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the pulse

ken 
martin

Education Services  
at the APS
In the last issue I shared highlights from the first half of my report to the 

Board at its August meeting in Columbus, Ohio at APS StampShow. That 
column covered many of the APS  departments and services created from the 

1880s until the 1970s. While those programs have improved over the years, many 
new programs have been added in the last thirty-five years as well.

Our Education Department is probably best known for the annual Summer 
Seminar on philately, which began in 1980. The week-long event (now held at 
the American Philatelic Center) has evolved over the years; the latest change 
has been the option to take both two- and four-day courses. Introduced in 2010 
and expanded this year, the shorter courses help individuals who may not be 
able to commit to an entire week away from home and work, or who would 
like to sample the Seminar before making a week-long commitment. The success 
of the Summer Seminar is clearly demonstrated by the frequency with which 
alumni come back in subsequent years. In most years as many as 80 percent of 
the students have attended a previous Summer Seminar. While we enjoy getting 
to know these students better each time they return, we were delighted to attract 
about ten more newcomers to this year’s event than we had in 2010.

In the early 1980s the Education Department also was known for the non-
credit correspondence courses offered through Penn State University’s Depart-
ment of Continuing Education. For a short period of time one of these stamp 
collecting courses was the most popular of all the non-credit continuing edu-
cation courses offered by Penn State! Although participation has been modest, 
APS has developed Internet-based courses that offer 
a contemporary alternative to our earlier correspon-
dence courses.

In the early 1990s we tried offering occasional two-
day courses at locations other than our headquarters 
but struggled to get sufficient attendance. Over the last 
few years we have again tried offering what we call our 
“On the Road” courses, which are typically held the 
two days prior to a national World Series of Philately 
show. While some of the offerings have still struggled 
for sufficient participation, we are delighted to report 
that the number of attendees overall has grown suf-
ficiently to expand our offerings.

For many years the APS has made slide programs 
available for use by our chapters (local clubs) around 
the country. While the programs are still popular, slide 
projectors are increasingly being replaced by presen-
tations shown via computer and digital projectors. 
With the help of volunteers we have begun conversion Wayne Youngblood assists students in his stamp technology class during 

the summer seminar.
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of select programs to DVD with the goal of converting about 
fifteen of our older programs to disk each year. However, as 
many chapters don’t have access to the necessary computer 
equipment, the slide programs will continue to be available. 
All new programs will be available only in the DVD format.

Another significant task for our Education department, 
in conjunction with the Editorial Department, is our free 
downloadable album pages. The first pages for the stamps of 
North Carolina were released in December 2007 to promote 
our winter 2008 show in Charlotte, North Carolina. Since 
mid-2008 a new set of album pages has been released nearly 
every month. While most of these “mini-albums” have been 
state or thematic related, the most frequently downloaded 
albums been our annual pages for the past year’s U.S. issues. 
All forty-plus sets of album pages are available on our web-
site for free download and printing.

Youth programs also fall under our Education Depart-
ment. I think I was the first employee to have the Youth Co-
ordinator title (on a part-time basis) in February 1996. At 
that time our primary focus was supporting youth areas and 
leaders around the country with materials and stamps. We 
still do this but have subsequently added three, more formal, 
programs: the YSCA (Young Stamp Collectors of America), 
the All*Star Stamp Club program, and most recently the 
Young Philatelic Leader Fellowships. The YSCA is an Inter-
net-based program for individual youth and provides a news-
letter made available on our website and monthly online chat 
sessions. The All*Star Stamp Club program provides leaders 
of school-based stamp clubs with resources to help them.

The newest of the programs, the Young Philatelic Leader 
Fellowships, concluded its second year and began its third 
year at our Columbus show. The concept of Alex Haimann, 
the program, funded completely through donations, identi-
fies young collectors with great potential and provides them 
opportunities to help them develop, with the goal of becom-
ing our philatelic leaders of tomorrow. This year’s class has 
increased from three to five collectors who are given the 
opportunity to participate in the APS winter and summer 
shows, visit the Smithsonian National Postal Museum, and 
select one of the three study tracks (dealer, writer, or exhibi-
tor) to complete a project with the assistance of a mentor.

Another relatively new project for the Education Depart-
ment is the development of  lesson plans for teachers to use 
in schools. Nearly 100 different lessons encompassing differ-
ent subjects and different grade levels are now available. We 
also are working with the National Postal Museum Council 
of Philatelists on a pilot project to test and refine these lesson 
plans in school classrooms.

******
Solicitation of financial gifts began in the 1970s and ac-

celerated with the purchase of each of our three headquar-
ters buildings. However, APS and APRL never had a formal 
Fund-raising or Development office or employee until 1994. 
Despite the current economic environment our membership 
has been very generous. From July 1, 2010 through June 30, 
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2011 cash gifts to the APS and APRL totaled $710,900.55, 
which includes $45,460.50 from four estates. It does not in-
clude approximately $100,000 additional that was realized 
from the sale/use of in-kind gifts.

A few highlights of the past year include:

• The Society received its largest cash gift ever 
(excluding estates and one multi year pledge): 
$100,000 from Ling Gut Hu in memory of her 
husband Ling-Wen Hu.

• Dan Walker announced that he had made the APS/
APRL the beneficiary of a $1 million insurance 
policy.

• The Mighty Buck Club was created to encourage new 
donors to contribute a dollar a month, or $12 a year. 
Mailed in a first day cover posted from Charleston, 
South Carolina, the initial solicitation has raised 
about $34,000 ($20,000 net after expenses) from 
approximately 1,700 donors. A little over a quarter 
of the donors had never previously given to the 
Society or Library.

• A $5,000 grant was received from the Central 
Pennsylvania Convention and Visitors Bureau to 
support this year’s Postal History Symposium/
United States Stamp Society show.

• The number of APS Sustaining Members increased 
from 927 to 1,029 and APS Contributing Members 
from 228 to 329.

• The number of monthly givers increased from 
approximately 15 to 35.

• Contributions to the Young Philatelic Leaders 
Fellowship allowed for an increase in the number of 
Fellows accepted from three to five for the 2011–
2012 year.

• A brochure was developed for auctioneers to 
encourage their consignors to donate a portion of 
their proceeds to the APS.

Unless designated otherwise, donations are not used for 
operating income. While donor’s wishes are always honored, 
our current focus is on reducing our debt, technological ap-
plications, and completion of the American Philatelic Cen-
ter library space.

******
We hired our first IT employee in 1995. Not too long af-

ter that the APS and APRL were connected to the world by 
e-mail and through a website. Work is currently progress-
ing on the third iteration of our website, which we expect 
to go live in late October or early November. In addition to 
working on the new website, we continue to develop our 
social media presence through Facebook, LinkedIn, You-
Tube and Twitter. These provide even more immediacy than 
our monthly e-newsletter, which in turn allows us to pro-
vide more recent news than can be included in our monthly 
magazine, The American Philatelist.

Nearly 1,800 people “like” the APS Facebook page, 

P.o. Box 5319, uplyme, Lyme regis DT7 3ZJ, uK
Tel: 011-44-1297-444128 • Fax: 011-44-1297-444129

muscotts@btinternet.com

Pitcairn Islands

MUSCOTT’S

sG 42a

sG 69a

Including the rarest errors known of QEII from this territory.

As you may have read in last month’s AP, we are splitting a 
wonderful collection of QEII varieties and errors from a selection 
of Commonwealth countries. Here are some of the highlights from 
Pitcairn.

If you are a serious QEII collector please do contact us for 
detailed lists of the various countries now available. Much of this 
rare hoard will not last long!

As usual, all stamps are perfect never hinged mint. Our extended 
payment plan, interest free over three monthly payments is available 
on request with order. Personal U.S.$ checks accepted.

1964-65 Defi nitive 8d PALE BLUE OMITTED S.G. 42a. 
See photo. $800.

1965 I.T.U. 1d Blanket MAUVE DOUBLE S.G. 49Ea. $80.
1965 I.T.U. 2/6d Blanket DOUBLE GREEN S.G. 50Ea. $320.
1965 Co-operation Year 1d showing off set impression of 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA on reverse S.G. 51a. $950.
1967 Discovery of Pitcairns ½d Excellent blanket BLACK 

DOUBLE unlisted variety of S.G. 64. Rare. $480.
1967 Discovery of Pitcairns ½d Good SHIFT OF GOLD variety 

of S.G. 64. $400.

1967 Decimal ½c DEEP BROWN OMITTED S.G. 69a. Very rare. 
See photo. $2,100.

1967 Decimal ½c SURCHARGE DOUBLE, ONE ALBINO 
S.G. 69b. $290.

1967 Decimal 10c on 8d Plate No. block of 12 one 10c 
OMITTED S.G. 75a. Superb example of this rarity. $2,600.

1969 Defi nitive 15c Christian’s Cave GOLD OMITTED 
S.G. 102a. $1,300.

1978 25th Anniversary of Coronation $1.20 miniature sheet 
DOUBLE SILVER S.G.MS 189Ea. Rare as very few known. $950.

1985 Queen Mum 35c vertical plate No. strip of 6 fi ne 
PINK SHIFT making girls skirt appear pink instead of 
blue. Variety of S.G. 269. Nice Piece. $240.

1965 I.T.U. 2/6d S.G. 50w. $240.
1968 Handicrafts 20c S.G. 91w. Corner copy. $300.
1980 Handicrafts 20c S.G. 208w. $160.
1980 Handicrafts 40c S.G. 210w. $210.
1987 Trees 40c S.G. 304aw. $160.
1987 Trees $1.80 S.G. 306aw. $250. 
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which has more than 1,000 active monthly users. We also 
have more than 300 members on LinkedIn. Our APS and 
APRL presence on Twitter is newer, but you are welcome to 
follow us at aps_stamps and stamplibrary.

******
Our Reference Collection of genuine and fake stamps 

was established in 1996. A valuable resource for our Ex-
pertizing Service, visitors often enjoy viewing and studying 
those portions of the Reference Collection in their areas of 
interest. Scott Publishing Company has generously provided 
the binders, pages, and mounts for its housing, and we rely 
completely on the generosity of members for the stamps 
and other philatelic material included in the Collection. The 
“snapshots” of the Collection included in each issue of our 
e-newsletter have led to some generous donations to help us 
fill holes.

******
Our newest department is Internet Sales, which was cre-

ated in 2000 to provide an online equivalent of Circuit Sales 
that would allow members to buy and sell stamps from and to 
one another. StampStore is perhaps the most economy sensi-
tive of our services. An individual who commits to receiving 
sales circuits is already committing to pay several dollars to 
forward the circuit and thus is inclined to purchase at least 

some stamps in the Circuit to make the receipt worthwhile. 
However, the instantaneous nature of StampStore purchases 
causes such economic factors as a big drop in the stock mar-
ket or an increase in the price of fuel to have a greater impact 
on purchase decisions.

Thus, in the current tight money climate, StampStore 
is struggling a bit, with sales off 7 percent compared to last 
year for the first seven months of 2011. Before depreciation 
and interoffice expense, the service shows a profit of $3,500 
but when these are included, this becomes a loss of nearly 
$35,000. We have under-promoted StampStore while await-
ing the new website and are hopeful that new features, in-
cluding a stronger search engine, will lead to increased sales 
in the future.

******
No report would be complete without touching on a few 

other areas. Significant cuts to staff has gotten our operating 
budget back in balance, and we have made a concerted effort 
to not cut any services. This has only been possible through 
a great increase in the use of volunteers. Each month during 
the current year volunteers at the American Philatelic Cen-
ter have provided more than 500 hours of service. This does 
not include the important work done on a volunteer basis 
in other locations, including the efforts of Board and com-
mittee members. Special thanks go to Education Director 
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Gretchen Moody who has also taken on volunteer recruit-
ment, coordination, and management.

Another area where we have recently increased focus is 
awards for the many unsung individuals who do so much for 
the hobby. Unfortunately, we have not been overwhelmed 
with nominations.  Nicholas Carter Awards are open to any-
one who has provided service to the hobby for five years or 
more (less for youth) at the local or national level. Nomi-
nations may be submitted by anyone and must be received 
by the APS by December 15 to be considered for the next 
round of nominations. Nominations forms and information 
are available from the APS website or on request by phone or 

mail. Nominations also are welcome for the Charles Peter-
son Philatelic Literature Life Achievement Award, the Kehr 
Award for contributions that help guarantee the future of the 
hobby, and the Luff Awards.

******
Finally, as previously indicated, I am happy to report 

that our finances have significantly improved and that for 
the first six months of 2011 operating income has covered 
all operating expenses plus all depreciation and payment 
of mortgage principal. However, finances will remain very 
challenging until we can stabilize and start growing the 

• We have a new printer, so we have new 
lower prices!

• 12 stamps issued between 1890 and 1967 
are digitally enlarged 785% in true color! 
Each is suitable for framing!

• Calendar opens up to 11"x 17"! 1½" square 
white spaces allow you to write down what 
you are doing each day! Keep it as a family 
heirloom!

• An educational tool for you, your children 
and your grandchildren!

• 50 major and minor holidays and 
observances indicated!

• Shows full moons and a blue moon in 2012!
• Makes great Christmas and birthday gift s 

for family and friends!
• Everyone needs a calendar! Right? 

Make it this one!
• Only 1,812 calendars will be printed! 

Hurry! Order yours now!

Order shipped First Class 
within 3 days of receipt!

50 dates are 
annotated

with events that 
occurred

during the War
of 1812!
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membership. Steven Rod and the Membership Commit-
tee are working hard on ideas but, as I have said in the 
past, success will require the efforts of all the member-
ship.

I hope these edited excerpts from my latest report to 
the Board are helpful. One area I did not adequately cov-
er in my Board report was the work of our many Com-
mittees and I will consider devoting a future column to 
that.

Before I end, I would like to share a brief story on a 
recent gift to the APS. In 1971 Past Vice President Steven 
Rod purchased a full box of 500 of the 1971 White House 
Conference on Youth stamped envelopes. Cleaning up 
his collection and having only used twenty or so of the 
8-cent envelopes in thirty years, he decided to donate the 
remaining stationery to the APS. When he delivered the 
box, volunteer Richard Nakles went through all the en-
velopes and found that on two envelopes the surcharge 
was inverted and placed on the back side of the envelope 
— a previously unknown error.

Both Scott and the United Postal Stationery Society 
have indicated that they will include this error in their 
future catalogues. One of the two errors now resides in 
the APS Reference Collection. The second was sold on 
eBay and brought $1,550. Thanks to Steven for his gift 
and thanks to Richard for his diligence, which resulted 
in finding the errors.

Finally, 2012 dues renewal notices will go in the mail 
about the same time as you receive this issue. Dues re-
main the same again this year and we hope that you 
will continue your membership. The mailing is sent to 
all members, even if you are a life member or have pre-
paid your 2012 dues, because we want everyone to check 
and verify that we have correct contact information. The 
mailing also includes an updated publication list and 
asks that you consider supporting or contributing mem-
bership and an end of year financial gift.

Best wishes for an enjoyable Thanksgiving!

It’s Time To Pay
Your 2012 Dues

Don’t miss out 
on your favorite 

APS Services! 

Renewal notices for 2012 APS memberships have 
been mailed. If you do not receive your notice by 

November 30, please let us know. 
Call 814-933-3803 or e-mail Connie at connie@stamps.org

Regular APS Membership $45.00
Junior Membership (J prefix) $45.00
Youth Membership (Y prefix) $22.50
Spouse Membership (S prefix) $22.50
Canadian Regular & Junior Membership* $55.00
Foreign Regular & Junior Membership* $65.00

*Canadian & Foreign Membership is $45.00 
with online American Philatelist only.

APS Publications Committee

Call for Manuscripts
The APS Publications Committee is soliciting book and 

monograph proposals. If you have a book idea, or a completed 
manuscript, submit your APS Publications Proposal Form to:

Ken Martin 
100 Match Factory Place 

Bellefonte, PA 16823 
kpmartin@stamps.org

Peter Martin 
P.O. Box 463 

Naugatuck, CT 06770 
pmartin2525@yahoo.com

Proposal forms are available by contacting: 
APS Publications Committee • 100 Match Factory Place • Bellefonte, PA 16823

Th e Premier Stamp Show

WESTPEX 2012
April 29–29, 2012

San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel
1800 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA

1 mile south of the San Francisco Airport

Hosting
American Helvetia Philatelic Society

American Society of Polar Philatelists
Military Postal History Society

Universal Ship Cancellation Society
Featuring 

A World Series of Philately (WSP) Show
5000+ Pages of Exhibits in 300+ frames

Society Meetings & Open Seminars
Youth & Beginner Area

Awards Banquet &Souvenirs 

Prospectus & Entry Forms Available
from Ross Towle

400 Clayton Street, San Francisco, CA 94117 or 

www.westpex.org


