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2014 APS  
StampShow

T o quote Linn’s Stamp News: “The APS StampShow at Hartford was a fantastic 
display of our amazing hobby.” Most of the dealers reported excellent sales; the 
APS signed up eighty-one new members; a large number of Scouts obtained their 

Stamp Collecting Merit Badges; meetings and seminars were very well attended;  and 
there were thousands of pages of wonderful exhibits on display. A new class of Young 
Philatelic Leader Fellows began their year and a new group, Young Friends of APS 
(members under age 50), met for the first time. As usual, time was the most precious 
commodity. One evening a single nearby restaurant hosted four different receptions/
dinners related to StampShow.

Congratulations to Gordon Eubanks whose United States Imperforate Issues of 1851–
1856 was selected as the 2014 Benjamin and Naomi Wishnietsky World Series Champion 
of Champions exhibit. William Sandrik won the Open Competition Grand sponsored 
by Alfredo Frohlich for his Austrian Lloyd Steam Navigation Company, 1839–1914. The 
Single Frame Grand went to Larry Lyons for America’s First Stamp Design. The U.S. City 
Despatch Post and the National Stamp Dealers Association Most Popular Award went to 
Edward Bergen for The Walt Disney Postal Commemoration of 1968. The Writers Unit 30 Literature 
Grand Award went to Dave Wrisley for the latest edition of the State Revenue Catalog.

Congratulations also to 2014 Luff Award winners Rich Drews, Ed Grabowski, and Janet Klug 
as well as Charles Peterson award winner Robert Odenweller, USSS-Barbara Mueller award winner 
Jim Milgram, and Tom Allen Award winners James Negus and Brian Birch. The Luff Awards are the 
highest honor conveyed to living philatelists by the APS. The Peterson Award is for lifetime achieve-
ments in philatelic literature. The Mueller Award is for the best annual article in The American Philat-
elist, and the Allen Award is for the best annual submission appearing in Philatelic Literature Review.

A big thanks to the APS staff and volunteers without whose dedicated work the show would 
never occur. Special thanks to Show Director Dana Guyer, Show Assistant Barb Johnson, and Edu-
cation Director Gretchen Moody. Most of the staff, including those who remained in Bellefonte to 
keep the APS running, helped with behind the scenes tasks such 
as producing the show program and preparing badges and signs. I 
don’t have enough space to name the approximately 100 volunteers 
who helped at the show, and whose support we rely on so heavily.

Limited copies of the 112-page show program and some souve-
nirs from the three First Day Ceremonies are available for purchase 
from the APS website. It’s not too early to put future shows on your 
calendar. Our winter 2015 event will be in Riverside, California on 
February 13–15 and our 2015 StampShow will be in Grand Rapids , 
Michigan on August 20–23.

*****
Thinking far ahead, the APS is now accepting proposals from 

groups to host the 2026 international show. We know of interest 
from groups in Boston and Chicago, but welcome inquiries from 
groups who may wish to propose another location. Proposals must 
be submitted by January 15, 2015. Groups will have an opportunity APS Sales Circuits were very popular at StampShow.
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to make a presentation to the APS Board on February 12, just 
prior to the Riverside show, and the Board is expected to make 
a selection at that time so that the group selected can work 
with and learn from the New York 2016 World Stamp Show.

*****
Just prior to StampShow, AP Editor Barb Boal an-

nounced her plans to retire as of December 31. Barb will be 
very hard to replace. Similar to some other staff, Barb has 
essentially performed two (or more) jobs for several years. In 
addition to the traditional editor functions, Barb has done all 
the layout and most of the design of the magazine. She has 
been our principal contact with the printer, provided graphic 
support for shows and other departments, assisted with so-
cial media and marketing, and taught educational courses. 
Barb has guided us as the magazine has moved to full color, 
gone computer-to-plate, overseen the development of a digi-
tal version, and most recently was the impetus behind the 

Position Available: Editor,  
The American Philatelist

Due to a pending retirement the American Philatelic 
Society has an opening for its Editor. This position has 
the primarily responsibility for the Society’s full-color 
100-page monthly publication, The American Philatelist. 
Working with a staff of three and an Advisory Board, the 
position reviews and selects editorial content including 
articles, columns, and letters to the editor. The individual 
lays out editorial content and prepares ads, creating digi-
tal InDesign files for the printer. Additional preparation 
is required for a mobile application and bonus online 
content. The Editor provides oversight for the quarterly 
Philatelic Literature Review and is the principal contact 
with the printer.

The Editor also provides graphics support for other 
departments, such as design of digital billboards; post-
cards and ads; cachets; logos and show cancels; and bro-
chures. Support and input is also expected for the month-
ly e-Newsletter.

The position requires editing skills, excellent graphic 
and layout skills, and InDesign proficiency. Philatelic 
knowledge is very helpful. Candidates should be self-
directed and possess strong organizational and problem 
solving skills. A Bachelors Degree is required and super-
visory experience desirable. Salary range is $55K to $65K, 
depending on qualifications. Position reports to the APS 
Executive Director.

To guarantee consideration, resumes with a cover let-
ter must be submitted to Executive Director Ken Martin, 
kpmartin@stamps.org, by October 15. Desired starting 
date is December 1.
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development of a mobile application for the magazine.
If you are interested in the position or know someone 

who you think should be considered, please let me know as 
soon as possible. We hope to have a new editor aboard by 
December 1 to allow for a smooth transition.

*****
I am pleased to report that the APS has recently received 

two major gifts. In May longtime APS member Walter We-
ber of Bellingham, Washington passed away. The APS was 
the sole beneficiary of his IRA, which at the end of July was 
valued at just over $1.3 million. At StampShow 2014, Carol 
Giles-Straight, widow of past APS and APRL Board member 
David Straight made a five-year $50,000 pledge to have the 
Library’s online Union Catalog named in honor of David.

I routinely offer a seminar on estate planning at APS 
shows but often end up “preaching to the choir,” as those that 

attend are usually among the best prepared. Unfortunately, 
based on calls and e-mails from family members of former 
APS members, many of us are not as prepared. For those 
who need some help, the basics are provided on our website 
at stamps.org/estate-planning.  And if you see fit, we would 
be happy to discuss with you options to show your love of 
the hobby by including the APS or APRL in your plans.

*****
Finally, October is National Stamp Collecting Month. It’s 

a great time to introduce a friend, relative, or kid to our won-
derful hobby. Our Membership Committee posted twelve re-
cruitment ideas on our website at stamps.org/nscm. Kudos as 
well to the Greater Utica (New York) Stamp Club who offer 
APS members in their geographical area one free year mem-
bership. Let us hear about your efforts so we can add to the 
website list of ideas and share your efforts in future columns!

StampShow 2014, Simply Superb

Dealer Stephen Taylor shows attendee a possible gem 
for his collection.

ESPER was presented with a silver medal 
for its society journal. Don Neal receives 
congratulations from APRL Librarian Tara 
Murray. 

APS Staff, Wendy Masorti, Barb Boal, and Rick Banks, 
welcome members to the APS Booth. 

Newly installed Hartford Postmaster 
Leeann Theriault with noted stamp 
designer Chris Calle. 

StampShOw offers something for everyone from beginner to advanced 
collector. Comfortable shoes were required to travel around the exhibit hall. 


