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the pulse

ken 
martin

It’s Dues Time
Please watch your mail for your 2011 dues renewal notice. It’s headed your 

way in an envelope franked with a special pictorial permit celebrating the Soci-
ety’s 125th anniversary. Even if you are a life member or have already paid your 
2011 dues, please open the envelope and review the contents.

Your dues statement includes your APS number, the year you joined, and the 
contact information we have for you. Please advise us of any corrections. If your 
e-mail is not listed or is incorrect you won’t receive our monthly e-mail bulletin. 
We will not share your e-mail address and, on request, will not send you the e-
mail bulletin or e-blasts for shows in your area.

Along with your dues statement is an opportunity to purchase a variety of 
books, many offered at discounted prices for APS members. Four are being of-
fered for the first time. You also can subscribe or renew to the Philatelic Literature 
Review, the quarterly publication of the Library.

If for any reason you do not plan to renew, we would appreciate knowing why. 
It is important to us that we do the best we can to meet our members’ needs and 
expectations.

*****
Some of you know that I am actively involved with the American Red Cross. A development consultant 

recently met with our local chapter Board. She observed that individuals have different priorities when it 
comes to deciding how to make financial donations, but that if all of our friends made the Red Cross one 
of their top three priorities, the chapter would be in fine shape.

The same holds true for the American Philatelic Society. Your membership alone shows a commitment 
to our wonderful hobby, but the APS also would be in great shape if we could become one of the top three 
donation priorities for each of our members.

We have worked hard to cut costs and become more efficient, in order to avoid the need for a dues in-
crease. Currently, both the APS and APRL expenses are being covered by dues and service fees. However, 
we want to do more for you and the hobby, and we rely on donations to improve our services. For the sec-
ond year, we are offering supporting and contributing memberships for those who are able to provide extra 
financial support. We know this is an economically challenging time, and gifts of any amount are welcome.

*****
Al and Dottie Kugel are one couple who have clearly made the hobby a top priority. I could write 

pages on how Al, an APS Luff Award winner, and Dottie, an APS Carter Volunteer Award winner, have 
unselfishly given of themselves for the APS and its members. Both were invaluable volunteers at our re-
cent StampShow in Richmond, Virginia and delighted us with a visit to the American Philatelic Center 
following the show. About a week after their visit we received a gift of $5,000 from Al and Dottie.  Thank 
you very much.

Al, who is currently president of the Chicago Philatelic Society, is filling in as chair for this month’s No-
vember 19–21 Chicagopex show, at which I hope to see many APS members. (Show chair Kevin Doyle 
has a health issue and is in our prayers.) Al also has agreed to serve as the Distinguished Philatelist for our 
32nd Annual Summer Seminar at the American Philatelic Center from June 19–24, 2011.

*****
A big thank you also goes to Sescal, the Los Angeles area World Series show.  For the second year 
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in a row they have subsidized the cost of 
our “On the Road” educational seminar 
at their event. These two full-day educa-
tional offerings are designed to appeal 
to collectors who can’t attend our an-
nual week-long Summer Seminar here 
in Pennsylvania. We’re pleased with 
the increased interest and demand that 
has resulted in filled classes for most of 
this year’s short courses. The calendar 
included in your dues notice lists next 
year’s offerings.

*****
While not an official APS “On the 

Road” course, the Women Exhibitors 
(APS Affiliate 260) will sponsor a similar 
offering to be held in conjunction with 
the APS AmeriStamp Expo in Charles-
ton, South Carolina next February. Their 
three-day program will consist of two 
streams, one for Beginners (B) and one 
for Advanced/Intermediate (A/I) collec-
tors.

The seminars will begin on Thursday, 
February 10 with an A/I workshop, “Go-
ing for the Gold,” which includes a pre-
sentation by Tim Bartshe and Liz Hisey 
on the “Art of Being Judged.” This will 
be followed by in-depth discussion and 
evaluation of frames of exhibits that the 
“students” bring with them. 

At the same time the B group will 
have a presentation by Pat Walker on 
“The How-To of Exhibit Construction — 
Basic Building Blocks” with discussion 
among the students on their own ideas 
and thoughts on exhibiting. After lunch 
the B group will attend seminars de-
signed towards increasing their knowl-
edge about competitive exhibition.

Friday and Saturday mornings the 
A/I group will take part in “You Be the 
Judge, I and II.” Part I is a presentation 
by Pat Walker on the “Fundamentals of 
Judging” and then assignment of exhib-
its on the floor. Saturday’s Part II is “De-
liberations and Medal Evaluation,” by 
Pat Walker and David McNamee.

For the Beginner group, Friday 
morning will feature a presentation on 
“Types and Classes of Exhibits,” followed 
by a tour of the exhibits and further dis-
cussion of individual exhibits. Saturday’s 
Beginner seminar is on the “Basics of 

Supporting the APS
by Major Ted Bahry, U.S. Marine Corps, retired, 
Life Member APS and APRL

If we didn’t have an American Philatelic Society, 
we’d have to invent one. And starting a new organiza-
tion from scratch would be a lot more trouble and ex-
pense than supporting the great existing organization 
that we already have.

And what a fine organization it is! We have savvy 
leadership at the top and a very friendly, helpful staff 
of employees. All of whom work to provide services 
and opportunities for us, the members.

If there’s anything we don’t like about the APS, we can speak up and contrib-
ute to make things better. Sometime we are the “they” who have to make things 
happen.

The APS couldn’t survive in the past and can’t survive in the future without 
the generous support of its members. Donations of time, effort, and, yes, money, 
are continually needed if we expect the same levels of APS support to the mem-
bership as we’ve had in the past.

Giving to the APS may not be the same as giving to “charity” for the truly 
needy, but it is similar to giving to one’s school, for instance. I just read that a 
local high school got a donation of one million dollars. For what? Artificial grass 
for a football field.

Somehow, the APS has been active for well over one hundred years, through 
thick and thin, depressions, recessions and wars. How about that! Along the way, 
our membership has surely included its share of interesting people. More than 
a few of them could be described as “colorful” individuals. How could they not 
have benefited from APS membership?

How did it all happen? With people just like you and me, average people who 
contributed to the common good while realizing that not everyone or everything 
can ever be perfect or please everyone. And none of us started at the top of our 
fun hobby. The APS has helped many collectors grow along the way.

The benefits of membership in the APS are many and varied and often listed 
in these pages. But the biggest benefit to me, and maybe you, is the great and 
helpful people we have met through the APS.

And if it weren’t for the APS, many well-known collectors, exhibitors, deal-
ers and officials would not be as well known, or as successful, as they have been.

We often have to give to get. And we all owe it to ourselves to contribute to 
this great hobby. Where would our hobby and your collecting be without the 
APS? We wouldn’t have this great magazine; we wouldn’t have nearly as many 
large stamp shows, national exhibitions , seminars for learning etc, etc.

Organizing any group of individualistic collectors into a national organiza-
tion is quite a feat. After all, as often has been said and written, any of us can 
collect anything and collect it any way that we want. Yet many of us, through the 
APS, share a lot with other collectors.

When I first got back in to collecting stamps and covers many years ago, a 
friend suggested that I join our national society, the APS. And why not? Even 
today, decades later, annual membership is dirt cheap, pennies a day. Are there 
really all that many collectors who can’t afford that?

The APS has been darn good for me. I can’t imagine not being a member 
these past decades.

I have been an active contributor to the APS for a long time. Have you? May-
be it’s time you began. Meanwhile, let’s all keep having collecting fun while sup-
porting the APS. As my Kiwi friends say, what’s the harm?
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Judging,” followed by a tour of the exhibits to see the medals 
the Jury has awarded and more discussion on the exhibits 
and the judging process.

Registration is limited to the first ten students for each 
course. And, yes, the courses (and WE membership) are 
open to men. I am a WE member and attended the first two 
WE Festivals, the second of which was held in Denver this 
past May and is the model for their Charleston event.

*****
Another relatively new APS affiliate (#263) is the Mourn-

ing Stamps and Cover Club. As an incentive to attract new 
members, they are offering a free mourning cover to any new 
member who joins the club between now and December 31, 
2010. Any existing member who brings in a new member 
during this period also will receive a free mourning cover.

The Mourning Stamps and Cover Club was organized in 
2006 to bring together individuals worldwide with an inter-
est in mourning and memorial stamps, in black-bordered 
and other designs of mourning covers, “in memoriam” cov-
ers, death announcements, mourning ephemera, and covers 
for funeral and burial-related subjects in countries around 
the globe.

Members receive Mourning Notes, the club’s informative, 
20-page quarterly newsletter, which is available in hard copy 
or by e-mail. Annual dues are $15 U.S. Individuals with an 
interest in this specialized area of collecting and in receiving 
a free mourning cover are encouraged to contact James F. 
Bailey Jr., P.O. Box 937 Brownwood, TX 78604. He also can 
be reached at www.mscc.ms.

*****
The APS is working to expand our web presence with-

out cutting back on any of our traditional services. The 
American Philatelist and Philatelic Literature Review have 
nearly reached their one-year anniversary of availability in 
digital format. We have more than 1,100 facebook friends, a  
LinkedIn group, and a You Tube channel. Our newest foray 
into the digital world is a blog for the American Philatelic 
Research Library. The blog went live at the beginning of Oc-
tober and can be accessed at http://blog.stamplibrary.org. Li-
brarian Tara Murray, Library Trustee Larry Nix, and past Li-
brary Trustee and current APS Vice President David Straight 
plan regular postings to the site. Just as our e-newsletter al-
lows for the dissemination of more timely information than 
The American Philatelist, the Library blog should permit a 
more up-to-date discussion of the latest books and research 
projects than does the quarterly Philatelic Literature Review.

*****
I recently got a letter from a long-time APS member who 

indicated he does not own a computer and asked us to regu-
larly send him hard copies of our e-newsletter. I printed out 
the latest issue but, as I explained to him, the e-newsletter 
was deliberately designed so that the body of the newsletter 
generally contains only one or two sentences on each subject 

and then provides online links to our webpages for the “full 
story.” Unfortunately, we cannot possibly print out copies of 
all the more than 150 linked sites referenced in each newslet-
ter. Our cost to print and mail all this for a single issue might 
approach the annual cost of APS dues!

*****
Postal historian, author and exhibitor Tony Wawrukie-

wicz — better known as “Tony W” — has been discussing a 
possible project to digitize past U.S. Postal Bulletins. I would 
be glad to put any APS members with a similar interest in 
touch with Tony. If interested call me at 814-933-3817 or e-
mail me at kpmartin@stamps.org.

*****
Excluding special events and functions, we get about 

1,000 (unique) out-of-county visitors a year  to the Ameri-
can Philatelic Center. Many, but not all, are APS members. 
Unfortunately, other obligations prevent me from meeting 
and talking with everyone. However, recently I did get to 
spend about ten minutes with Bill Harris. He is a member of 
at least two chapters: the Allentown (Pennsylvania) Philatel-
ic Society and the Hollywood (Florida) Stamp Club. I appre-
ciated his observations on the two clubs and on philately in 
general. Bill’s greatest concern is that trading stamps, which 
used to be a major part of the hobby, seems to be on its way 
to extinction. I told him I would think about what the APS 
could do, but I would also welcome other members’ ideas on 
the subject.

*****
Finally, with permission I would like to share excerpts of 

a recent e-mail from Dr. Don Hurley:
I blame the APS. Well, Richard Canupp, the APS juniors 

section (Janet Houser, APS Youth Coordinator, Cheryl 
Edgcomb, Stamp Camp USA Executive Director, and 
Gretchen Moody, APS Education Director), Stampwants.
com, White Ace, Mystic, Subway and Hilltop Stamps for 
my current lack of spare time.

On an uneventful weekend in February 2008 I brought 
my 6-year-old daughter to the APS show in Charlotte (her 
sister was at a party and the younger one felt the need for 
“Daddy time”). We were not really collectors although we 
had been to several small Charleston shows and I was a 
Boy Scout collector (long ago and in a land far away).

On this day we went “to see the cat and dog stamps.” 
BUT, once there we found the “Kids Corner”.... I stayed 
in visual contact and made frequent visits as Holly 
accumulated knowledge, enthusiasm, and more First Day 
Covers then I own! I “discovered” that she “collected” 
Flag Stamp Covers, at least now she does. I started buying 
stamps and didn’t stop until my wife called asking if we 
were on the road yet. While trying to leave we stopped at 
the Stampwants.com booth. They had just given away an 
“Inverted Jenny” with the assistance of Ms. New Jersey. I 
asked to see the stamp but it was in the safe. However, they 
fawned over my 6-year-old daughter — Ms. New Jersey 
gave her a photo; the staff gave her a “gold replica” of the 
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invert; and when SHE asked to see the stamp, they opened 
the safe.

We got home and Holly started to tell everyone that 
would listen about the “Inverted Jenny,” stamps, and the 
APS Kids Corner. She showed the entire family (in-laws, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, etc.), school, and neighbors her 
stamps and FDCs. We started a small group, the West 
Ashley Junior Philatelists. An “elite” group of neighborhood 
kids who show up at my house for the basketball goal, 
skateboard-friendly driveway, bicycles, swim team, or 
overnights. We needed a “bad weather activity,” hence the 
club. I made binders and pages of topicals. White Ace sent 
us stamps, covers & brochures. Mystic sent stamps and 
catalogs. And my spare time started to abate. (I was a Boy 
Scout Commissioner, this was similar to their “it’s only 
two hours a week” recruiting slogan.) I bought boxes of 
“On paper” and Connie Swartz from the APS Membership 
Department sent us old copies of the [American] Philatelist 
for distribution to area schools.

Then we get to August of this year. The APS Show in 
Richmond. I’m in solo private family practice and have 
difficulty getting away for vacations. We (the boss/CFO/
CPA/Wife and I) decided to take a brief long weekend to 
Richmond. Holly and I were psyched. Her older sister, 
(13-year-old Lena) and mom were less enthusiastic. (I 
discovered my bride had been traumatized by her father 
at several “not child friendly” NYC shows as a child.) 
We had wonderful rooms at the Jefferson, and on Friday 
morning Holly and I dragged her reluctant teenage sister 
(is that a redundant phrase?) to the show for a planned 
four hours. Six-and-a-half hours later I had to drag the 
now enthusiastic Lena and Holly out.

The next morning my nephew was dropped off by his 
uncle from a two-week vacation into DC for a ride with us 
back to Charleston. Again a reluctant teenager (surprise) 
who wanted to do anything other then go to Stamp 
Camp on Saturday. “Tuff, I’ve already paid. I’m going 
stamp shopping, you’re going to enjoy it.” So we showed 
up with three “excited” kids for Janet Houser and Cheryl 

Edgcomb. Well, seven hours later (yes, we practically 
closed the show) I had to drag three truly excited kids out, 
with bags of goodies/stamps/pages/FDCs/projects/etc. 
The next morning I was planning on an early start home, 
BUT the three kids dragged my wife back to the show for 
her to see “the cool stuff.” She actually enjoyed several of 
the exhibits while I spent time (and money) with Subway 
(and discovered my brother-in-law and father-in-law had 
done business with them in NYC decades ago) who also 
donated supplies.

Now, the West Ashley Junior Stamp Club has 
outgrown my house. We are meeting on the first Saturday 
of the month at “Hobbytown USA” and are now The Junior 
Stamp Club of Charleston, an APS All*Star Club. We don’t 
practice age discrimination but our motto is “all adults 
must be accompanied by at least one child.” I’ve been busy 
making topical pages and binders for the kids. The APS 
has generously furnished stamps (do you know that one 
box of stamps equals 90 quart bags stuffed with stamps? 
Have I mentioned masochism and time loss?). I also teach 
Junior High Sunday School, and yes those kids are also in 
the club.

With the APS coming to Charleston for the first time 
in its history, I decided we needed to provide appropriate 
“Charleston Hospitality.” The Mayor’s office has agreed to 
send information and welcome packets to all the potential 
dealers. The School district and the Boy Scouts are 
cooperating and we are talking to the Postmaster today.

I have recruited several people and organizations into 
some contests to help interest kids in stamp collecting and 
publicize the February APS show in Charleston.

*****
So you see, your APS membership does make a differ-

ence. Stamp collecting is still a fun hobby. Please renew to-
day!

P.S. Thanks to the numerous members who have recently 
donated retired APS sales circuit books and unsold items 
placed with our online StampStore.


