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StampShow 2013 
Highlights

We enjoyed meeting so many APS members in Milwaukee at StampShow 
2013.  The show, which exceeded most dealers’ expectations, was in a 
spacious and well-lit hall. Congratulations to Jamie Gough who was 

crowned as Champion of Champions for his exhibit “The UPU and Its Impact on Global 
Postal Services, 1875–1920.” With Postal Service support we were able to send a mass 
mailing to residents in the area, which resulted in frequent lines for Stamps in the Attic 
and induced a number of casual collectors to explore the hobby in more depth. For a 
complete listing of award winners, visit www.stamps.org/Stampshow.

StampBuddy Debut
Our StampBuddy Service made its debut with a well-received booth in the Wel-

come to Stamp Collecting pavilion. StampBuddy is part of the APS initiative to welcome 
entry-level adults and returning collectors to our hobby. Begun about one year ago, the 
program has two major components: shows and personal outreach. At APS-sponsored 
shows StampBuddy provides friendly personal guides to the world of philately and an 
easy transition to what can sometimes seem to be an overwhelming show floor.

In Milwaukee, attendees were welcomed with an invitation to chat and to choose 
from buckets filled with stamps, while the guides spun stories about the stamps they 
chose. Guides helped booth visitors choose areas to collect and introduced them to our 
world of stamp tongs, watermark detectors, and perforation gauges. After visiting the 
StampBuddy booth, attendees were escorted on a guided tour of the show. 
Guides promoted APS benefits like APRL, stamp circuits, and The Amer-
ican Philatelist. Our StampBuddy Service guides signed up 25 percent 
of the total new APS memberships garnered at StampShow!

StampBuddy’s basic mission is to bring new adult collectors 
to our hobby through face-to-face meetings between budding 
collectors or “Buddies” and StampBuddy mentors. Seven clubs 
have been chosen as pilots to develop these relationships and to 
train mentors who may escort the Buddy to club meetings, stamp 
shows, and bourses. Buddies and Mentors visit one another to en-
courage collecting at whatever level is most exciting to the Buddy. 
Whether it’s forming a topical collection on trains or butterflies, collect-
ing stampless envelopes, forming a collection of Germany, or any other of a 
thousand and one possibilities, APS mentors are available to show the way.

The key to the program’s success is the personal outreach to non-collectors 
who express interest in subjects like history, geography, current events, or ge-
nealogy. In short, people who have a thirst for knowledge. This coming year 
speakers from the pilot clubs will visit service organizations, libraries, muse-
ums, senior centers, colleges, and perhaps set up booths at public events. We 
are expecting some hiccups but the goal is for the StampBuddy Service to go 
nationwide at the end of the pilot program. Look for a StampBuddy booth 
at the upcoming APS AmeriStamp Expo 2014 in Little Rock, Arkansas, at 
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StampShow 2014 in Hartford, Connecticut, and at some 
World Series of Philately shows around the United States.

Donating Opportunities
StampShow also provided a good venue to begin rais-

ing funds for the $25,000 matching grant from the Turning 
Point Foundation to support our StampsTeach program, 
which provides lesson plans and stamps to third to fifth grade 
teachers.  By the conclusion of the show we had raised nearly 
half the funds needed for the match. Additional details on 
the program are available in this issue with a response form 
on the wrapper that may be used to add your support.

Congress has passed legislation extending the IRA Char-
itable Rollover Act which may be beneficial to some of you 
who wish to support StampsTeach or other APS and APRL 
initiatives.  This permits a donor to transfer funds directly 
from an IRA account to a charitable organization without 
recognizing the distribution as income, often allowing the 
donor to achieve substantial tax benefits.

To take advantage of this legislation you must be 70½ 
years or older, the transfer must take place directly from 
your IRA custodian to the APS or APRL, and must be lim-
ited to $100,000.  The act applies only to traditional, rollover 
and Roth IRAs, not to other types of plans such as a 401(k), 
457 or 403(b).

Catch What You Missed
So much happens at StampShow that it is hard to keep 

track of everything, even if you are able to attend. Howev-
er, volunteers videotaped a number of sessions during the 
show that are now available on the APS YouTube channel. 
Visit www.stamps.org/Stamp-YouTube-Videos for a listing 
and links to the videos. The September APS e-Newsletter 
included photos of the show and the list of exhibit winners. 
The agenda, background information and draft minutes of 
the APS board meetings are also posted to the APS website. 
In addition, a few of the exhibits are also available for view-

ing at http://stamps.org/Online-Exhibits.

More News Items
It’s not too early to being planning for 

our winter 2014 AmeriSamp Expo show, 
which will be held in Little Rock, Arkansas 
from February 13–15. Meeting and semi-
nar requests and exhibit entries should be 
received soon to guarantee participation.

*****

Did you read the recent stories in Linn’s 
and Canadian Stamp News about the third 
example of Canada Scott 32, the 2-cent 
Large Queen on laid paper with a cata-
logue value of $250,000 being found in an 
APS circuit sales book? Our Education-

Jamie Gough (center) receives the champion of champions award 
for his exhibit “the UPU and its impact on Global Postal services, 
1875–1920” from APs President stephen reinhard (left) and 
immediate-Past President, Wade saadi (right). 

the 2013 luff Award recipients from left: richard nakles for 
Outstanding service to the society, George Kramer for exceptional 
contributions to Philately, and Dr. Arthur Groten for Distinguished 
Philatelic research.

Brett Brat and some milwaukee Boy scouts pause for a Kodak moment during StampShOw.
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al Department and Library exist to help you expand your 
knowledge so perhaps you will be the next to make a lucky 
find.

*****
Following StampShow we have been blessed with a 

number of visitors. Al Kugel and Keith Stupell, both of 
whom have made major contributions to our future library 
space, stopped on their way to Balpex. Allison Cusick vis-
ited to do some research and make a donation to the APRL. 
He took a tour of the new library space to see where the 
American First Day Cover Society archives are now housed 
in the new compact shelving. He plans to resume his work 
on the AFDCS files on his next visit.

We also were glad to see Rudy Keller, a member of the 
American Helvetia Philatelic Society, who spent two days 
at the APRL in August processing the Harlan Stone dona-
tion of seven boxes of clippings, research notes, and corre-
spondence related to Swiss philately. This work was finished 
by APRL intern Michael Wilson, who is also completing a 
finding aid for the collection. The finding aid will be pub-
lished in the 4th Quarter issue of the Philatelic Literature 
Review and will also be available online through the Phila-
telic Union Catalog. Sign up for a 2014 subscription to Phila-
telic Literature Review ($18 for U.S. addresses)  by November 
1 and we will include the Fourth Quarter 2013 issue free of 
charge to get you started.

*****
Finally, our apologies to Paul Nelson who was acciden-

tally listed in the September AP (page 860) as a Carter Vol-
unteer for National Promotion/Service. While very worthy, 
Paul was not eligible in 2013 as he was already accorded this 
honor in 2011 (see AP September 2011).

*****
Celebrate National Stamp Collecting Month in October 

by reaching out and introducing the hobby to some non-
collectors.  And let us know of your success so we can share 
with others.

Young and old alike enjoy digging into the mountain of stamps 
at stamps by the Bucket during the show. For more stampshow 
photos, visit www.stamps.org/photo-galleries.


