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Happy National Stamp 
Collecting Month!

APS kicks off  the month on October 3 with an Open House to introduce the 
community to stamp collecting and concludes the month with Classics 2009 and 
the Postal History Symposium, a three-day celebration of philately.

We hope you will be able to join us for the October 30–November 1 Clas-
sics Show and Postal History Symposium. Although much smaller in size (and 
cost), the event should rival international shows with breathtaking exhibits show-
ing many of the fi nest items in American Philately and the opportunity to meet 
and mingle with the premier collectors and dealers of United States Nineteenth-
Century Philately.

Ultimately, however, it is the eff orts 
of APS chapters and members that are 
most important in determining the suc-

cess of National Stamp Collecting Month. You are spread out in lo-
cal communities throughout the United States (and the world), and 
the Chapter Activities Committee encourages APS clubs to have 
some sort of special event to promote stamp collecting. CAC chair-

man Tom Fortunato also designs a 
special cancel annually that chap-
ters may request to publicize their 
events.

No single idea is appropriate 
for everyone. Some members may wish to invite a collecting friend to a 
local club meeting or simply to try to get to know another club member 
better. Others may feel comfortable speaking about stamp collecting at a 
local elementary school or writing a stamp-related article for their profes-
sional journal or local newspaper. Others may wish to prepare packets of 
stamps to give out with Halloween treats, perhaps referring kids to http://

learnaboutstamps.com for further information on the hobby.
Many of us try to promote the hobby year around. Let’s all work to make the hobby stronger by making 

a special eff ort this month.

Speaking of special eff orts, our kudos to the Kentucky Stamp Club, APS Chapter 1512. Member Breck 
Pegram reported:

We recently paid American Philatelic Society dues for the remaining club members who were not 
already members. We were able to do this at a nominal cost as the dues this time of year are for the period 
ended December 31, 2009. Th e club will receive $5 for each member as a rebate for soliciting these new 
members. 

We wanted to do this to add to members’ enjoyment of the stamp collecting hobby and also to show 
support for the APS. It is our hope that everyone will renew their membership in December for 2010. Th e 
value of APS membership is enormous and I hope everyone will take advantage of the various services 
they have available.

Many of us try to promote 
the hobby year around. 
Let’s all work to make the 
hobby stronger by making 
a special eff ort this month.
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We know that not every chapter can aff ord to be so gen-
erous, but wish to thank the Kentucky Stamp Club for its 
eff orts.

At StampShow in Pittsburgh, Henry Marquez of the 
Peru Philatelic Study Circle was announced as the winner of 
the President’s YouTube Challenge. Th is challenge resulted 
in the creation of more than twenty-fi ve YouTube videos on 
subjects ranging from the Presidents of the United States to 
Zeppelins to Movie Star Fan Mail. Th anks to the eff orts of 
Past President Janet Klug, I am pleased to announce that the 
APS now has its own YouTube Channel. You can subscribe 
(free of charge) by pointing your browser to http://www.
youtube.com/user/AmericasStampClub.

APS also has a fan page on Facebook. While our e-mail 
bulletin allows us to provide more current news than our 
hardcopy magazine, Th e American Philatelist, Facebook pro-
vides an opportunity for even quicker updates — and you 
choose whether you wish to be notifi ed automatically or, if 
you are already overwhelmed with e-mail, you can simply 
check in to see the latest news.

While a presence on Facebook and YouTube will help 
keep the Society and stamp collecting in the public eye, we 
understand that the monthly American Philatelist is the only 
contact that many of you have with your organization. Mem-
ber Luis Mon of California recently wrote us with his con-
cerns regarding the magazine. While I have a more inclusive 
view of stamp collecting than he does, he has kindly given 
permission to share his comments:

Th e reason I’m writing this letter is because of my 
deep concern for the future of the APS and of philately 
in general. I have read issue aft er issue of Th e American 
Philatelist and it fails to get me excited about stamp col-
lecting. With all due respect, I fi nd Th e American Philat-
elist to be bland and uninspiring.

Th ese are the reasons why:

1. Why such an emphasis on covers? It seems like 
the majority of the articles published are about 
covers. When I browse the many philatelic and 
stamp collecting sites online, it seems that the vast 
majority of collectors are more interested in stamps 
than covers.

2. Why are there so many articles about non-philatelic 
related postal history? For example, in the latest 
issue of Th e American Philatelist, there is a whole 
article about the biggest, smallest, highest etc. post 
offi  ces in the United States. What does that have to 
do with philately? I believe such an article would be 
better suited in a postal employee’s publication or 
perhaps a magazine like Smithsonian.

3. In the last issue of Th e American Philatelist, there 
was a complete article about the diff erent types 
of aircraft  past American presidents have used. 

Yes, that may be an interesting topic, but if I want 
to read about airplanes I will read an aviation 
magazine. If I want to read about U.S. presidents 
I will read a magazine or book on U.S. history. 
Th e only connection to philately this article seems 
to have is that there happens to be stamps with 
airplanes on them. Is that a valid enough reason to 
write a whole article about that subject? I wouldn’t 
think so.

4. It seems like every month there is yet another 
article about postcards. Isn’t collecting postcards a 
separate hobby?
Th ere are so many things I yearn to read about in 

this exciting hobby. Th ere are many information voids 
that need fi lling.

Here are some general examples of the types of ar-
ticles I feel would make the American Philatelist a much 
more relevant and exciting publication:
• How to make a stamp album
• What to look for when examining a stamp with a 

magnifi er
• When to repair or not repair a stamp
• Th e early semi-postal stamps of Switzerland…colorful 

and aff ordable stamps anyone can collect. It would 
be nice to include information like what these 
semi-postals were used for, how they were printed 
and perhaps the number that were issued of each 
variety.

• How stamp values are aff ected by thins and other 
damage

• Th e benefi ts of joining your local stamp club
• How to grade an imperforate stamp
• Th e U.S. overprint possession stamps of Cuba
• Attending a stamp show…what you need to know 

beforehand
• Defi ning the diff erent types of stamps and their 

purpose…from Airmail to Postage Due to Special 
Handling

• Famous and historic people who collected stamps
Th e articles don’t all have to be on the same level...

they can range from novice to expert.
I really hope you consider these recommend ations 

and ultimately sharpen the focus of Th e Am erican Phil-
atelist and make it a publication we all can learn from 
and get excited about! 

Sincerely,
Luis A. Mon. Laguna Niguel, CA

While you may not agree with every one of his sugges-
tions, Mr. Mon doesn’t just criticize, he provides constructive 
suggestions. Th e American Philatelist does not have the luxu-
ry of a paid staff  with time to research and write articles. We 
rely on our members for the content of the journal, and you 
are so generous that we have a lengthy backlog of articles. In 
order to be fair to our many authors, articles are published in 
the order in which they are received; however, a pitfall is that 
we sometimes don’t get the ideal mix of articles for an issue. 
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I’m sure we have members who could address each of Mr. 
Mon’s suggestions and their publication would likely result 
in a more balanced and improved American Philatelist.

I enjoyed meeting many of you at StampShow in Pitts-
burgh and am sorry I was tied up in so many meetings that I 
could not talk with more of you. Besides being a great show, 
it was a great opportunity to publicly thank many members 
for all they do for the hobby. Information on these award 
winners was published in the August Th e American Philat-
elist. Another way of supporting the hobby is to nominate 
deserving individuals for awards. Nominations for the Soci-
ety’s  Carter Volunteer Recognition Awards received by De-
cember 15 will be considered for the 2009 awards.

Finally, StampShow is a great learning opportunity, 
thanks not only to the hundred or so  individuals who share 
their knowledge on a wide variety of subjects but also to the 
exhibitors, many of whom devote a lifetime to assembling 
the fi nest philatelic material available on a subject and share 
this in the form of exhibits. Th ank you all!

Mark your calendars — APS AmeriStamp Expo 2010 is 
coming back to Riverside, California, February 19–21, at the 
Riverside Convention Center. I hope to see you there!


