, the lowest in about twenty years!

An important step in reversing the trend and growing the membership in 
2015 is an excellent response to the dues mailing. Our members are very loy-
al and we hope to reward you with additional benefits. Not all of our regular 
services and benefits are used by everyone, but we hope that small additions 
— such as being able to offer Air Mail Society publications at slight discounts 
from retail, increasing the audience for members selling stamps through 



1052  AMERICAN PHILATELIST / November 2014 

Regular APS Membership $45.00
Junior Membership (J pre� x) $45.00
Youth Membership (Y pre� x) $22.50
Spouse Membership (S pre� x) $22.50
Canadian Regular & Junior Membership* $55.00
Foreign Regular & Junior Membership* $65.00

*Canadian & Foreign Membership is $45.00
with the online American Philatelist only.

It’s Time
To Pay

Your 2015
APS Dues

Don’t miss out
on YOUR favorite

APS Services! 

Watch the mail for your 2015 APS membership renewal notice.
If you do not receive your notice by November 30,

please contact us at: 814-933-3803 or requests@stamps.org

The holiday season is rapidly approaching. When you 
are planning your travels, please note that the American 
Philatelic Center will be closed:

• Thursday, November 27 & Friday, November 28
• Thursday, December 25 & Friday December 26
• Thursday, January 1

The APS and APRL will maintain their usual hours, 
8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. EST, on the remaining days of those 
weeks.

The American Philatelic Center staff wishes all APS 
members and their families the happiest of holiday sea-
sons.

APS & 
APRL 
Holiday 
Schedule

StampStore, an accessible online database of past expertizing 
certificates, and a planned AmeriStamp Expo coupon book 
exclusively for APS members — will make you even more 
likely to continue your membership.

Calling All Photographers!
In 1934, during the era of the New Deal, the Section of 

Painting and Sculpture of the Treasury Department estab-
lished a “48 States” art competition to commission artists to 
create public art in post offices. The Council of Philatelists at 
the National Postal Museum is seeking help in photograph-
ing murals in local post offices and writing up information on 
them. These photographs and text will be combined to make a 
presentation that will become part of the NPM website.

Color photos must be at least 300 dpi and be in either a 
TIFF or Large JPEG format. Anything less than 300 dpi will 
be rejected. There should be at least one photo of the mural 
and one photo of the Post Office (street view). We also need 
the physical address of the location of the mural so we can 
add it to our Google map.

Photographers and the dates the pictures are taken will 
be identified. Additionally, if your photographs are accept-
ed, the Smithsonian National Postal Museum will require a 
copyright release that will be sent to you after acceptance of 
the photos. Photos should be sent to lizhisey@comcast.net.  
The same e-mail address should be used for any questions.

Package Mailing
A reminder that all packages 13 ounces or more sent by 

the United States Postal service for which stamps are used 
for payment must receive the USPS green AVSEC (Aviation 
Security) marking or a USPS PVI label with zeroes (0.00) 
on it to prove it was passed over the USPS counter and not 
mailed in a blue drop box. If you print out your own post-
age at home, you are okay, because the postage can be traced 
back to you through your payment record. Otherwise, any 
packages mailed without these markings may be returned to 
the sender by the USPS with a sticker affixed on it that has 
an airplane with a slash through it. Since 2001, the American 
Philatelic Center has been stamping our outgoing packages 
with the Aviation Security marking. To prevent any delay in 
the arrival of your packages we remind you to follow these 
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More than 40 years experience

Full retail section at
www.csadealer.com

Life Member: APS • APRL • CSA • USPCS
Member: ASDA • CCNY • RPSL

Patricia A. Kaufmann

Confederate Stamps
& Postal History

10194 N. Old State Road • Lincoln, DE 19960
Call: 302-422-2656 • Fax: 302-424-1990

trishkauf@comcast.net

guidelines.  Additional information can be found on the 
USPS website at www.usps.com/business/web-tools-apis/
domestic-mail-service-standards-api.pdf

Aerophilately 2014
As President Steve Reinhard also reports in his column, 

Aerophilately 2014 was a success. Collectors traveled from 
around the world to attend, including New Zealand, Austra-
lia, Colombia, Romania, Switzerland, Ireland, and the Unit-
ed Kingdom. We were delighted that many of the attendees 
were first-time visitors to the American Philatelic Center 
and that many hope to return. One of the visitors from Aus-
tralia first visited in June and a second visitor from Australia 
for whom this was his first visit plans to make a second visit 
when he comes to the ASDA New York show in late October.

Thanks to the American Air Mail Society for having their 
event at the APC. In recent years, events have been held by the 
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, the United States Stamp Soci-
ety, and the Women Exhibitors. We would welcome hearing 
from other APS affiliates interested in having an event here.

500 Teachers Need Stamps
Finally, a good problem. Despite receiving more than 

1,500 gifts of stamps already this year, with nearly 500 teach-
ers now enrolled in our “Stamps Teach Plus” program for 

grades three to five, we are running out of stamps to pro-
vide them. Stamps Teach Plus provides teachers with lesson 
plans, posters, activity cards, and postage stamps! Students 
also may receive a free one-year membership in the APS 
Young Stamp Collectors of America club. (Lesson plans only 
are also available for teachers of other grades.)

Off paper stamps are preferred as more can fit in a flat-
rate priority box, but on paper stamps are welcomed. An 
assortment of different stamps is preferred to bulk gifts of 
single stamps, which require more labor in order to ensure 
that every teacher receives a variety. Any excess stamps you 
have and are willing to donate can be sent to us at American 
Philatelic Society, Stamps Teach, 100 Match Factory Place, 
Bellefonte, PA 16823. Please be certain to include your name 
and address on the outside of the box and in an enclosed 
note so that we can provide you written acknowledgment, 
which may be used for tax purposes. Donations for U.S. tax-
payers are normally deductible if you itemize. Gifts that we 
estimate to be valued between $5 and $25 will receive a post-
card acknowledgment and gifts with an estimated value of 
over $25 will receive a written letter. Please note that the IRS 
prohibits the recipient of the donation from determining the 
value and to claim over $5,000 requires a qualified appraisal 
which is the responsibility of the donor.

Thanks in advance for any help you can provide!


