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Congratulations to the National Postal Museum on the opening of the Gross 
Gallery. Thanks to seven years of work led by Director Alan Kane and lead 
curators Cheryl Ganz and Daniel Piazza, the world’s largest gallery dedicated 

to philately is now open in the heart of Washington, DC. Hopefully, the glowing wall 
of windows featuring reproductions of fifty-four U.S. stamps will catch the attention of 
passerbys and lure in crowds to learn more about stamps and stamp collecting.

*****
We’re always pleased to learn of efforts by APS members to promote stamp collecting. 

Former board member Steven Rod received permission to “take over” the South Orange 
New Jersey Public Library for the month of October. According to Steven, “I have been 
given the entire Library Building literally; everywhere you turn, including the wall and 
landing between 1st and 2nd floor!” In the space they have created eight exhibits, includ-
ing “Celebrities/Trains/States on Stamps”; “A–Z: Around the World in Stamps”; “Stamps 
for Art’s Sake”; “Great Books and Authors on Stamps”; “New Jersey Sends Mail”; and 
“Portraits in Miniature: The History of the U.S. as Told Through Stamps.”

Following the grand opening, at which all guests received a packet of fifty different 
U.S. postage stamps, five tours of the exhibits will be offered during the month, in addi-
tion to special philatelic programs on “Sports and Stamps,” “Weird and Amazing,” and 
“Ghosts and Goblins.”

On the opposite coast, APS 
Entry Level Collector Com-
mittee Chair Don Schilling 
celebrated National Stamp Col-
lecting Month by helping with 
an open house at the LA County 
Library sponsored by the Glen-
dale/La Crescenta Stamp Club. 
The program included a pre-
sentation titled “Learn More 
About Stamp Collecting — Your 
Passport to the World.” At the 
open house they also offered 
to arrange to come to anyone’s 
school, service club, scout unit, 
etc., and give a presentation on 
stamps and stamp collecting.

Thanks also to Joe Picard 
who offered a free one-year 
membership in the American 
Philatelic Society on the Bidstart 
contest page to celebrate Na-
tional Stamp Collecting Month. 

Celebrations for National 
Stamp Collecting Month

Windows into America, featuring reproductions of fifty-four U.s. stamps, invites the passersby to 
come inside the smithsonian national Postal museum.
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William H. Gross Stamp Gallery 
Grand Opening Weekend

correspondence salon for Families was busy with people making special 
hand-made cards.

visitors of all ages enjoyed the stamp activities.

A view of the activities from the Byrne 
education loft.

collectors waiting for the First Day ceremony.

interactive exhibits are extremely popular.



November 2013 / AmericAn PhilAtelist  1049

Quality
Stamps

PO Box 1905-A
Venice, FL 34284-1905

Ph: 941-376-5689
Fax: 941-493-1490

qualitystamps@verizon.net
BuyingQualityStamps.com

Contact us to set up
an appointment
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BUYING in FLORIDA: November & December. 
We’ll come to YOU to BUY your collection!

We Buy It ALL!
From big messy rooms full
to specialized collections
worth $5,000–$250,000.

Con� dential
Immediate Payment 

Over 30 years
professional experience

Joe has been a long-time supporter of 
the APS and helped the Society estab-
lish its first presence on the web nearly 
twenty years ago.

A special thank you to Ron Rob-
inson, a 35-year APS member and 
former chair of the Citizens Stamp Ad-
visory Committee. Ron heads one of 
the largest advertising agencies in the 
South and is using his wonderful contacts to help us to make 
our February 14–16 AmeriStamp Expo show in Little Rock, 
Arkansas special.

Congratulations also to the Knoxville, Tennessee Phila-
telic Society. We need to get more details on their secrets of 
success but understand that they have signed up fifteen new 
chapter members over the first nine months of 2013!

We are always pleased to learn about efforts of our mem-
bers to promote and support the hobby, but I am sure there 
are many other instances that don’t reach me. One way to 
get deserving individuals recognition for their efforts is to 
nominate them for an APS award. Award nominations may 
be submitted at any time but mid-December is the cut off for 
consideration for 2014 candidates for the Nicholas Carter 
Volunteer Awards. Nominating forms are available on our 

website, or give us a call and we will be 
happy to send you the information.

*****
A long-time APS volunteer has 

decided it is time to step down. After 
sixteen years of chairing our Affiliates 
Committee, Jim McDevitt has asked 
to be replaced. During that period Jim 

traveled, at his own expense, to almost every APS summer 
and winter show to staff the Chapter/Affiliates/Beginner 
booth. For a number of years he helped with an affiliate col-
umn in The American Philatelist, which has now evolved into 
the Affiliate of the Month feature in our e-newsletter. Jim has 
been a driving force in a number of chapters and affiliates 
including the Errors, Freaks and Oddities Collectors Club 
and Chess on Stamps. He also actively exhibited, embracing 
illustrated mail exhibits and receiving several “Most Popu-
lar Exhibit” awards. Thank you, Jim, for your many years of 
service!

*****
I’m happy to report that the State College/University Park 

airport (SCE) is adding direct fights to Chicago in January. 
The airport is about five miles from us, a ten-minute drive.
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*****
Membership renewal notices should go in the mail about 

the same time as this magazine. You probably will receive 
the magazine first as nonprofit mail tends to take longer 
than periodical mail, but we expect that the majority of 
members will receive their notices between the last week of 
October and the second week of November. Even if you are 
a life member or have prepaid your 2014 dues you’ll receive 
one mailing indicating your status, and providing you with 
a publication list and updated info. Please verify and report 

any changed contact information such as e-mail addresses.
If dues are owed for 2014, payment by December 31 will 

save the Society the cost of follow-up mailings.  If for any 
reason you do not plan to renew, we would also appreciate 
you letting us know, so that we can save the cost of additional 
mailing and gain insights into anything we should be doing 
differently.

*****

Gift Purchases: APS has a variety of gifts for collec-
tors — specialty items, books, supplies, memberships, and 
more (www.stamps.org/Specialty-Shops). Don’t know what 
to buy? Give an APS gift card to that special collector. Gift 
cards are available online at www.stamps.org/Gift-Cards or 
by calling 814-933-3803. We also are happy to help mem-
bers who wish to purchase a gift membership for another 
collector. Please note, ordering books early will allow you 
to save on shipping charges by choosing media mail rather 
than priority mail. 

*****

With the holiday season rapidly approaching, we would 
like to extend our best wishes to you and your family.


