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Summer Show 
Not Slow
It used to be claimed that philately shut down for the summer months, as 

stamp collecting took a hiatus due to outdoor activities and vacation, but that 
is certainly not true today. In addition to the APS, the American First Day 

Cover Society and the American Topical Association both hold their conventions 
and shows over the summer months. These are supplemented by the National 
Philatelic Exhibition (Napex) in the Washington, DC area the Minnesota Stamp 
Expo, and Balpex, the Baltimore area show traditionally held on the Labor Day 
weekend and (in the philatelic world, at least) often referred to as the unofficial 
end of summer.

In reviewing summer activities we should not overlook the Chicago Philatelic 
Society’s sixth Annual Stamp Giveaway in July. While conditions better suited to 
ducks than kids reduced the quantity of stamps they gave away — from 500,000 in 2009 to about 310,000 this year — 
that left a quantity of stamps available for use at the AmeriCover show just a few weeks later. Thanks to past Kehr 
Award winner Andrew Oleksiuk for his leadership of this wonderful promotion of the hobby.

The annual Summer Seminar and Volunteer Work week kept us busy here in Bellefonte over the summer months, 
but our August StampShow is the key event of the summer. Con-
cerns about the economy certainly did not stop large numbers of 
collectors from enjoying the four-day event. While StampShow 
is an APS event, the show would not be so successful without 
the participation and assistance of many groups. This certainly 
includes the dealers, the exhibitors, the United States Postal Ser-
vice, the speakers, APS affiliates, and our invaluable volunteers. 
We were delighted that the American Topical Association signed 
up twenty new members and that the Confederate Stamp Alli-
ance’s 75th anniversary dinner on Friday night was attended by 
more than 160.

The activities at StampShow began before the doors opened 
with a two-day APS Education Department course, “Collecting 
and Computers” (taught by AP Editor Barb Boal), in addition to 
an all-day APS Board meeting. The APS Board has met at least 
once every month this year. To make it more affordable for Board 
members, who receive no reimbursement for expenses, all but 
the meetings in Cleveland in March and Richmond in August 
have been held by telephone.

In his column, President Saadi mentioned the approval of 
the Long Range Plan, but the Board agenda included more than 
twenty items and several hundred pages of background material, 
which was posted and available to all on the APS website. For 
space reasons I’ll limit myself to just three items. Information on 
the other items is available as part of the unofficial recap included 
with the September e-newsletter and the official minutes, which 
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should be posted to our website by the time you read this.
Volunteers are critical to the running of the Society and 

several new appointments were approved by the board. 
Roy DeLafosse and David Kols were the high vote getters 
among a poll of the dealers and were approved to replace Jim 
Dempsey, who earned some rest after more than six years as 
the APS Dealer Representative. Roy and David come in at a 
challenging time as we  implement the previously approved 
requalification of dealer members. They have the difficult 
job of trying to coalesce and share dealer views. We also will 
look to them for advice on future show locations.

During the Summer Seminar, part-time dealer Clark 
Frazier informed President Saadi that he has shed his full- 
time responsibilities at Microsoft and would be willing to 
help out with our Technology Committee. He is now chair 
and has already recruited several new members.

David Herendeen has taken leadership responsibilities 
for the newly formed Institute for Analytical Philately, which 
had full houses for its programs at StampShow, and thus 
asked to be relieved of his duties as APS representative to the 
Traditional Commission of the International Federation of 
Philately (FIP). Past APS Board member Robert Odenweller, 
who has extensive prior experience working with the FIP, 
has graciously agreed to fill this position.

Partnerships are critical to the APS to use our limited 
resources most effectively, and two current officers have 
agreed to serve as official liaisons. Past-President John 
Hotchner, who has been our official contact with the United 
States Postal Service for many years, asked to be replaced 
and will transfer his responsibilities to Janet Klug, another 
APS past president. Current APS president Wade Saadi, 
who also serves as Vice Chair for the Smithsonian’s National 
Postal Museum Council of Philatelists, will also become our 
first official representative to the NPM.

However, probably the most important appointment is 
that of Steven Rod as the new chair for the APS Membership 
Recruitment and Promotion Committee. Steven, who has 
been chair of the Board of Vice Presidents, replaces Becky 
Magyar whom I hired as my assistant in April. Even though 
Steve recently retired, he is transferring the chairmanship of 
the Board of Vice Presidents to Nick Lombardi so that he 
has more time to concentrate on ideas and strategies to help 
us stop our recent membership losses and get us growing 
again. I am sure Steven (and the headquarters staff) would 
welcome any ideas you have!

The Board took action on another item brought to its at-
tention by the Board of Vice Presidents (BVP). During the 
investigation of a formal complaint, the BVP became aware 
that some Internet auctions have used the word “Currently” 
when there actually are no bids on an item. This was found 
to be misleading. Thus the Board approved a recommenda-
tion that the word “Currently” should be used only when 
an actual third-party bid has been received for a lot. Until 
that time, the bid status should be listed as “No Bid,” “Start 
Bid,” “Minimum Bid,” “Reserve,” or nothing at all, depend-

ing upon the preference of the auction house. The auction 
house also may or may not elect to show an “Estimate” and/
or “Catalog” value in the lot listing in addition to, or in lieu 
of, any of the preceding terms. Internet auctions are expect-
ed to be effective January 1, 2011.

The Board also addressed the cost of mailing The Ameri-
can Philatelist to members living outside the United States.  
The APS surcharge is currently less than that charged by 
many other philatelic groups with smaller and less frequent 
publications. Our international members are important to 
us, so with 2011 we will begin offering a “Digital” member-
ship that will include access to the online version of The 
American Philatelist. There will be no surcharge for foreign 
members who opt for this form, so they can continue their 
membership at a lower rate than they have previously paid. 
However, foreign members who wish to continue receiving 
a hard copy of The American Philatelist will now have to pay 
an annual surcharge of $10 for Canada and $20 for other 
countries to help subsidize the cost of mailing.

*****
Many other items came up during meeting and events at 

StampShow. Program and newsletter ideas were raised dur-
ing the Chapter and Affiliate roundtable. The Chapter Ac-
tivities Committee offers many resources to help with both. 
Many authors will allow items they have written to be repub-
lished, but please get permission from both the author and 
the publication before reprinting. If permission is granted, 
please give appropriate credit for any article. We recently lost 
a member as a result of a formal complaint regarding the 
reprint of an article where permission was not sought.

The local Mt. Nittany Philatelic Society also used a new 
approach for one of its club programs. They used the 127 
photos on APS Facebook StampShow album to provide 
an overview of the show to the many members who were 
not able to attend. Videos on the APS YouTube channel also 
could be a basis for a club program.

Kudos also to APS Affiliate Coordinator Jim McDevitt. 
As usual, he staffed the Chapter, Affiliate and Beginner 
booth for nearly the entire show, plus participating in several 
meetings. We have come to expect this from Jim. But I was 
pleasantly surprised when he handed me a business card. As 
a nice touch, the front includes the APS logo. In addition, 
the back begins “You are invited to become an affiliate of 
America’s Premier Stamp Collectors Society.” It then lists the 
requirements of becoming an affiliate and provides complete 
contact information. We would love to see members hand-
ing out business cards inviting their colleagues to join the 
APS and highlighting the benefits of APS membership.

The Committee for Accreditation of National Exhibi-
tions and Judges (CANEJ) also met at StampShow, and 
sponsored a number of workshops and a roundtable for ac-
credited jurors. The committee is concerned about the de-
clining number of accredited judges. Judging is hard work, 
requires a considerable amount of preparation, and inevi-
tably involves out-of-pocket expenses. However, it is also 
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extremely rewarding. If you have received a national level 
vermeil and would be interested in learning about how to 
become an accredited judge, please contact CANEJ chair 
Steve Reinhard, sreinhard1@optonline.net.

Another of the many meetings at StampShow was that 
of the APS Publications Committee. We are hoping to have 
a new “bank note identification guide” published and avail-
able for sale by the time the 2011 dues notices reach you. The 
Committee also welcomes manuscript submissions. Peter 
Martin, pmartin2525@yahoo.com, would be happy to dis-
cuss any ideas with you.

Twenty-four-year member Karl Rove, who spoke at the 
Tiffany Dinner Thursday evening, talked about how he was 
influenced by his father and grandfather, both of whom were 
stamp collectors. And from time to time, the Herrick Stamp 
Company has run an ad showing the four generations of 
their family who became APS members in 1929, 1948, 1986, 
and 2007, respectively. We would love to hear from others 
whose families include multiple generations of APS mem-
bers.

*****
The APS recognizes a number of valuable contributors 

with awards, many of which were presented at StampShow 
and detailed in the August American Philatelist. However, we 
are delighted when we learn of other Societies that also have 
recognized APS members.

Our neighbors to the north, the Royal Philatelic Society 
of Canada, recently named three new Fellows and, despite 
residing in Canada all three are APS members. Congratula-
tions to Sam Chiu, David Piercey, and Garfield Portch.

At StampShow the International Philippine Philatelic 
Society gave its lifetime achievement award to Ray Cough-
lin. Ray has been a dealer at many APS shows and also serves 
the APS as an expertizer. Another APS dealer, Emil Tobler, 
has received the American Helvetia Philatelic Society ser-
vice award. Obviously, dealers are important to the hobby in 
many more ways than just buying and selling material.

*****
We graduated the first Youth Philatelic Leader Fellow 

class at StampShow and were delighted to welcome a sec-
ond class. Both the outgoing and incoming classes got ex-
perience as “dealers” staffing a StampShow booth. Thanks 
very much to Mike Miley Sr. who provided the material for 
the fellows to sell and donated 20 percent of the proceeds to 
support the YPLF program. Thanks also to the U.S. Philatelic 
Classics Society, which has agreed to provide $5,000 to spon-
sor a fellow for the coming year.

A number of dealers also provided or pledged gener-

ous support for the YPLF program at the show. In addition 
to Michael Miley, Jim and Sue Dempsey, Eric Jackson, Pat 
Kaufman, Randy Neil, Stanley Piller, Gary Posner, and Doug 
Weisz all made commitments of at least $500, with addition-
al support from Henry Gitner, Brian Hunt, David Medeiros, 
Arnold Selengut, James Taff, and Steve Taylor.

*****
The above only touches on the many activities at Stamp-

Show. I enjoyed meeting so many of you and am sorry 
I missed other attendees as I went from meeting to meet-
ing. Our shows truly offer something for everyone and we 
hope that many of you will be able to attend one of our 2011 
events: AmeriStamp Expo (February 11–13 in Charleston, 
South Carolina) and StampShow (August 11–14 in Colum-
bus, Ohio).

*****
Congratulations to the Sports Philatelists International 

for their attempts to promote the hobby. The August 23, 
2010 issue of ESPN The Magazine presented a new column, 
“Collection,” featuring extraordinary collections of sports 
memorabilia. The inaugural column is devoted to sports 
and Olympic stamps from around the world, contributed 
by members of Sports Philatelists International (SPI). The 
stamps span nearly eighty years of philatelic history begin-
ning with the first U.S. sports issues commemorating the 
1932 Olympic Games at Lake Placid, New York and Los An-
geles, California, and concluding with the most recent sport 
stamps honoring baseball’s Negro Leagues (issued July 15, 
2010).

SPI was pleased to have collaborated with ESPN The 
Magazine on introducing sports and Olympic philately to a 
wider audience. The article includes a link to the SPI website 
(www.sportstamps.org), which readers are invited to visit. 
The SPI website includes a special page providing expanded 
captions for the twenty-six stamps featured in the column.

*****
This month’s “Why I Support the APS” is from frequent 

show attendee Don David Price. He has pledged $25,000 for 
a special Rarities Room at the American Philatelic Center if 
we can raise additional funds for a total of at least $100,000. 
Any help in reaching this goal will be most appreciated.

*****
We hope you find lots of joy from stamp collecting dur-

ing National Stamp Collecting Month. We enjoy hearing 
from members and would like to hear about any special pro-
grams or projects you are involved in to promote the hobby.


