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I am delighted to report two examples of outreach that occurred during National Stamp 
Collecting Month in October. For ten months, beginning October 19, the Chester 
County Pennsylvania Historical Society is presenting “On the Edge of Battle: Chester 

County and the Civil War.” The 2,000-square-foot exhibit tells stories of the war through 
the voices of people who experienced it, both on the battlefield and on the homefront. 
Letters, diaries, photographs, and uniforms are among the items used to make those lives 
real. A large number of APS member Bill Shultz’s Civil War Patriotic Covers will be on 
display for the first ninety days of the rotating exhibition.

At the beginning of October, in Omaha, Nebraska, APS Board member Edgar Hicks 
made sure philatelic resources were among those made available to area teachers for the 
Durham Museum’s Ninth Annual Teacher Night. Since neither of these events directly 
targeted stamp collectors, the outreach efforts are exposing our hobby to many individu-
als who may have never even heard of philately. Thank you Bill 
and Edgar!

*****

While our Young Philatelic Leaders program has brought 
forward a number of outstanding youth with the potential to be 
hobby leaders in the future, the youth scholarships we offer for 
our annual summer seminar have not received the same atten-
tion in recent years. Owen Chun, who received a scholarship 
for this year’s event, however, is doing his best to remind us that 
members should not overlook the program.

Owen’s dad, Rene, recently wrote us to let us know that, fol-
lowing Summer Seminar, Owen’s philatelic education continued 
with a mini-internship at the Siegel auction house in Manhattan. 
According to Rene, “the owner was so impressed with Owen’s 
philatelic knowledge (he started out organizing their library 
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The holiday season is rapidly approaching. When you are planning your 
travels, please note that the American Philatelic Center will be closed Thurs-
day, November 22 and Friday, November 23. The APC also will be closed 
on Monday, December 24, Tuesday, December 25, and Tuesday, January 1.

The APS and APRL will maintain their usual hours, 8 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
EST, on the remaining days of those weeks. The American Philatelic Cen-
ter staff wishes all APS members and their families the happiest of holiday 
seasons.

APS & APRL 
Holiday Schedule
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stacks and ended up discovering some hidden gems in the 
expertizing department that several employees missed) that 
he set up a mentorship with an appraisal expert and invited 
Owen back next summer.”

For further information and to apply for Summer Semi-
nar 2013, please contact Gretchen Moody at gretchen@
stamps.org or at 814-933-3803, ext. 239.

*****

Building the hobby requires appealing to many different 
groups in many different ways and takes the efforts of many. 
In September I had the pleasure of visiting the Brandywine 
Valley Stamp Club in Delaware. Similar to a number of oth-
er chapters, they meet in their local public library, a wonder-
ful location to attract potential collectors. And in the same 
vein as the free downloadable album pages offer by the APS, 
the BVSC website includes a brief history of Delaware as re-
flected on stamps.

Later in September I was privileged to attend the Indy-
pex Stamp Show in Indianapolis. While it is not the largest 
stamp show, there are few events more welcoming to new 
collectors. One of the officers and show committee members 
claims not to even be a stamp collector but says she works as 
hard as any of the show committee because she enjoys be-
ing around the members of the club. This year APS affiliate 
Sports Philatelists International (SPI) celebrated its 50th 

anniversary at the show. It is clear that they, too, enjoy one 
another’s company as not one person appeared to have had 
left their table a full half hour after the Awards Banquet had 
concluded. The American Topical Association was also well 
represented at the show by two volunteers who were happy 
to share the virtues of thematic collecting. Sometimes a little 
enthusiasm and a friendly smile make a world of difference. 
After all, stamp collecting is supposed to be a hobby, and a 
hobby should be enjoyable.

In my September column I mentioned that Past Presi-
dent Janet Klug had suggested APS members try summariz-
ing the APS experience or stamp collecting in six words. Ja-
net wrote: “Stamp collecting is really friend collecting.” Two 
members have responded with their own offerings. William 
Cochran: “Like flattery, philately gets you everywhere.” Bar-
bara Anderson offers: “Stamp Collecting is excellent grief 
therapy.” Both true.

*****

One project of the APS Membership Committee has 
been to encourage APS chapters and affiliates to include ref-
erences and a link to the APS on their websites. It has come 
to our attention that we do not have the URL for many chap-
ter and affiliate websites.  If your site is not listed on the APS 
website, please let us know!

*****

I was pleased to read the following in the September 
newsletter of the Lincoln [Nebraska] Stamp Club: “Each 
month, the club receives a complementary issue of The 
American Philatelist, the journal of the American Philatelic 
Society. If you are not a member of APS, ask at a club meet-
ing to borrow the copy to find out how membership could 
enrich your enjoyment of the hobby.”

We appreciate the efforts of the chapters and affiliates to 
promote the APS, and our own goal is to try to help chap-
ters and affiliates grow and be more successful. In addition 
to the ongoing efforts of the APS staff, two of our twenty 
committees were created specifically to help chapters and 
affiliates. One of these, the Chapter Activities Commit-

tee, recently completely redid its webpages. Be sure to check 
them out at www.stamps.org/CAC.  In addition to the direc-
tories of Chapters and Affiliates posted on the APS website, 
we also allow each chapter and affiliate to name and have 
posted on the APS website an annual “Article of Distinction.” 
See www.stamps.org/articles-of-distinction for more infor-
mation.

*****

We have made another significant website change in or-
der to help members find items on StampStore. The Scott 
Catalogue numbering system is not always consistent in its 
listing order.  For example, Indonesia catalogue numbers 

Pursuant to Article 3, Section 3.4 of the Bylaws, I 
hereby issue this official call for the 52nd Winter Meet-
ing of the American Philatelic Society for transactions 
of such business as may be legally brought before it. The 
convention will assemble at the Kentucky International 
Convention Center, 221 South Fourth Street, Louisville, 
Kentucky 40202, from January 18–20, 2013.

All meetings of the American Philatelic Society will 
be held at the Exhibition Hall. Proposed resolutions shall 
be submitted to APS National Headquarters at least thir-
ty days prior to the general membership meeting, which 
will be held in the Exhibition Hall at 9 a.m. on Saturday, 
January 19.

Wade E. Saadi
President, American Philatelic Society

Call for 2013 Winter Meeting

See You at 
the Show!
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beginning with 1L and 2L appear before Indonesia Scott 1, 
while Falkland Islands numbers starting with 1L or 2L are 
listed at the end of the listings. To help members find these 
listings we have added separate “countries” in the search 
form drop down for any areas that have a number letter 
prefix. Thus, if you wish to find the Portuguese 4S stamps 
choose Portugal/National Aid Society in the country drop 
down. Similarly, for Hungary 9N listings you would choose 
Hungary/Serbian Occupation/Temesvar. With more than 
250,000 items available at www.stampstore.org, you should 
be able to find a few stamps from nearly every area. If you 
have trouble, please contact a member of the StampStore 
staff or myself.

*****

Finally, within a week or two of receiving this issue 
you should be receiving your 2013 dues notice. We send 
one notice to every member, even if you are a life member 
or have paid your dues in advance. This year’s dues notice 

should stand out for the stamped cacheted envelope used. 
Prompt response to the notice prevents the need for our 
sending reminders. Although we strive for 100% renewals, 
we appreciate notification and your reason for leaving the 
APS if you do not plan on renewing.

For the first time, this year’s dues notice includes digital 
publications on the list of available APS books. However, we 
could not figure out how to include our own long list of edu-
cational DVDs and keep the dues mailing under one ounce. 
And as has been the case for many years, Postal Service regu-
lations regarding nonprofit mail prohibit us from listing spe-
cialty items such as supplies, ties, and souvenirs. For more 
information on all these items, visit our website or contact 
us for a listing. We also would be very happy to work with 
anyone who wishes to purchase a gift membership or whose 
family wishes to purchase items as gifts for them.

Thank you for being a member of the APS and for every-
thing you do for the Society and hobby!

Learn More, Do More, Enjoy More 
with America’s Stamp Club!




